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01-04-1998 Covington KY – Mike Partin – LEO Pursuit Accident 
 

 
https://www.odmp.org/officer/15028-officer-michael-anthony-partin 

 

 

 

Officer 

Michael Anthony Partin 
Covington Police Department, Kentucky 

 

End of Watch: Sunday, January 4, 1998 

 

Officer Michael Partin drowned after falling almost 90 feet through a gap in a bridge 
into the Ohio River at approximately 02:30 am. Officer Partin was joining a foot 
chase for a man wanted for DUI, possession of marijuana, and running a red light. 

 
Officers on the scene searched the river by air and boat for Officer Partin's body but 

were unable to locate it. His body was found on May 18, 1998, eleven miles 
downstream from where he fell into the river. 
 

The suspect was found guilty of second-degree manslaughter in connection with 
Officer Partin's death and was sentenced to 6 years in prison. 

 
Officer Partin had served with the Covington Police Department for 6 years. He is 

survived by his wife and child and is buried in Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell, 
Kenton County, KY 
 

Bio & Incident Details 

Age: 25 

Tour: 2 years 

Badge # 54 

Cause: Drowned 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.odmp.org/officer/15028-officer-michael-anthony-partin
https://www.odmp.org/agency/855-covington-police-department-kentucky
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HTTP://NAMES.LAWMEMORIAL.ORG/OFFICERS/P/MICHAEL-ANTHONY-PARTIN.HTML  

MICHAEL ANTHONY PARTIN 
 

Officer Rank: Police Officer 

Memorial Panel: 51-W: 21 
Department: Covington, Kentucky, P.D. 

End of Watch: January 4, 1998 
Cause: FALL 

Age: 25 
Years of Service: 2 
 

Description: Officer Partin responded to a backup call for 
a fellow officer on a local bridge, where officer was in foot 

pursuit of suspect. When he attempted to jump from the 
road to the bridge, Officer Partin fell through an opening, 
and into the Ohio River. Officer Partin's body was not 

recovered for four months. The suspect was convicted on a second degree charge 
of manslaughter.  
 

Search fails to find officer 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partin05.html  

Rookie fell into river during foot chase 
January 5, 1998  BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The 

Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - A young Covington police officer 
disappeared into the Ohio River before dawn Sunday 
during his last dispatch, trying to help an other officer 

catch a fleeing man on the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 
 

Officer Mike Partin, 25, was the third Tristate officer 
to die on the job in 30 days, but the first in Covington 
in almost 30 years.  

 
His colleagues suspect that as he rushed to the scene 

in the dark, Officer Partin simply did not notice the 
break between the bridge's roadway where he parked 

his cruiser and the walkway where the chase was 
under way. 
 

He jumped over a concrete barrier and fell an estimated 90 feet into 36-degree 
water. Officers are trained in what to do if they fall into water, but not at heights so 

great into water so cold. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://names.lawmemorial.org/officers/p/michael-anthony-partin.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partin05.html
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The accident devastated Northern 
Kentucky's largest police 

department. 
 

''We're pretty much still in shock, as 
you can imagine,'' Assistant Chief 
Lt. Col. Bill Dorsey said Sunday 

afternoon, his awake-since-3 a.m. 
eyes welling with tears. ''We haven't 

worked through the process of 
grieving and anger.'' 
 

By 7 a.m. today, searchers had not 
found the spot where Officer Partin's 

body - weighted down with an extra 
20 pounds of gear including a 
protective vest, gun belt and other 

equipment - lay under the water. 
 

Dogs trained to search for cadavers found the spot, officials said, as did a sonar 
check. But the officer's body had not yet been retrieved. 

 
Already Sunday night, police supporters 
began leaving flowers and other 

mementos at the Northern Kentucky Police 
Memorial in Covington, at the foot of the 

Roebling Suspension Bridge. 
 
The chase involving Officer Partin ended in 

the arrest of a 20-year-old Cincinnati man, 
Shawnta Robertson. He had started 

running from Kenton County Police Officer 
Brian Kane, working overtime as part of a 
state traffic enforcement program, when 

the officer stopped him on West Fourth 
Street for a traffic violation. 

 
As Officer Kane tried to arrest him, Mr. Robertson allegedly ran away. The officer 
called for help and three Covington officers, including Officer Partin, responded. 

Officer Kane was able to subdue Mr. Robertson, apparently just as Officer Partin fell 
from the bridge. 

 
Mr. Robertson was charged with driving under the influence and possession of 
marijuana. He was out of jail by Sunday afternoon but was expected to be in court 

today. nvestigators talked with representatives of both the commonwealth's and 
county attorneys' offices about the possibility of adding charges because the chase 

resulted in an officer's death. 
 

 
A Covington policeman walks past where 

Officer Mike Partin fell Sunday from the Clay 

Wade Bailey Bridge.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

 
Covington Police Sgt. Tom Epperson, 

left, and Officer Roy Sims scan the 

Ohio River Sunday for their colleague. 

(Glenn Hartong photo) 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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A decision had not been made 
Sunday, said Lt. Col. Dorsey. 

 
Finding body difficult 

As officials notified Officer 
Partin's family and began their 
investigation into what 

happened, search crews 
continued to use a hooked bar 

to drag the river bottom. Even 
though another Covington 
police officer pinpointed the 

spot where Officer Partin fell 
in, finding remains is difficult, 

said Mike Wise, chief of 
Campbell County Water 
Rescue. 

 
A body can sink 40 feet in less 

than two minutes. With the 
water so cold, he said, it could 

take weeks for it to resurface. 
 
The search dogs picked up on 

the scent of a human body just 
west of one of the bridge's 

piers. Crews based their search 
from there, concentrating 
downriver in a semicircle with 

a 30-foot radius. 
 

''They're running into a lot of problems just dragging it,'' Chief Wise said, referring 
to the river bottom being littered with debris and trees. He estimated the water's 
current at 3 to 4 mph. 

 
Even lowering a diver can be fruitless, Chief Wise said, because light is lost 10 feet 

below the surface. ''In a situation like that you can't see anything anyhow, so 
you've got to use your hands to sort through,'' he said. ''It's like a blackout.'' 
 

Crowds had gathered by dawn Sunday along both sides of the river to watch the 
rescue effort. Helicopters hovered; boats circled in the water. Private boat owners 

helped, too. 
 
1st death since 1968 

Until Sunday, the Covington force hadn't lost one of its own since July 1968, when 
Donald Ronnebaum was hit by a truck while he was directing traffic on Interstate  

75.  
 

 
Searchers look early Sunday at the bridge. 

(Glenn Hartong photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Officer Partin's death marked the ninth for 
the department since 1869, when City 

Marshal John T. Thompson was killed near 
the foot of the suspension bridge. 

 
But it was just a month ago today when 
the Cincinnati Police Division lost officers 

Ronald Jeter and Daniel Pope, both shot by 
a man the two were seeking on a domestic 

violence warrant. He killed himself shortly 
after shooting the officers. 
 

Two other Covington officers also 
responded to help Officer Kane. Though Lt. 

Col. Dorsey would not identify them, he 
said one of them saw Officer Partin fall. All three surviving officers talked to a 
psychologist Sunday morning. 

 
Sunday's events marked a role reversal for the two departments - Covington 

officers had been among the many who attended the Cincinnati visitations. Now 
they were the ones who need support. Cincinnati police spokesman Lt. Tim Schoch 

said his department would give back exactly the kind of help it got last month. 
 
The Bailey bridge is named for a Kentucky newspaperman who died in 1974. It was 

built that year to relieve some traffic clogging on the Brent Spence - Interstate 75-
71 bridge. Construction workers put a new superstructure on pre-existing piers. 

 
The bridge has been the sight of several falls and suicide attempts over the years, 
most recently during the Labor Day Riverfest celebration. A Hamilton woman fell 

from the concrete barrier onto a support beam about 20 feet below, the same beam 
on which Officer Partin's flashlight was found Sunday morning. Athena Robbins, 25, 

cut her chin and legs, and waited 90 minutes to be rescued. 
 
Quick offers of help 

The only positive sign officers could find as darkness lifted Sunday morning was the 
outpouring of help from all over Greater Cincinnati. Boats, search dogs, police 

officers and firefighters came out from all over Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. 
 
Up walked deputy jailers, Salvation Army disaster workers, a priest. They all patted 

police officers' backs and shook their hands. 
 

''We couldn't ask for more support,'' said Assistant Chief Steve Schmidt. 
 
As rescue workers searched the water, Steve Embree of Florence watched from in 

front of the Waterfront restaurant. A secretary at Mercy Hospital Anderson, he left 
work at 8 a.m. after listening to scanner traffic about the fall. 

 

 
Covington Police Lt. Col. Bill Dorsey 

reflects on the loss of his officer. 

(Saed Hindash photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/police/index.html
http://enquirer.com/police/index.html
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''Just right on the heels of what happened over in Cincinnati,'' he said, gesturing 
across the river and wiping tears from his face. ''It's just too much.'' 
 

Laura Goldberg and Gregory A. Hall contributed to this report. 

 

Tristate police suffer another blow 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partinreax05.html  

January 5, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - Sunday should have 

been the day Tristate police officers could 
remove the black bands from their badges, 
the end of a 30-day mourning period for 

two fallen Cincinnati officers. But the black 
bands will stay another month, this time 

for rookie Covington Officer Mike Partin. 
 
On the force just 15 months, he is 

presumed to have drowned early Sunday 
in the cold Ohio River after falling from the 

Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. He fell into the 
water wearing a black band across his own 

silver badge. 
 
The death, though in very different 

circumstances, again rocked Greater 
Cincinnati. 

 
''My prayers go out to the family and 
friends of the officer,'' said Cincinnati Mayor Roxanne Qualls. ''In the course of a 

month, we've lost three officers killed in the line of duty. 
 

''And his death reminds us again that the men and women who serve our 
communities as law enforcement officers make a tremendous sacrifice, and for 
some, that means their lives.'' 

 
Covington Commissioner Jim Eggemeier likened the search scene around the 

Waterfront restaurant Sunday morning, with dozens of somber officers milling 
around, to a funeral home visitation. 
 

''I feel that we're a family and a team,'' he said, ''and there's definitely a sense of 
loss on my part.'' 

 
Assistant Covington Police Chief Steve Schmidt marked his 24th year on the force 
last week and noted he hoped to finish his career without an incident like the Dec. 5 

shootings of Cincinnati Officer Daniel Pope and Spc. Ronald Jeter. But he was 
awakened about 3 a.m. Sunday to learn one of his third-shift charges, a 25-year-

old, was believed to be dead. 
 

 
Covington Police Spc. Ann Haegele 

hugs Officer Chris Perry near the site 

where Officer Mike Partin fell 

Sunday.  

(Glenn Hartong photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partinreax05.html
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''It's just not a call you ever want to get,'' 
he said. 

 
The news hit hard with Barb Cook, who 

works with officers as liaison for the city's 
neighborhood watch program: ''He 
deserves as much admiration for doing his 

job as if he'd been killed in any other 
way.'' The same support Covington 

showed Cincinnati last month - attending 
funerals and expressing sympathy - will be 
returned, Cincinnati police spokesman Lt. 

Tim Schoch said. 
 

''This police officer is a hero,'' said Officer 
Keith Fangman, the new president of 

Cincinnati's Fraternal Order of Police. ''He was attempting to help another police 

officer, and the end result was every cop's worst nightmare. 
 

''I think it's an absolute tragedy that another police officer has paid the ultimate 
price.''    Gregory A. Hall and Tanya Bricking contributed to this report. 

 

Rookie looked, acted like vet 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partinbio05.html  
January 5, 1998 BY GREGORY A. HALL  The Cincinnati Enquirer  
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - With his flattop crisply cut and wire-rimmed sunglasses, Mike 
Partin looked like a cop. 
 

The Covington policeman's fall from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge early Sunday 
ended what was a short, but promising career in law enforcement. Though his body 

had not been found as of Sunday evening, the Batavianative is presumed dead 
after trying to assist a Kenton County officer in an arrest. 

 
''He always looked the part, and he always acted the part,'' said Covington 
Assistant Chief Lt. Col. Bill Dorsey. ''And for his desire to be a police officer and to 

make our community better, he gave his life.'' 
 

Officer Partin, 25 of Taylor Mill, leaves a widow, Lisa. They had been married less 
than a year. 
 

Mayor Denny Bowman remembers swearing in Officer Partin on Sept. 9, 1996 in his 
office conference room - one of three men who joined the force that day. 

 
Some officers talk a lot or joke when they're sworn in, the mayor said. But not 
Officer Partin. ''Mike was a real quiet person.'' Officer Partin impressed Latonia 

resident Florence Corman almost a year ago when he responded to a call that her 
car tires had been slashed. 

 
NKU safety director Fred Otto and his 

wife, Jodi, spruce up the Northern 

Kentucky Police Memorial in 

Covington. 

(Yoni Pozner photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/05/loc_partinbio05.html


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  9 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

 
''He handled the case very well,'' she said. ''He 

did what he could do. He was very nice. I'm 
sorry to hear that.'' 

 
Being new on the force, Officer Partin worked 
the overnight shift - typically when many of 

the worst crimes occur. 
 

But Mayor Bowman and several other sources 
said Officer Partin was about to get better 
hours. 

 
Even with a better schedule, a policeman's 

work is inherently dangerous. 
 
As an officer's wife, Fran Vallandingham 

always carries the realization that her 
husband, Covington Detective Charles 

Vallandingham, could die in the line of duty. 
 

''You just try to suppress it and pray,'' she 
said. ''. . . You just never know if he's going to 
come through that door.'' 

 
Mrs. Vallandingham and her husband 

socialized with Officer Partin and his wife. 
 
''He was a very good family man and a very, 

very good policeman,'' she said.  
 

''He'll be sorely missed.''         Jane Prendergast contributed to this report. 
 

Officer's family grieves at river 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/06/loc_partin06.html  

January 6, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - As divers continued Monday to scour the Ohio River for the body 

of a Covington police officer, Greater Cincinnati got a glimpse of the depth of his 
family's grief - his wife of eight months came to the river to see where her husband 
disappeared. 

 
Lisa Partin could barely muster the strength to make it to the river's edge, but she 

wanted to see the efforts being made to find the body of her husband, Mike. He 
was helping another officer chase a suspect early Sunday when he fell through a 
gap along the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge and fell about 90 feet to the water below. 

 

 
Officer Mike Partin investigates a 

tire slashing in Latonia in January 

1997.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/06/loc_partin06.html
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''She just 
wanted to see 

what was 
transpiring 

here, what 
was being 
done on 

behalf of her 
husband,'' 

said Assistant 
Chief Lt. Col. 
Bill Dorsey, 

who helped 
escort Mrs. 

Partin. ''I 
think she was 
satisfied that 

we're doing 
everything we 

can.'' 
 

The search 
was called off 
overnight and 

resumed at 
dawn today. 

 
Late Monday 
afternoon, 

Mrs. Partin 
joined more 

than 100 
officers and 
officials as 

they walked 
to the spot on the bridge where her husband fell. They hung a wreath on the outer 

railing as search boats circled below. Cincinnati police officers guarded the bridge 
during the 20-minute ceremony, blocking all cars from entering. 
 

Officer Partin was the third Greater Cincinnati officer to die in 30 days, after the 
Dec. 5 shootings of Cincinnati policemen Ronald Jeter and Daniel Pope. Officer 

Partin's death was the first in the Covington department in almost 30 years and the 
ninth since 1869. 
 

He fell shortly after 2:30 a.m., apparently not aware there was a break almost 3 
feet wide between where he parked his cruiser and the walkway to which he tried 

to jump. He responded to the bridge at the request of Kenton County Police Officer  

 
Lisa Partin touches a wreath Monday on the Clay Wade Bailey 

Bridge in honor of her husband.  

(Michael E. Keating photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/police/index.html
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Brian Kane, who radioed for help 
after a man he stopped for a traffic 

violation, Shawnta Robertson, ran 
from him. 

 
Efforts to find Officer Partin were 
stepped up considerably Monday 

afternoon with the arrival of 16 
divers from Hamilton County Task 

Force One, a joint operation of the 
Loveland-Symmes Fire Department 
and the Hamilton and Clermont 

county sheriff's departments. 
 

The divers entered the cold, debris-
filled Ohio River in a spot near a pier where sonar and trained dogs had indicated 
the officer's body might be. 

 
The spot had been determined Sunday, but retrieval was made difficult by debris on 

the river floor, the swift current and small whirlpools around the pier. 
 

In the initial hours after Officer Partin's fall, representatives from police 
departments across the Tristate pledged the same kind of support offered to 
Cincinnati in the aftermath of the double shooting last month. By Monday morning, 

that outpouring became evident. 
 

Flower arrangements were piling up at the Northern Kentucky Police Memorial. 
Carnations and roses from the Ludlow department. Fresh bouquets from two 
probation and parole officers. Yellow mums from the Elsmere department in the 

shape of a badge. Notes from police officers. And notes from people Officer Partin 
never knew. 

 
The officer's family was deluged with support, too - from flowers to cakes and 
messages, Lt. Col. Dorsey said. Anyone who wants to contribute to a fund for the 

family can do so through any Star Bank branch. 
 

As search crews got closer to providing closure for Officer Partin's family, Mr. 
Robertson, the 20-year-old Cincinnati man the officer was rushing to help arrest, 
was in deeper trouble. 

 
He is on probation for a 1996 conviction in Hamilton County for corruption of a 

minor. Mr. Robertson is now wanted by authorities there because his arrest Sunday 
could constitute a violation of that probation. In addition to the Kenton County 
charges of driving under the influence and possession of marijuana, he faces arrest 

on the Hamilton County warrant. 
 

 
Covington Officer Pat Noll stands in silent 

vigil at the spot when Officer Partin fell to 

his death.  

(Michael E. Keating photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Support built through the day Monday for even more charges against Mr. Robertson 

because of the officer's death. Though Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring said he 
did not think any felony charges were likely, many officers urged it. 

 
Officer Partin's colleagues think ''the person that started all this bears the 
responsibility of what happened,'' Lt. Col. Dorsey said. 

 
That sentiment was repeated at the Northern Kentucky Police Memorial, in the yoke 

of the Roebling Suspension Bridge, in a handwritten note pinned to a white teddy 
bear. ''Officer Mike,'' it read, ''may God bless your courageous heart. May the 
criminal who caused this police chase be justly and severely punished.'' 

 
Mr. Robertson's arraignment in Kenton County is set for Thursday.  

 
He posted $500 bond and was released from jail hours after his arrest on the 
bridge. 

 

 
Mrs. Partin placed a picture frame with a handwritten note to her husband at 

the Northern Kentucky Police Memorial. It read: "Michael, my heart is so 

broken for you. You got this at Christmas (our first Christmas). I know you love 

this. I love you, Lisa." She also wrote their wedding date: April 26, 1997. 

(Michael E. Keating photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Officer Partin, a 1990 graduate of Glen Este 
High School, started two years for the 

school's football team, making All Queen City 
Conference his senior year at defensive end. 

He led the team in sacks and was second in 
tackles. He was also a member of the 
National Honor Society, said his coach, Dennis 

Ashworth, who lives in Boone County. 
 

Sorrow for the Partin family continued to 
spread through the Tristate police community, 
reminding every officer of the dangers of the 

job. 
 

''Officers do stuff like this every single day,'' 
said Lt. Mike Ward of the Crescent Springs 
Police Department. ''We preach, 'Take it easy, 

you can't do any good unless you get there in 
one piece.' 

 
''But we all take chances that we shouldn't. 

That's just the nature of this business.'' 

 
Bridge gap has a purpose 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/06/loc_partinbridge06.html  

January 6, 1998 BY GREGORY A. HALL The Cincinnati 
Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - The gap in the Clay Wade Bailey 
Bridge through which Officer Mike Partin fell goes 

unnoticed every day by people crossing on foot and in 
cars. 
 

Officer Partin's fall Sunday is the second such incident on 
the bridge in five months. Although it may surprise some, 

suspending sidewalks from the side of a bridge is 
accepted practice, a state engineer said Monday. 

 
''There's always going to be areas on a bridge structure 
that could be dangerous or hazardous,'' said Rob Hans, 

bridge engineer for the state transportation cabinet's 
Northern Kentucky district. 

 
Jumping the nearly 3-foot gap means risking a 92-foot 
fall into the Ohio River when it's at normal depth. The 

handrail is 8 inches taller than the concrete wall. 

 
A teddy bear with a hand-written 

note was left at the Northern 

Kentucky Police Memorial.  

(Michael E. Keating photo) 

 
Covington firefighter 

Chris Van Meter clims 

down a ladder into the 

gap between the 

roadway, left, and the 

walkway, right.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/06/loc_partinbridge06.html
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Officer Partin was trying to jump the gap after parking his cruiser on the bridge to 
assist a Kenton County officer in an arrest on the walkway. 

 
For police, it's an unavoidable risk in emergencies when time matters, said Lt. Col. 

Bill Dorsey, Covington's assistant chief. Though the gap may not make sense to a 
casual observer, it serves several purposes, Mr. Hans said. 
 

It provides space for the bridge's steel support beams - 2 feet, 2 inches wide – to 
connect with concrete piers. The space also allows inspectors access to view the 

underside up close. 
 
City officials said they'll wait until Officer Partin's body is found to 

discuss whether improvements should be made to the bridge. 
 

Pro divers added to search 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/07/loc_partin07.html  

Officials begin considering when to give up 
January 7, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - Frustrated by a fruitless around-the-clock search for 
the body of a Covington police officer, the city brought in professional divers 

Tuesday. 
 

Dozens of mourning firefighters and police officers have stood watch at the 
Waterfront restaurant since Officer Mike Partin fell from the Clay Wade Bailey 
Bridge about 2:30 a.m. Sunday. 

 
But on the third day, the question loomed as to when the search might end. 

 
''We understand that there are some limits to what we are doing,'' Assistant 
Covington Police Chief Bill Dorsey said Tuesday afternoon. ''But we're not ready to 

discuss that yet.'' 
 

Assistant City Manager Tom Steidel said he and City Manager Greg Jarvis have 
begun thinking about when to call off the search. But he said that would not be 
done until everyone involved agrees it's time to quit. 

 
Getting that consensus might be difficult, given that officials have even had trouble 

persuading volunteer searchers and helpers to leave the site to rest. Covington Fire 
Chief Joe Heringhaus was among those who had to be ordered home, Lt. Col. 
Dorsey said. 

 
The new divers, of Aquarius Marine Inc. in Ludlow, took to the Ohio River in 

enclosed metal helmets that protected their heads from the incredible amounts of 
debris in the water. Tethered to a barge parked near the pier where Officer Partin 

fell, the divers took down cameras. 
 

 
Mike 

Partin 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/07/loc_partin07.html
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The biggest chunks of unnatural debris are likely pieces of the C&O Bridge, 
predecessor to the Clay Wade Bailey, which was blown into the water in 1970 in 

preparation for its successor, which opened in 1974. Much of that steel was 
dredged out of the water, but not all of it, said Ken Crawford, public affairs officer 

for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Louisville. 
 
The Corps only commits to making sure the river has a navigable channel 9 feet 

deep, he said, and that generally is down the middle of the water. 
 

Officer Partin's body is believed to be amid dense debris outside that channel, he 
said. 
 

Divers have been struggling against the river's current, Lt. Col. Dorsey said. A 200-
pound man had to add 80 pounds of weight to himself just to keep steady against 

the moving water. 
 
Officials waited several hours Tuesday for a piece of sonar equipment from the 

Corps of Engineers that would hang on the edge of a boat and show a more 
comprehensive picture of the river bottom. But dense fog rolled back across the 

water before nightfall, leading officials to predict that they would have to call off the 
search until morning. 

 
The man Officer Partin was helping chase, Shawnta Robertson, 20, of Cincinnati, is 
scheduled to appear in court in Covington on Thursday. He is charged with 

possession of marijuana and driving under the influence. 
 

The chase began when Kenton County Police Officer Brian Kane stopped Mr. 
Robertson for a traffic violation. Mr. Robertson ran from Officer Kane, who called for 
help. Officer Partin drove past the two running on the bridge. Trying to head the 

suspect off, he parked his cruiser and was trying to jump onto the walkway when 
he fell through a gap between it and the road. 

 
As the search continued, support for Officer Partin's family and the rest of the 
Covington Police Department continued to be displayed in various ways throughout 

the community. Visitors to the Northern Kentucky police memorial came in a steady 
stream Tuesday morning. 

 
And a new message popped up on a sign outside the SuperAmerica at the Fifth 
Street exit: ''We support our local police.'' 

  

Rain slows search for officer 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/08/loc_partin08.html  

Current forces divers out of river 
January 8, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - Nasty weather forced a scaling back Wednesday of 
the search for missing police Officer Mike Partin, but experts say the 
same rain might help recover the body. 

 
Mike 

Partin 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/08/loc_partin08.html


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  16 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

 
Divers had to leave the Ohio River because the all-day, steady rainfall made the 

water flow faster, endangering divers, said Assistant Covington Police Chief Bill 
Dorsey. But quicker currents could dislodge Officer Partin's body. 

 
''We're expecting a lot of rain up and down the Ohio River Valley in the next couple 
of days,'' said Ken Crawford, public affairs spokesman for the Army Corps of 

Engineers in Louisville. ''That could move things quite a bit.'' 
 

As the search continues this morning, the man who prompted the chase that 
ultimately turned fatal for Officer Partin is expected to turn himself in, said his 
lawyer, Ken Lawson. 

 
Shawnta Robertson, 20, will face a Hamilton County probation violation charge filed 

against him after the chase on the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. His probation was 
based in part on the condition that he not have any other contact with the law 
before August 1999. 

 
If convicted of violating probation, Mr. Robertson faces having to serve the 150 

days in jail that a Hamilton County judge suspended. 
 

If Mr. Robertson answers the Hamilton County charge first, it could mean that 
Kenton County will not get him until his jail time there is up. He is charged in 
Kentucky with driving under the influence, possession of marijuana and running a 

red light. 
 

Meanwhile, Kenton County prosecutors continued to consider whether additional 
charges could be filed against Mr. Robertson because of Officer Partin's death. 
Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring was on the bridge Wednesday with Covington 

investigators, Lt. Col. Dorsey said. Mr. Buring's office would handle any felony 
charges. 

 
County Attorney Garry Edmondson's office is waiting for Mr. Buring to decide what 
he might do. If Mr. Buring does not add charges, county prosecutors will begin 

investigating what they might be able to add, such as resisting arrest, said chief 
prosecutor Bill Crockett. 

 
If convicted of the current Kenton County charges, Mr. Robertson could go to jail 
for a year for the drug charge and 30 days on the DUI and be fined as much as 

$1,100. 
 

The chase began when he ran from Kenton County Police Officer Brian Kane, who 
had stopped him for allegedly driving through a red light. Officer Kane radioed for 
help. Officer Partin responded, slipping through a gap in the bridge while trying to 

jump from the roadway to the walkway where the chase was going on. 
 

As the legal issues begin to proceed through the courts, the search for Officer 
Partin's body will continue today with searchers using a grid system to probe other 
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areas of the river. They are convinced now that the officer's body is not in the spot 
just below the bridge where they had focused their search since Officer Partin fell 

about 2:30 a.m. Sunday. 
 

Divers had to leave the water Wednesday because the all-day steady rain had 
increased the water's current, making it more dangerous for them to go in. 
But Lt. Col. Dorsey insisted the search was not nearing an end: ''Enough is enough 

when we find the body.'' 
 

Police weary but determined 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/09/loc_partin09.html  

Body search goes fifth day 
January 9, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - Helicopters and boats combed the Ohio River and its 
shorelines Thursday, the fifth exhausting day of searching for the body 

of a police officer. 
 

Workers also followed the lines of debris in the river, looking for anything floating. 
They identified five or six spots where debris appeared to be piled up, places they'll 
check today, Assistant Police Chief Bill Dorsey said. 

 
A piece of sonar equipment flown in Wednesday from Colorado still had not been 

used as of Thursday evening. Rain added to the current's swiftness, Lt. Col. Dorsey 
said, making it impossible to use the special scanner. 
 

''I can tell you that the troops are drained,'' he said, referring to the search's effects 
on morale. ''We're all thinking about it.'' 

 
Officer Mike Partin, 25, on the force for 15 months, was last seen about 2:30 a.m. 
Sunday when he fell into the cold water from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge linking 

Covington and Cincinnati. He slipped through a gap between the roadway and 
walkway while rushing to help another officer chase a fleeing suspect. 

 
That suspect, Shawnta Robertson, 20, of Cincinnati, is scheduled for a hearing this 
morning in a Hamilton County courtroom, where he will answer allegations he 

violated his probation in an unrelated case. Kenton County authorities hope he can 
be brought across the river shortly after the court appearance so the case 

stemming from the chase can move through Kentucky courts. 
 
It is possible to extradite a person to Kentucky to face misdemeanors, though it's 

not done routinely. 
 

For this case, however, that process will take place if necessary, said Kenton 
County Attorney Garry Edmondson. Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring has not 

said whether he might add charges to Mr. Robertson's case because a police officer 
died. 
 

 
Mike 
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Mr. Robertson is charged with disregarding a red light, possession of marijuana, 
driving under the influence and resisting arrest, a charge added in a court hearing 

Thursday. 
 

Mr. Robertson did not appear at his arraignment in Covington because he had 
turned himself in to probation officials in Hamilton County and was in jail there. 
His attorney, Ken Lawson, said Mr. Robertson feels the weight of the circumstances 

on his shoulders. 
 

''It's a lot of weight on him, you know,'' the lawyer said. ''I mean, it's a tragic 
situation.'' 
 

Officials say they will continue to try to find their colleague - for as long as it takes. 
The question may be a difficult one in another way: Officer Partin's wife of eight 

months, Lisa, cannot draw her husband's benefits until he is legally considered 
dead. If his body is not found readily, a death certificate can be sought 
by filing a petition in circuit court. 

 

Death, search take toll on chief 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/10/loc_partin10.html  

Covington force expands search on 6th day 
January 10, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer. 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - Most days, Police Chief Al Bosse doesn't say much. 
He is quiet, sometimes to the point of being misunderstood. Until Friday, he hadn't 
spoken out about the department's first loss of an officer in almost 30 years. Some 

misunderstood that too, thinking he didn't have much to say about Officer Mike 
Partin. 

 
That's not true. 
 

''It's been hard on everyone up here,'' the chief said in an interview with The 
Enquirer. ''From the police chief's point of view, the commander's point of view . . . 

it's kind of a gut-wrenching feeling that you get. But I don't think anybody wants to 
give up. We're not even thinking about it.'' 
 

The chief was a rookie the last time a man who wore the Covington Police 
Department badge died in the line of duty. That was Donald Ronnebaum, who was 

hit by a truck on Interstate 75 in July 1968. Then-Officer Bosse had been doing the 
same traffic detail just an hour or so before. 
 

''That's one of the things I was hoping,'' he said, ''to get through my term and not 
lose any of my officers.'' 

 
Crews searched for Officer Partin's body again Friday for a sixth day, on two boats. 

One traveled 14 miles down one shoreline, then returned up the other side, 
checking to see whether Officer Partin's body had washed up. The 14-mile mark 
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was set because authorities estimated that would be how far the body could have 
traveled. 

 
The other boat pushed along what is called the debris line, the path in the water 

where much of the debris collects and moves downstream, and checked around 
barges. The teams also checked the five or six spots identified Thursday where 
extra debris collected. Divers have not been used for several days. 

 
''I think some of us have started the grieving process,'' Assistant Chief Bill Dorsey 

said. ''They know that Mike's gone.'' 
 
Support for the department and Officer Partin's widow, Lisa, continued to come 

from around the community. One company made special badges for officers' 
spouses to wear. Covington firefighters donated a banner to be hung on police 

headquarters at 20th Street and Madison Avenue. 
 
The Cincinnati Police Division put information about Officer Partin on its Web 

page www.cincinnatipolice.org/mpartin.htm> Sgt. Ron Baker planned to work over 
the weekend on Covington's page, hoping to add a memorial to Officer Partin. 

 
Shawnta Robertson, 20, of Cincinnati, the man who started the chase that Officer 

Partin was helping with when he fell off the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge about 2:30 
a.m. Sunday, was sentenced to 150 days in jail Friday for violating his probation on 
an unrelated Hamilton County charge. 

 
It is unclear when he will be returned to Kenton County to face charges of resisting 

arrest, driving under the influence, possession of marijuana and running a red light. 
In court Friday, Mr. Robertson said he was sorry for Officer Partin's death but that it 
wasn't his fault. 

 
''His family has my deepest sympathy,'' he said. 

 
That's not enough for the Covington officers who want to see him held responsible 
for Officer Partin's death. Chief Bosse agreed. ''He's the one that started the whole 

thing,'' he said. ''Somebody lost their life.'' 
 

But if prosecutors cannot add more charges, ''People will be able to deal 
with that,'' he said. ''We have to live within the system.'' 
 

Partin recalled as a kind officer 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/11/loc_partin11.html  

Honors planned as search goes on 
January 11, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - He was the kind of guy who'd wear a cowboy hat 

with his black wedding tux, and who didn't much care that friends ribbed him for 
being a fan of NASCAR driver Mark Martin. He could cut a pretty good rug line-
dancing, too. 
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That's one dimension of the personal life of Mike Partin, who fell off the Clay Wade 

Bailey Bridge one week ago todaywhile helping another officer chase a fleeing 
suspect. The body of the 25-year-old Covington police officer remained unfound in 

the Ohio River on Saturday. 
 
But another measure of the man is his professional life. In his 15 months on the 

force, he handled 168 cases that resulted in criminal or traffic charges for adults. 
His number of calls is far higher when juvenile cases and calls for help that didn't 

result in court action are counted. 
 
His last arrest, according to court records, took place at 5 a.m. on New Year's Day. 

He helped take to jail a 24-year-old man charged with alcohol intoxication. 
 

To honor Officer Partin's dedication and sincerity, Police Chief Al Bosse will ask the 
city commission to rename police headquarters after him. Chief Bosse said he will 
also retire Officer Partin's badge number and award him the city's Legion of Honor 

medal. 
 

On Friday, the Kentucky House of Representatives passed a resolution that called 
Officer Partin a true hero. The resolution read, ''A life spent worthily is measured by 

deeds, not years, and through his compassion, enthusiasm and genuine concern for 
his fellow man, Officer Mike Partin is worthy of the highest commendation.'' 
 

A glimpse at how the man who wore badge No. 0163 did his job shows he was a 
by-the-book but kind public servant. 

 
Pam Kennedy has a criminal record. So when she called for help last month after 
her children's Christmas presents were missing, she expected she might not be 

treated with much courtesy by the officers who responded. 
 

She thought she sensed a little bit of that when Officer Partin and another man 
came to her door in the City Heights public housing complex. He asked whether 
they could come in and look around. She showed them the downstairs closet - the 

things she had been given by the Be Concerned social service agency were still 
there; what she'd bought at a dollar store were gone. 

 
Officer Partin and his colleague took down enough information for their report, 
talked a minute and left. But he was back about 90 minutes later, a ''big, huge'' box 

in his hands. He tried to convince 12-year-old Felicia, who is mentally handicapped, 
that he had been sent by Santa Claus. 

 
''He said, 'Honey, you're going to have to go upstairs because Santa Claus told me 
not let you see this,' '' her mom recalled. 

 
The girl wouldn't budge. Officer Partin finally gave up two teddy bears to her so he 

could sneak in the door with the rest. By the time he left, Felicia, her sister and two 
brothers would have a bigger Christmas than their mom could have provided. He 
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also gave Ms. Kennedy the phone number of a Covington bingo hall, where she got 
more help. 

 
''He just walked out after taking the report and said, 'Are you gonna be home? '' 

she said. ''I said yes. I didn't have anywhere to go. I had no idea what he was 
going to go do.'' 
 

Ms. Kennedy wrote a letter to the police department, telling Officer Partin's 
supervisors how grateful she was. 

 
''He was non-judgmental,'' she said. You don't know what that meant to me.'' 
 

Thomas Howell readily admits to having been in some trouble. He's 16. Some of the 
times, Officer Partin was involved. 

 
Officer Partin ''was pretty nice to me,'' he said last week as he stood in front of the 
Northern Kentucky police memorial in Covington. The spot was covered in flowers, 

notes and candles in honor of the fallen officer. 
 

He might have looked a little out of place at the memorial, a teen-ager who'd been 
arrested by the very person for whom the mementos were placed. He said he came 

by because he had heard about the officer's fall and he just wanted to pay his 
respects. 
 

''He was a nice guy,'' Thomas said. 
 

Officer Partin talked to him about where his life was headed and about trying to 
turn it around. 
 

''He made me think about it, I guess,'' he said. ''I guess I should think about it.'' 
 

Police might re-evaluate search 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/11/loc_kysearch11.html  

January 11, 1998 BY ANDREA TORTORA The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 
COVINGTON, Ky. - If his body is not found today, police officials will evaluate how 

the search for Officer Mike Partin should continue, Assistant Chief Bill Dorsey said. 
Police, divers and volunteers started searching the Ohio River a week ago after 

Officer Partin fell off the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge while helping another officer 
chase a suspect. 
 

''It's very frustrating,'' Assistant Chief Dorsey said Saturday. ''We are going through 
all of the normal feelings of anger, grief and loss, and yet we can't let that get in 

the way. . . . We have a body to recover, a city to police and a community to 
protect.'' 
 

Saturday's good weather brought out the biggest search effort since Officer Partin 
fell. 
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From the air, land and water, more than 150 people scoured more than 40 miles of 

the Ohio River. 
 

Two helicopters provided by the National Guard and the Kentucky State Police 
searched the shoreline from Cincinnati to Aurora, Ind. 
 

Ten search-and-rescue dogs combed the riverbanks with 100 people looking for 
clues on foot. 

 
Three boats worked until dark, checking drift lines, barges, moorings and piles of 
floating debris. 

 
Covington police said they will conduct the same search effort today 

before deciding on the most productive way to continue looking. 
 

Weather delays hunt for officer 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/13/loc_partin13.html  

January 13, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - Weather again fouled up the search for Officer Mike 

Partin's body, causing his bosses Monday to postpone looking until the 
Ohio River recedes. 
 

But they insisted the decision did not mean they have stopped looking for the 25-
year-old officer. 

 
''It's a terrible feeling, very frustrating,'' Assistant Chief Bill Dorsey said of the 
delay. 

 
Rising water and quick current made it unsafe for people, and even boats, to be in 

the water, he said. 
 

''The searchers have performed above and beyond the call of duty in every 
respect,'' Lt. Col. Dorsey said in a statement. ''Everything humanly possible to find 
our fallen comrade has been done.'' 

 
As of Monday morning, the water had risen almost 1� feet in 24 hours, to 49 feet - 

3 feet under flood stage. Searches by helicopter were supposed to continue, but 
Monday's weather prohibited that, too. 
 

Officer Partin fell into the water from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge early Jan. 4 while 
trying to help another officer chase a suspect. He had been on the force 15 months. 

Married eight months, he and his wife, Lisa, lived in Taylor Mill. 
 
Mrs. Partin cannot access any financial benefits while her husband is presumed 

dead. A death certificate is necessary for her to draw the money. That can be 
issued after a petition is filed in court and a judge agrees to sign it. 

 
Mike 
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Kentucky law says a person who ''goes from and does not return to this state for 

seven successive years'' can be legally considered dead. The seven-year rule, 
however, can be overcome if enough evidence is presented to convince a judge the 

person is dead. 
 
The suspect being chased, Shawnta Robertson, 20, remains in jail in Cincinnati for 

an unrelated probation violation. In connection with the chase, he faces 
misdemeanor counts in Kenton County of driving under the influence, resisting 

arrest, running a red light and possession of marijuana. 
 
Kenton County Attorney Garry Edmondson said Monday his office was still trying to 

have Mr. Robertson extradited to Kentucky to face the chase charges before his 
150-day Ohio sentence is up. 

 
Arrangements for services for Officer Partin are tentative, pending the 
recovery of his body 

 

Police: Donation calls are fake 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/14/loc_partin14.html  

Claims to be helping Partin family probed 
January 14, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON - Police officers, trying to cope Tuesday with having their 
missing colleague declared legally dead, must now investigate attempts to profit 
from his death. 

 
Police warned the public Tuesday that any telephone calls from people who claim to 

be collecting money for Officer Mike Partin's family are fakes. 
 
Assistant Chief Bill Dorsey, department spokesman, promised that the callers, if 

found, would be aggressively prosecuted. ''These people are felons, and they are 
frauds.'' 

 
He got reports of two solicitation calls Monday from Cincinnati residents. It was the 
same day he had to stand in a Kenton Circuit courtroom and lay out the reasons 

the police department wanted Judge Steven Jaeger to declare the 25-year-old 
dead. He had been with the department for 15 months. 

 
Judge Jaeger granted the request. That freed Lt. Col. Dorsey to take the declaration 
Tuesday to Frankfort, Ky., to obtain a death certificate. 

 
That is required for Officer Partin's wife of eight months, Lisa, to access benefits, 

from workers' compensation and insurance to funds designed for officers who die in 
the line of duty. 

 

 
Mike 
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Meanwhile, organizers are gearing up to again search for Officer Partin's 
body when the river recedes. The swift current and rising water made it 

too dangerous the past couple of days. 
 

Donations should be sent to the Covington Police Department, 1929 

Madison Road, 41014, or any Star Bank branch. 

  

Hints taunt river searchers 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1998/01/25/loc_kysearch25.html  

Officer missing three weeks now 
January 25, 1998 BY CINDY SCHROEDER and WALT SCHAEFER  The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 

Air and boat searches of the Ohio River will resume today, as Tristate police 
agencies and rescue organizations continue looking for the body of Covington Police 

Officer Michael Partin. 
 
More than 300 area volunteers and rescue workers Saturday combed the banks of 

the Ohio River and its tributaries in search of the officer's body. Officer Partin fell 
from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge early Jan. 4 during a chase. 

 
''Unfortunately, we have to report it has been a long, cold, hard day of searching . . 
. (and) once again we have not been able to find the body of Police Officer Mike 

Partin,'' said Assistant Chief Bill Dorsey of the Covington Police Department. 

 
Mike 

Partin 

Kathy Dayhoff-Dwyer, rear, another EMT, and Rennen, a search dog, check a pile 

of driftwood off Sayler Park where three dogs indicated an alert.  

(Tony Jones photo) 
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Lt. Col. Dorsey said the rising river will make the banks too slippery and dangerous 

for foot searches. 
 

Twenty boats, including some with underwater cameras, and a National Guard 
helicopter took part in the search. Areas of the Ohio and Kentucky shores 
downstream from Cincinnati were searched, as was all of the Dearborn County 

shoreline in Indiana. 
 

Six dogs trained to locate cadavers ''made three or four hits'' in debris fields along 
the river, Lt. Col. Dorsey said. 
 

At one such area in the 5900 block of River Road in Sayler Park, three dogs 
affiliated with the Vanderburgh County Emergency Management Agency in 

Evansville, Ind., led authorities to a driftwood-covered mound at the river's edge. 
The dogs are trained in water searches and can pick up a cadaver's scent in the air. 
 

After one of the dogs, Stryder, indicated an ''alert,'' or hit, just after 11 a.m., two 
other dogs - Kirstie and Rennen - confirmed the find by digging in the same area 

and barking. 
 

Officers said they planned to return to the scene this morning and have a boat 
remove the trees, driftwood and other debris so they could dig in the spot the dogs 
had indicated. 

 
''Not being able to find (Officer Partin) right off the bat is mentally fatiguing,'' said 

Hamilton County Deputy Sheriff John Shapter, as he walked a hilly bank in Sayler 
Park. 
 

''I think the general consensus is we want to find him for the family, so 
they can get some sort of closure.'' 

 

Police, family stuck in grief 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/02/04/loc_kypartin04.html  

Search for body still fruitless 
February 4, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. - It has been a month today since Officer Mike Partin 
fell into the Ohio River. 
 

While his wife of less than a year grieves over the loss of her husband, the 
Covington police force of 100 also continues to mourn his disappearance. 

 
They have to keep those feelings in check as they continue to search for his body, 
with chances for retrieval dimming as the days go by. 

 
Dealing with grief after an officer dies on the job is one of the topics key to the 

International Association of Chiefs of Police. The organization used a federal grant 
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to develop a policy statement departments can use as a guideline for handling line-
of-duty deaths. It's a process put into place by departments across the country, for 

159 officer deaths last year alone. 
 

But when the officer is presumed dead but hasn't been found? Spokeswoman Sara 
Johnson wasn't sure what to recommend. 
 

''That's terrible,'' she said. ''I'm not sure I've ever heard of that happening before.'' 
Officer Partin, who would be celebrating his 26th birthday Saturday, fell into the 

river early Jan. 4 while he was helping another officer chase a suspect. He had been 
on the force 15 months. 
 

Helicopters and boats still search regularly. But officials know they may not find him 
for quite some time. 

 
Several people have suggested that the search be stopped, to which Assistant Chief 
Bill Dorsey responds: ''Do you want to tell his wife we're going to quit?'' 

 
''I think as long as we have people that are as concerned about this officer as we 

are, we'll keep looking,'' Lt. Col. Dorsey said. ''If people can come from Toledo to 
look, certainly we can look.'' Besides, he said, the search isn't costing much - the 

National Guard helicopter is free thanks to taxpayers; the water-rescue boats have 
cost only some fuel money. The largest expense so far has been $4,300 to hire 
professional divers. 

 
The chief said he speaks to Mrs. Partin daily. She is not ready to allow any kind of 

memorial service or to let her husband's name be etched into the Northern 
Kentucky Police Memorial. 
 

Several fund-raisers are in the works for the officer's family, one at the Yucatan 
Liquor Stand on Feb. 15 being planned in part by Officer Dennis Sparks, a friend of 

Officer Partin's and his first training officer. Together they painted a chess set, 
something Officer Sparks now finds difficult to look at. 
 

The money will help Mrs. Partin and her 11-year-old daughter, in addition to 
$130,000 from a federal fund for officers killed on duty. Mrs. Partin, formerly a 

restaurant manager, has been unable to return to work. 
 

Benefit helps officer's family 
capecodtimes.com/article/19991021/news01/310219977   
February 16, 1998 BY EARNEST WINSTON The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - The mood was upbeat Sunday during a nine-hour 

fund-raiser for the family of missing Covington Police Officer Mike 
Partin. 
 

Hundreds of colleagues, friends, family members and supporters gathered at the 
Yucatan Liquor Stand at Covington Landing. 

 
Mike 

Partin 
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The entertainment included a duet - 

''Tears In Heaven'' - by Officer Dennis 
Sparks and Spc. Dean Abner. 

 
''We developed a real close friendship,'' 
said Officer Sparks, who helped plan the 

benefit. 
 

Officer Partin is presumed to have 
drowned after he jumped over a concrete 
barrier and fell into the Ohio River on Jan. 

4. He was helping another officer chase a 
fleeing man on the Clay Wade Bailey 

Bridge. His body has not been found. 
 
The family, who gathered on the second 

floor at the Yucatan, was unavailable for 
comment. 

 
''I couldn't ever imagine what she (Officer Partin's wife) could be going through. I 

don't know how I'd be able to take it,'' said Officer Sparks' wife, Vonna. 
 
Mrs. Sparks and several other wives of officers assisted with raffle tickets and door 

prizes. So many people volunteered to help with the fund-raiser that many had to 
be turned away. 

 
''It really wasn't any hesitation on our part. We're glad to do it,'' said Rick 
Marksberry of Del Rio, one of about a dozen bands that volunteered their services. 

 
Supporters wore black and blue ribbons that were handed out upon entering the 

benefit. 
 
''We have a very strong feeling about Covington. We're a very close-knit 

community,'' said Carolyn Hanks of Covington. ''And we feel strongly that we 
should support our police department.'' Mrs. Hanks' husband, William, said, ''To 

lose one of our policemen is a personal loss.'' 
 
Brad McPhillamy of Union, who was waiting for friends to join him, said he wanted 

to show his respect. 
 

''This guy put his life on the line. The least I can do is donate 20 or 30 bucks,'' Mr. 
McPhillamy said. 
 

Assistant Chief Steve Schmidt said the entire department has been moved by the 
show of support from the community. 

 

 
Covington Police Sgt. Robert M. Ervin 

hangs a banner at a benefit for Officer 

Mike Partin's family at Yucatan Liquor 

Stand at Covington Landing. At left is 

Covington Fire Capt. Kirk Reinhart 

and, center, former Covington 

policeman Ed Lauer.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 
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''Yes, it's very difficult for me to ever come here by the river, to come into this 
building because of the memories. I'm sure in time it'll go away. But it's difficult,'' 

Lt. Col. Schmidt said. 
 

The Yucatan Liquor Stand donated its facility and several employees for the benefit. 
Covington Neighborhood Watch also provided food. Responding to the depth of 
community support, Spc. Abner said, ''I'm glad I'm a cop.'' 

 
Between 1,000 and 1,200 people were expected to attend, said Spc. Abner, who 

also helped with the benefit. 
 

Police to remove bands of mourning 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/03/19/loc_kypartin19.html  
Lapel pins will honor Covington officer 

March 19, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

COVINGTON - Police officers will remove the 
mourning bands from their badges today, replacing 
them with new pins to honor fallen Officer Mike 

Partin. 
 

In a memo issued Wednesday, Chief Al Bosse 
ordered removed the bands officers have worn on 
their badges since Officer Partin fell into the Ohio 

River on Jan. 4. He also said he would recommend 
to Mayor Denny Bowman that all city flags stop 

being flown at half-staff.  
 
The department's hurt and frustration are natural, 

the chief's memo said, but it is time to set a 
standard for how the situation should be handled. 

 
"As is the case with any tragedy, a healing period must be allowed to take place," 

the memo said. "We must show our strength by moving on with our lives, but never 
forgetting the sacrifice and the memory of our fallen brother." 
 

The move to the lapel pins was made with the support of the Covington Fraternal 
Order of Police and after consulting with Officer Partin's widow, Lisa. The chief 

authorized the pins to be worn for a year and said the bands will return to the 
badges when his body is found. 
 

The investigation continues into the chase that ended with Officer Partin's fall. 
Detectives and experts in scene reconstruction headed to the Clay Wade Bailey 

Bridge again Wednesday, this time with the Kenton County Police Department's 
computerized mapping equipment. 
 

Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring declined to say what he has decided regarding 
possible charges against Shawnta Robertson, 20, of Cincinnati, whom Officer Partin 

 
To honor fallen Covington Police 

Officer Mike Partin, a lapel pin 
will be worn on police uniforms. 

(Glenn Hartong photo) 
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was helping to chase. He remains in jail in Cincinnati for an unrelated probation 
violation and faces Kenton County charges of driving under the influence, 

possession of marijuana and running a red light. That case returns to court April 2. 
 

Whether Mr. Robertson can be charged with anything else because of 
the officer's death is not yet known. 
 

'Life is really lonely now' 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/04/04/loc_kywife04.html  

Officer's wife awaits discovery of body 
April 4, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 
TAYLOR MILL - The temperature of the Ohio River on Friday was 55 

degrees. 
Not many people would have reason to 

know that. But Lisa Partin does. For 
her, the number indicates when she 
might reasonably expect to be able to 

bury her husband. 
 

The love of her life, Covington Police 
Officer Mike Partin, fell into freezing 
water early Jan. 4. Helping another 

officer chase a man, he slipped 
through an open space on the Clay 

Wade Bailey Bridge. He was 25 and an 
officer for just 15 months. 
 

The water was frigid then, three 
months ago today. It is warming now. 

And the warmer it is, the more likely it 
is that Officer Partin's remains will 
surface. 

 
Those are the hard facts of life now for 

this 29-year-old widow. She has 
planned his funeral, but waits for word 

there's finally a body to bury. 
''Life is really lonely now,'' Mrs. Partin 
said Friday afternoon, sitting in a black 

leather chair in the living room of her 
apartment, the same chair she barely 

got out of for days after her husband never came home. 
 
''I miss him so much,'' she said. ''He taught me so much. He read poetry to me. He 

was so literate. He just wasn't ordinary.'' 
 

 
Mike 

Partin 

 
Lisa Partin looks at a picture of her late 

husband, Covington Police Officer Mike 

Partin. 

(Michael Snyder photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/04/04/loc_kywife04.html
http://enquirer.com/partin
http://enquirer.com/partin


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  30 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

Mrs. Partin agreed to talk for a variety of reasons. She was ready to. She wanted to 
praise the grand jury's indictment last week of Shawnta Robertson, the man her 

husband was helping chase when he fell into the water. She wanted to thank the 
Kentucky General Assembly for legislation that makes it a felony to flee a police 

officer. 
 
''It has his name on it,'' she said. ''And it says that if you're going to run from a 

police officer, you're going to pay the penalty for it.'' 
 

She also wanted to squelch some particularly nasty rumors. 
 
''We don't have Mike's body,'' she said, shaking her head in amazement that 

anyone would think such a thing. ''We don't have a piece of Mike's body, not his 
arm or his leg. 

 
''And there's no insurance scam. There's not enough money in the world to go 
through this.'' 

 
Through a greeting card and note, she has formed an initial bond with Linda Pope, 

the wife of Cincinnati police officer Daniel Pope, who was shot to death a month 
before Officer Partin fell. She hopes they can get together sometime, when the hurt 

isn't so new. 
 
Mrs. Partin talked about the man with whom she would be celebrating one year of 

marriage later this month. They married April 26, 1997, at his church, St. Timothy's 
Episcopal in Anderson Township. He wanted the tradition and the religion of a 

church ceremony with lots of people. 
 
That's the kind of guy he was, she said - the kind who believed in tradition, God, 

respect and discipline. All that meshed to make him a natural, she said, for police 
work - a job he had wanted since he was a boy. 

 
Introduced by her mother, the two went dancing on their first date Oct. 15, 1994, 
and knew almost immediately they were meant for each other. 

 
In marrying her, Officer Partin took on the job of helping raise her daughter from a 

previous marriage, Sara, 11. 
 
''A lot of men would never do that,'' she said. ''I had baggage. But he took the 

responsibility. And he loved Sara very much.'' 
 

Sara was cleaning off the dining room table one day recently. Mrs. Partin noticed 
she was spending extra time cleaning the spot where her stepfather sat. She asked 
her daughter why. 

 
''It just broke my heart,'' Mrs. Partin said. ''She told me, 'I really miss the man that 

used to sit here.' '' 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Officer Partin's body recovered 
134-day hunt for Covington police officer ends 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/05/19/partin.html  
May 19, 1998  BY JANE PRENDERGAST  and GREGORY A. Hall  The Cincinnati Enquirer  
 

 

COVINGTON -- The call Covington police have both dreaded and anticipated came 
Monday afternoon -- their 134-day mission to find the body of Officer Mike Partin 

ended. 
 
What hundreds of hours of searching the banks and the bottom of the Ohio River 

didn't produce, 85-degree heat, rising water temperatures and a barge worker did. 
 

The recovery came a day after officers nationwide finished a week of 
mourning their comrades killed in the line of duty. The flag outside 
Covington police headquarters had just been returned to half-staff. 

 
Officer Partin's remains, recognizable by his dark blue uniform, were 

found about 9 1/2 miles west of where he fell into the ice water early 
Jan. 4. He was helping a fellow officer chase a suspect across the Clay 
Wade Bailey Bridge and apparently did not see the gap in the bridge's 

steel, through which he fell. 
 

Police officers and Boone County Water Rescue take Officer Mike Partin's body 

ashore Monday. (Glenn Hartong photo) 

 
Mike 

Partin 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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He was found about a mile and a half west of the Anderson Ferry across from 
the USS Nightmare. An employee of McGinnis Inc., a marine service, spotted the 

body near a boat used as a haunted house. 

 

The news was delivered to the officer's widow, Lisa, by Officer Dave Coots, one of 
his closest colleagues. She was at a local hospital at the time, tending to her 

mother, who was scheduled to have surgery, said Lt Col. Steve Schmidt, 
department spokesman. 
 

The Partins had been married nine months when he went into the water. He was 25 
and a police officer just 15 months. 

 
News of the finding was 
spread to the entire 

department via pagers. 
Capt. Gary Kiser made the 

announcement "with deep 
regrets." 
 

A second message asked 
for four or five officers to 

head to the riverfront to 
meet the body. Within 
minutes, he heard from 

25 who said they were 
putting on their uniforms 

and were on their way. 
 
For Covington officers, the 

body in the bag was one 
of their own. They wanted 

to pay their last respects. 
By later Monday afternoon, a third of the 100-plus force showed up at Covington 
Landing, where the department planned to bring the body out of the water. 

 

 
Officers gather at Covington Landing intending to 

meet the boat returning Officer Partin's body.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 
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But plans were changed when a detective threw in a reality check. The body is 

evidence, too, he said, part of a criminal case against the man Officer Partin was 
helping chase the night he fell into the water. The trip upriver would have added 

another hour of exposure to the body. The officers did not like it much, but they 
conceded. 
 

So the body traveled from the shoreline on a Boone County Water Rescue boat to 
the Anderson Ferry dock along Ky. 8 in Boone County. Escorted by four cruisers, 

their lights flashing but sirens silent, it was then driven to St. Luke Hospital East in 
Fort Thomas. An autopsy will be performed there. 
 

"The body was released to Covington although it was found on this side of the 
river," said Cincinnati Police Chief Michael Snowden, who responded to the water's 

edge. "We felt if we were going to err in any way, we would err on the side of 
mercy." 
 

Mrs. Partin has said she would 
welcome an autopsy. She hopes 

science can confirm what her heart 
says, that her husband of less than a 

year was knocked out when his head 
hit the bridge. She wants to know he 
didn't know what was happening to 

him, that he didn't suffer as much as 
he might have. 

 
Lt. Mike Kraft, Officer Partin's 
supervisor on third shift, got the call 

shortly after lunch that a body had 
been found near the Cargill salt 

warehouse along River Road in Sayler 
Park. From Lt. Kraft's tone, Lt. Col. 
Schmidt said he had a feeling this tip 

would turn out to be the one. 
 

False alarms were fairly frequent 
throughout the past four months. 
Each time, officers would get their hopes up. Many of them had begun to wonder 

whether Officer Partin would ever be found. 
 

"Even I'd gotten to the point where I just didn't know anymore," Lt. Col. Schmidt 
said. 
 

The man Officer Partin was chasing, Shawnta Robertson, 20, of Cincinnati, has been 
indicted on a manslaughter charge. He is scheduled to return to court in Covington 

next week, after he finishes serving time in Cincinnati for an unrelated crime. He 

 
Sgt. Matt Walden visits the Covington 

Police Memorial Monday after learning that 

Officer Partin's body had been recovered.  

(Craig Ruttle photo) 
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also faces misdemeanor charges of driving under the influence, possession of 
marijuana and running a red light. 

 
As news media raced to the site where the body was found, Covington police were 

racing to notify Mrs. Partin first so she wouldn't learn of her husband's recovery on 
the radio or television. She had watched the river temperature every day, knowing 
warmer temperatures might coax the body to the surface. 

 
"I think the emotional part's going to strike later," Lt. Col. Schmidt said. "Right 

now, everyone's trying to do something, just like the night when he fell. This was a 
mission for us for a long time." 
 

Officer Partin's funeral will be at St. Timothy Episcopal Church in Anderson 
Township, where he and his wife were married in April 1997. A day and time was 

not yet known late Monday. 
 
"Now we're going to kick it into high gear and give Mike the best send-

off we can," Lt. Col. Schmidt said. "We're just glad to have him back." 
 

Police mobilize for officer's funeral 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/05/20/11582.html  

Area departments assist Covington 
May 20, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST - The Cincinnati Enquirer  

 
COVINGTON -- The same kind of all-out support that mobilized the day 

Officer Mike Partin disappeared is back, this time to help carry out his funeral and 
burial. 
 

Virtually every Covington officer is involved in some way with the planning for the 
Thursday visitation and Friday service. 

 
They're calling florists, ordering 
food for a police reception, finding 

colleagues to man dozens of posts 
along the processional route. And 

help is coming from other 
departments, too, including the 
Cincinnati Police Division, which has 

been helping plan the funeral for 
months. 

 
Eight Cincinnati officers crossed the 
river for a meeting Tuesday, 

helping the Covington department 
with its plans. Having buried two 

officers in December, they have the 
planning experience needed. Until 

 
Mike 

Partin 

 
Blue ribbons near the Northern Kentucky 

Police Memorial in memory of Officer Mike 

Partin. Partin's remains were discovered in 

the Ohio River Monday. 

(Ernest Coleman photo) 
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Officer Partin fell into the Ohio River from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge early Jan. 4, 
Covington hadn't lost an officer in almost 30 years. 

 
"We just want to make it the best we can," said Lt. Col. Steve Schmidt, spokesman 

for the Covington department. 
 
Officer Partin's remains were found Monday along the Cincinnati side of the river, 

about 9 1/2 miles from where he fell in. 
 

A procession will carry the officer's body from Allison & Rose Funeral Home in 
Taylor Mill to St. Timothy's Episcopal Church in Anderson Township. It is the same 
church where he and his wife, Lisa, were married in April 1997. 

 
Officer Partin will be buried Friday morning in Highland Cemetery in 

Fort Mitchell. 
 
His wife chose the plot after learning the cemetery is the resting place for some 

Civil War veterans. Officer Partin was interested in history. 
 

Mrs. Partin had been monitoring the temperature of the river for weeks, knowing 
that chances for finding him got better as the water warmed. It was 66 degrees 

when he was found Monday, up from 55 six weeks ago. 
 
The Kenton County Police Department was among those that offered Covington 

help with anything from traffic control along the procession route to handling the 
department's calls. 

 
Said Capt. Ed Butler: "Whatever it takes." 
 

Family and police officers will have their own private visitation times. Public 
visitation will be 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Allison & Rose Funeral Home, Taylor Mill.  

The Fraternal Order of Police will conduct a service at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The officer's funeral will be 10 a.m. Friday at St. Timothy's. A procession will follow 

to the cemetery. 
 

Officer Partin also is survived by a stepdaughter, Sara Smith of Taylor Mill; his 
parents, Dave and Ruth Evers of Cincinnati and Louis and Karen Partin of Anderson 
Township; a sister, Angela of Lebanon; and two brothers, Brandon of Anderson 

Township and Joey of Union Township, Clermont County. 
 

The family asks that memorial donations go to the Michael Anthony Partin 
Scholarship Fund, c/o Northern Kentucky University, Highland Heights 41099. 
 

 
 

 
 

Mike 

Partin 
page 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/partin/index.html
http://enquirer.com/partin/index.html
http://enquirer.com/partin/index.html


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  36 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

Police grateful to have funeral 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/05/22/kypartin22.html  

May 22, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer  
 

TAYLOR MILL -- Rarely is "relief" the buzzword at a funeral home. But this visitation 
was different. Friends and family of Covington Police Officer Mike Partin had been 

waiting to pay their respects. Waiting for 4 1/2 months, 138 days. 
 
They were relieved Thursday to have him back from the Ohio River. "There's a huge 

sense of relief that we are finally able to give Officer Partin the send-off he 
deserves," said Lt. Col. Steve Schmidt, department spokesman. 

 
Officer Partin, 25, was helping another officer chase a suspect Jan. 4 when he fell 
through a gap in the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 

 
His body was recovered Monday. 

 
Hundreds of mourners filed in and out of Allison & Rose Funeral Home in Taylor Mill 
throughout Thursday afternoon and evening. Police officers came from all over the 

Tristate. Paramedics stood by, among them former Covington Police Chief Joe 
Rieskamp . Flowers arrived by the vanload. 

 
"Without this, there was no healing process," said City Commissioner Jerry  
Bamberger, a member of the funeral planning committee. "Now it can start." 

 
Thursday was the best chance for supporters of Officer Partin and his widow, Lisa, 

to pay their respects. This morning's funeral at St. Timothy's Episcopal Church in 
Anderson Township will be open only to family, Covington police officers and their 
families and some city officials. 

 
Officer Partin graduated from Glen Este High School in 1990 with a 3.9 grade-point 

average. 
 

He graduated magna cum laude from Northern Kentucky University in 1995 in 
political science and criminal justice. 
 

He had been a member of the Covington department 15 months. 
 

The officer became the first recipient Thursday of the force's Legion of Honor 
medal. Chief Al Bosse presented it to Mrs. Partin Thursday inside the funeral home. 
It is given only posthumously. 
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Officer at last at rest 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/05/23/partin23.html  

May 23, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer  
 

FORT MITCHELL -- She stood alone under 
a tall evergreen at Highland Cemetery, 

behind the sea of dark blue Covington 
police uniforms. Many officers greeted her. 
They know her by her voice. 

 
As other departments covered the city's 

streets, the entire 100-plus Covington 
Police Department pulled out their dress 
uniforms and white cotton gloves for this 

day, Friday. It was a day they would bury 
one of their own -- something they hadn't 

had to do in almost 30 years. 
 
The church, St. Timothy's Episcopal in 

Anderson Township, filled quickly with 
people mourning the loss of Officer Mike 

Partin. White stretch limos brought the 
officer's wife, Lisa, and family members. 

 

 
Lisa Partin cries at her husband's 

casket. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

 
A piper leads the casket out of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

(Gary Landers photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/05/23/partin23.html


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  38 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

 
Some of the same people sat in this sanctuary last April for Lisa and Mike's 

wedding. Mike wore cowboy boots that day. It was the first time the Rev. Roger S. 
Greene ever married a groom in cowboy boots. 

 
The rector was back at the front of the church again Friday morning, this time with 
only Mrs. Partin before him. He spoke directly to the year-ago bride as he talked 

about never really knowing why God takes people so young. 
 

Find hope, he said: maybe in the overwhelming support from the police family that 
impressed him so much. More officers came than could fit in the church. Still more 
watched from folding chairs in the church auditorium; others mourned before a big-

screen TV in Anderson High School's auditorium. 
 

She held her script close. She had 
practiced it, but was afraid her 
emotions would get in the way. 

 
Officer Partin, 25, had been on the 

department just 15 months when he 
fell into the Ohio River early Jan. 4. He 

was helping another officer chase a 
suspect when he fell through a gap in 
the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 

 
Despite hundreds of hours of searching, 

his body remained in the river until 
Monday. It was found about 9 1/2 miles 
downstream from the bridge along the 

Ohio shoreline west of Anderson Ferry. 
 

A 5-mile procession of police 
motorcycles and cruisers, their lights 
flashing, escorted Officer Partin's 

remains along Beechmont Avenue, 
Interstate 275 and Dixie Highway. Past 

saluting officers, past Anderson High 
School students. The officer's younger 
brother, Brandon, is on the football 

team there. 
 

It continued under two arches made by 
fire departments' ladder trucks. Past 
Blessed Sacrament school, where 

children held signs and sang a song 
about being raised up on eagles' wings 

and being held in the palm of God's 
hand. 

 
A 5-mile procession of police vehicles 

escorts Officer Partin's body across the 

Ohio River into Kentucky. 

(Tony Jones photo) 
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The motorcade entered the cemetery just 
as a steady rain let up. 

 
The sun broke through as the honor guard 

pulled the casket from the hearse and 
carried it to its spot in front of where Mrs. 
Partin would soon sit. She walked over the 

grass in her high heels, stopping at the 
casket to kiss the top. 

 
She wanted to do this. And the Fraternal 
Order of Police requested her specifically. 

Because she had been on duty that night. 
She had been to the water's edge, too, as 

the searching dragged on. 
 
The crowd of 500 prayed The Lord's 

Prayer. The Rev. Greene talked about the 
shortness and uncertainty of life. 

 
Chief Al Bosse, known as a man of few 

words, talked about Officer Partin's sense 
of humor, intelligence and dedication to his job. Mrs. Partin nodded as he 
mentioned each. 

 
The chief handed Mrs. Partin the flag 

that had draped her husband's 
casket. Folded inside was one of the 
empty shell casings from the 21-gun 

salute minutes before. She thanked 
the chief and clutched the flag to her 

face, her chest heaving. 
 
Sgt. Tom Epperson led his bay 

quarter horse, Moonlight Showdown. 
The horse held no rider, only empty 

boots in the stirrups. 
 
Then Kenton County Police Officer 

Brian Kane, the man Officer Partin 
was rushing to help that night, 

stepped to the side of the casket. 
Struggling to keep his composure, he 
brought his right hand up to his 

forehead in a final salute. 
 

 
Officer Partin's widow, Lisa; 

stepdaughter, Sara Smith, and 

mother, Ruth Evers. 

(Gary Landers photo) 

  
Chief Al Bosse presents the flag to Mrs. Partin. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 
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She approached the podium at the foot of the casket. The last to send the dead 
officer on a call, Dispatcher Jenny Douglas was about to be the last to speak of him 

at his burial. 
 

"Zero, one, six, three, 0163," she said, 
calling Officer Partin's number just as she 
had done many times. He did not, of 

course, respond. 
 

Mustering an unwavering voice, she 
continued: "Attention all units. Attention 
all units. Be advised, final call of unit 

0163, Covington Police Officer Michael A. 
Partin, killed in the line of duty, 4 January 

1998 at 0231 hours. 
 
"May he rest in peace." 

 

Covington officer unforgotten 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1999/01/03/loc_covington_officer.html  

January 03, 1999  BY JANE PRENDERGAST The Cincinnati Enquirer          

 
One year ago today, Covington Police Officer Mike Partin fell to his death in the 
Ohio River. To mark the anniversary, reporter Jane Prendergast and photographer 

Patrick Reddy spent a night shift with Officer Brian Valenti, who went to school with 
Officer Partin and was on duty the night he died. 

 
COVINGTON — This shift begins like most — roll call, a heads-up about some 
fugitives. Rifles checked, lights and sirens tested. 

 
It's almost 11 p.m., and a 

second batch of third-shift 
Covington officers is preparing to 

work. Another night, probably, of 
domestic problems, security 
alarms triggered at businesses, 

juveniles out too late. The usual 
stuff that keeps night cops busy. 

 
Officer Brian Valenti will handle a 
chunk of the city's East Side. As 

he heads out, he passes a 
picture of Officer Mike Partin. 

And another of Officer Partin's 
funeral. And a badge covered in 
black — the symbol of a fallen 

police officer. 
        

 
Officer Brian Allen hugs his wife after 

the graveside ceremony. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

 
Officer Brian Valenti keeps a memory of Officer 

Mike Partin hanging from his rear-view mirror. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 
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Officer Valenti joined the department with Mike Partin, on Sept. 9, 1996. They knew 
each other at Glen Este High School and played football together. Neither knew 

they would be fellow officers until they met at the department's agility test. 
         

Their careers and lives were parallel — young, enthusiastic rookies who, despite 
having wives and children, didn't really mind the night shift because it generally 
offers less of the mundane and more true police work. 

        
 Both officers were working that tragic night of Jan. 3, 1998. Officer Valenti heard 

his high school friend get dispatched to help another officer on the Clay Wade 
Bailey Bridge. He heard when officers began to realize that Officer Partin had fallen 
off the bridge and disappeared. 

      
“I remember what happened that night very vividly,” he says. 

      
He dreamed about Officer Partin again, just last week. In this one, he was at Officer 
Par tin's wedding. Mike wore cowboy boots and a cowboy hat. 

       
Officer Valenti's shift starts with running some people off the Klingenberg's lot at 

13th and Greenup streets. They scatter before he makes it out of his cruiser and 
across the street, but he knows they'll be back as soon as he's gone. 

       
The kind of stuff Officer Partin used to do, too. 
     

A little after 11, Officer Valenti stops a game of basketball. The players should be 
inside, he tells them, because the city has an 11 p.m. curfew. They go in. Then he 

is called twice to a house on East 18th Street to help a man find his 15-year-old 
daughter. She's around the corner and none too happy to see her dad or the police. 
       

“Little anecdotes about Mike come up in conversation all the time,” Officer Valenti 
says. “Like, "Oh, I was on this call with Mike,' or "We were on that call together.' 

We haven't forgotten.” 
        
Sometimes, the reminders come from the streets. A couple of weeks ago, a man in 

the City Heights housing project didn't like officers showing up at his apartment. He 
shouted a reference to the dead officer and told them to go jump in the river. 

         
On this shift, a man arrested at 1 a.m. for sitting in his Yukon on 13th Street with 
some pot and a gun spouts off at Officer Valenti about Officer Partin. He calls him 

stupid and something else unmentionable, adding that Covington officers couldn't 
even manage to find their own man in the water. 

 
“That,” Officer Valenti says later, “isn't even funny.” 
       

The department will honor the anniversary of Officer Partin's disappearance on 
Monday, but in a private way. The officer's widow, Lisa, and others are ready to put 

the death as far behind them as possible. They don't want to be the center of media 
attention anymore. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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The third shift, however, might do its own memorial. 

         
“I guarantee you,” Officer Valenti says, “that some of us will be up on the bridge 

that night.” 
         
Officer Valenti's shift winds down at the Anchor Grill, a 24-hour neighborhood diner 

near MainStrasse. There aren't a lot of restaurant choices in Covington at 4 a.m. 
         

The talk turns to the dead officer. This is the last place Sgt. Spike Jones saw Mike 
Partin, in the last booth a day or so before he fell. Sgt. Jones was being transferred 
to days; Officer Partin hassled him about it. 

         
So the sergeant thought it was a joke when he got the 2 a.m. call Jan. 4. 

Somebody told him Officer Partin was gone. Yeah right, he thought, third shift's just 
harassing me because I'm asleep and they're not. No, the caller said, it's true. 
Come to the riverfront now. 

        
“He was just the picture of what kids want to grow up to be when they say they 

want to be a police officer,” says Sgt. Jones, who has since returned to the shift. 
“He was in great physical shape. He was smart. He was aggressive.” 

         
He and the others still think of Mike. Officer Jon Stager drove car 906, Officer 
Partin's, from the bridge that night. That wasn't easy. 

        
Badges made shortly after the disappearance still hang from their rear-view 

mirrors. With Officer Valenti's: a medal of St. Christopher, the Catholic patron saint 
of travelers. 
         

His plate of chicken fingers and fries empty, Officer Valenti heads back out for 
another hour on Covington's streets. He checks an intrusion alarm at Butler's Cafe. 

The others are checking out two abandoned refrigerators and a broken window at 
Dollar General. He sits in a Madison Avenue parking lot trying to finish his reports 
until a station wagon and Saturn bang into each other in front of Rent America. 

         
It's the usual kind of stuff, the kind Officer Partin did every night. 

 

Lucas names bill after Officer Partin 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1999/06/03/loc_lucas_names_bill.html  

June 03, 1999 BY JANE PRENDERGAST e Cincinnati Enquirer  
 

COVINGTON — Northern Kentucky's congressman says he'll keep his 
campaign promise to local police officers and try to make other states 

protect their police officers like Kentucky does. 
         
And the legislation will be named after one of their own, Covington Officer Mike 

Partin. He died 17 months ago when he fell off a bridge while helping another 
officer chase a suspect. 

 
Mike 

Partin 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://enquirer.com/editions/1999/06/03/loc_lucas_names_bill.html
http://enquirer.com/partin/
http://enquirer.com/partin/
http://enquirer.com/partin/
http://enquirer.com/partin/
http://enquirer.com/partin/


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  43 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

         
U.S. Rep. Ken Lucas said Wednesday he will introduce the national Mike Partin Law 

Enforcement Officers Protection Act. If enacted, it would encourage states to pass 
laws like Kentucky's that makes it a felony to flee from police officers. If the states 

don't, the new legislation would punish them by taking away some of their federal 
law enforcement grant funds. 
         

         
The Kentucky General Assembly passed a law last year that upgraded the penalties 

for fleeing from a police officer by making the crime a felony. 
         
Mr. Lucas' legislation makes good on a promise Covington Fraternal Order of Police 

President Spike Jones said the Boone County Democrat made to the group during 
his campaign last year. 

         
“On this issue, we needed him,” Sgt. 
Jones said. “Our community needed 

him, and our families needed him.” 
         

Officer Partin's wife, Lisa, thanked Mr. 
Lucas repeatedly. “Everyone I've talked 

to couldn't believe it's not already” 
federal law, she said. 
         

Mrs. Partin also used Mr. Lucas' press 
conference as a soapbox for another 

personal crusade — keeping the man 
her husband was chasing that January 
night in prison. Shawnta Robertson was 

convicted last year of manslaughter. He 
was sentenced to six years, but is up for 

parole later this month. 
         

“My sentence,” Mrs. Partin said, “is to the widows' club.” 

         
She has help from the FOP and from the Covington block watch group. Both are 

helping spearhead a letter-writing campaign to the state parole board. 
         
Letting Mr. Robertson out early, Sgt. Jones said, “is just not justice as we see it.” 

         
For the first time since Mrs. Partin started making public appearances after her 

husband's death, police department supervisors were not flanking her. Chief Al 
Bosse drove past the press conference outside police headquarters on his way to 
lunch. 

         
Spokesman Lt. Col. Bill Dorsey said later that he, the chief and others do support 

the proposed legislation and are willing to testify for it. 
 
 

 
Lisa Partin, widow of Covington Officer 

Mike Partin, hears Congressman Ken 

Lucas announce a bill in her husband's 

name. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Michael Anthony Partin 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=68507828  

 

Birth: Feb. 7, 1972 Death: Jan. 4, 1998 
Clermont County             Covington 
Ohio, USA                       Kenton County, Kentucky, USA 

 
COVINGTON, Ky. - With his flattop 

crisply cut and wire-rimmed sunglasses, 
Mike Partin looked like a cop.  
The Covington policeman's fall from the 

Clay Wade Bailey Bridge early Sunday 
ended what was a short, but promising 

career in law enforcement. Though his 
body had not been found as of Sunday 
evening, the Batavia native is presumed 

dead after trying to assist a Kenton 
County officer in an arrest.  

 
''He always looked the part, and he 
always acted the part,'' said Covington 

Assistant Chief Lt. Col. Bill Dorsey. ''And 
for his desire to be a police officer and 

to make our community better, he gave 
his life.''  
 

Officer Partin, 25 of Taylor Mill, leaves a 
widow, Lisa. They had been married less 

than a year.  
 
Mayor Denny Bowman remembers 

swearing in Officer Partin on Sept. 9, 
1996 in his office conference room - one 

of three men who joined the force that 
day.  

 
Some officers talk a lot or joke when 
they're sworn in, the mayor said. But not Officer Partin. ''Mike was a real quiet 

person.'' Officer Partin impressed Latonia resident Florence Corman almost a year 
ago when he responded to a call that her car tires had been slashed.  

 
''He handled the case very well,'' she said. ''He did what he could do. He was very 
nice. I'm sorry to hear that.''  

 
Being new on the force, Officer Partin worked the overnight shift - typically when 

many of the worst crimes occur.  

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=68507828
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But Mayor Bowman and several other sources said 

Officer Partin was about to get better hours.  
 

Even with a better schedule, a policeman's work is 
inherently dangerous.  
 

As an officer's wife, Fran Vallandingham always carries 
the realization that her husband, Covington Detective Charles Vallandingham, could 

die in the line of duty.  
 
''You just try to suppress it and pray,'' she said. ''. . . 

You just never know if he's going to come through that 
door.''  

 
Mrs. Vallandingham and her husband socialized with 
Officer Partin and his wife.  

 
''He was a very good family man and a very, very good policeman,'' she said. ''He'll 

be sorely missed.''  
 

Burial: Highland Cemetery  
           Fort Mitchell 
           Kenton County 

           Kentucky, USA 
           Plot: Section 4 Lot 33 Grave 8 

 

 

 

Covington police honor fallen officer 15 years later 
http://www.fox19.com/story/20506974/covington-police-remember-officer-michael-partin-15-years-
later  

2013 
 
COVINGTON, KY (FOX19) -   

Covington police held a memorial 
service early Friday to honor the 

memory of an officer who died 15 
years ago, after falling from the 
Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 

 
Officer Michael Partin had been 

on the job just 15 months when 
he came to the aid of a Kenton 
County police officer, who was 

having trouble arresting a drunk 
driver who ran on foot onto the 

bridge. 

Created by: Rob 

Record added: Apr 17, 2011  
Find A Grave Memorial# 

68507828 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GRid=68507828&CRid=74378&
http://www.fox19.com/story/20506974/covington-police-remember-officer-michael-partin-15-years-later
http://www.fox19.com/story/20506974/covington-police-remember-officer-michael-partin-15-years-later
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=47017362
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After stopping his patrol car 

on the bridge, Partin leaped 
over the concrete divider 

between the road and the 
walkway, but apparently 
didn't see the 3 foot gap in 

between and fell into the 
river.  

 
Dive teams and more than 
100 volunteers from area 

police and fire departments 
searched the river for weeks 

looking for Partin's body. 

 
During the search in January 1998, Sean Simonson with the Bright, IN volunteer 

fire department said, "We're running real close to the bank, checking everything out 
up and down the bank. The water, debris piles and stuff like that." 
 

 
Mike Davis with the Dearborn County, IN Red 

Cross said, "We feel for the Covington Fire 
Department for the simple fact they need a 
closure up there, you know? They lost 

somebody and until this person is found they'll 
never be closed." 

 
Col. Steve Schmidt with the Covington police 

department said, "I think what it points up is in 
this business there are no strangers. We're all 
part of a family." 

 
It was five months before Partin's body was 

recovered. The fallen officer was given a funeral 
befitting a hero who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the line of duty.  

 
During the funeral held on May 22, 1998, 

Partin's brother-in-law Brian Charles said, "He 
found a second family in the police force, and 
this family has been there for us during this 

time of sorrow." 
 

Adding to the family's grief is the fact that the 
man Partin was trying to catch, 

 
Officer Michael Partin 
Courtesy of Facebook 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://wxix.images.worldnow.com/images/20506974_BG1.jpg
http://wxix.images.worldnow.com/images/20506974_BG1.jpg
http://wxix.images.worldnow.com/images/20506974_BG1.jpg
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Shawnta Michael Robertson, was 
released from prison in 2002 after 

serving two years of a six-year 
sentence. Robertson was convicted 

of second degree manslaughter for 
Partin's death. 
In July of 2000, Partin's widow 

Lisa Partin said, "He gets to go 
home. He gets to see his family 

again. Good for him. He's a lucky 
guy. We'll get to go out to 
Highland Cemetery and sit on a 

bench and look at Michael's grave 
and say we lost." 

 
There is a wreath on the bridge marking the spot where officer Partin fell and a 
road behind the Covington police station has been named in his honor. In addition a 

plaque hangs inside the police station to honor him and other Covington lawmen 
who have died in the line of duty. 

 

Fallen Covington Officer Remembered on Anniversary of 
His Death in the Line of Duty 
http://www.rcnky.com/articles/2014/01/04/fallen-covington-officer-remembered-anniversary-his-
death-line-duty 

01/04/2014  
 

The Covington Police Department gathered overnight at the Clay Wade Bailey 
Bridge and at the Northern Kentucky Police Memorial to remember Officer Michael 

Partin, who died in the line of duty in 1998. 
 
Officer Michael Anthony Partin died after falling from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge 

and drowning in the Ohio River below. The 25-year old rookie officer was assisting 
another officer from Kenton County in the pursuit of then 21-year old Shawnta 

Robertson who was wanted for drug possession. 
 
Partin's body would not be found for more than five months, nine miles west of the 

bridge. Robertson would eventually be convicted of second-degree manslaughter 
when a Kenton County jury deemed him responsible for the officer's death. 

 
The Cincinnati Enquirer has a section of its website dedicated to Partin (and other 
local officers killed in the line of duty). One note included the news that local 

officers across the region were wearing black bands across their badges in honor of 
two Cincinnati officers killed a month before. Those bands were scheduled to be 

removed following a thirty-day mourning period on the day Partin died. See that 
page by clicking here. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.rcnky.com/articles/2014/01/04/fallen-covington-officer-remembered-anniversary-his-death-line-duty
http://www.rcnky.com/articles/2014/01/04/fallen-covington-officer-remembered-anniversary-his-death-line-duty
http://www.enquirer.com/partin/index.html
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Fallen Covington Officer Remembered on Anniversary of 
His Death in the Line of Duty 
http://www.rcnky.com/articles/2014/01/04/fallen-covington-officer-remembered-anniversary-his-
death-line-duty 

01/04/2014 - 08:06 RCN NEWSDESK 
 

The Covington Police Department gathered 
overnight at the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge 
and at the Northern Kentucky Police 

Memorial to remember Officer Michael 
Partin, who died in the line of duty in 

1998. 
 

Officer Michael Anthony Partin died after 
falling from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge 
and drowning in the Ohio River below. The 

25-year old rookie officer was assisting 
another officer from Kenton County in the 

pursuit of then 21-year old Shawnta 
Robertson who was wanted for drug 
possession. 

 
Partin's body would not be found for more 

than five months, nine miles west of the  
bridge. Robertson would eventually be 
convicted of second-degree manslaughter 

when a Kenton County jury deemed him 
responsible for the officer's death. 

 
The Cincinnati Enquirer has a section of its website dedicated to Partin (and other 
local officers killed in the line of duty). One note included the news that local 

officers across the region were wearing black bands across their badges in honor of 
two Cincinnati officers killed a month before. Those bands were scheduled to be 

removed following a thirty-day 
mourning period on the day Partin 
died. See that page by clicking here. 

 
Partin, who had been a Covington 

Police Officer for fifteen months, left 
behind a wife, Lisa, and a 
stepdaughter, Sara. He is also 

remembered at the Officer Down 
Memorial Page. 

 
Each year, members of the Covington 

Police Department gather on the 
anniversary of Partin's death and 
place a wreath at the site of his fall.  

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.enquirer.com/partin/index.html
http://www.odmp.org/officer/15028-officer-michael-anthony-partin
http://www.odmp.org/officer/15028-officer-michael-anthony-partin
http://s1276.photobucket.com/user/thercnews2/media/Partin Memorial/partinmemorial3_zps3f15c67c.jpeg.html
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Photos and a video from Saturday's memorial, provided to The River City News, are 
posted below:  

  

                                                                                   Video 

 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://s1276.photobucket.com/user/thercnews2/media/Partin Memorial/partinmemorial4_zpsb98ce498.jpeg.html
http://s1276.photobucket.com/user/thercnews2/media/Partin Memorial/partinmemorial7_zpsd1a22491.jpeg.html
http://s1276.photobucket.com/user/thercnews2/media/Partin Memorial/partinmemorial6_zps28191770.jpeg.html
https://youtu.be/mUrw3Vx-TsM
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This Week in Cincinnati History: Police Officer Mike Partin 
dies in fall off Ohio River bridge 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/kenton-county/covington/this-week-in-cincinnati-history-
police-officer-mike-partin-dies-in-fall-off-ohio-river-bridge  

Dec 31, 2015 Greg Noble   May 14, 2016 

 
 

COVINGTON, Ky. – When a police officer or firefighter dies, his colleagues and the 
community grieve along with his family. 
 

In the case of young Covington police officer Mike Partin, their grief and anxiety 
were compounded by the bizarre circumstances of his death and five months of 

searching and waiting for his body to be found.  
 

Partin, 25, fell off an Ohio River bridge to his death while trying to help another 
officer capture a DUI suspect. It happened on Jan. 4, 1998 on the Clay Wade Bailey 
Bridge between downtown Cincinnati and Covington, Kentucky. 

 
Partin, recently married and only 15 months on the job, answered a call for 

assistance from Kenton County officer Brian Kane. At 2 a.m., Kane had pulled over 
a driver at the foot of the bridge on West 4th Street in Covington. The driver ran 
onto the walkway on the side of the bridge and Kane radioed that he was chasing 

him. 
 

Partin drove onto the bridge past the two men, stopped, and started running 
toward them. Kane had caught the suspect on the walkway and the man was 
resisting. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/kenton-county/covington/this-week-in-cincinnati-history-police-officer-mike-partin-dies-in-fall-off-ohio-river-bridge
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/kenton-county/covington/this-week-in-cincinnati-history-police-officer-mike-partin-dies-in-fall-off-ohio-river-bridge
mailto:gregory.noble@wcpo.com
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Partin vaulted over the concrete barrier between the roadway and the walkway, but 
in the darkness, he apparently didn't notice the 3-foot gap between them.  He fell 

about 90 feet into the icy water and drowned. 
 

Photo shows the 3-foot gap 
between the walkway (left) and 
roadway on the Clay Wade Bailey 

Bridge 
 

A frantic search ensued, first by 
boat, then by divers. But minutes 
turned to hours, hours turned to 

days, and days turned to weeks. 
Despite valiant efforts by dozens of 

divers, Tri-State police and fire 
departments and more than 100 
volunteers, Partin's body could not 

be found. Divers were hampered by 
strong currents, muddy water and 

debris. They couldn't see in the darkness at depths below 10 feet. 
 

Officials figured the officer's body, weighted down by 20 pounds of police gear, had 
sunk 40 feet to the bottom. In February, they called off the search, believing it 
would not surface until the waters warmed in the spring. 

 
In the meantime, Partin's widow Lisa and stepdaughter could not receive survivor's 

benefits because his body hadn't been recovered.  
Covington police held fundraisers to assist them. 
 

After 134 days, the agonizing wait ended on May 
18. A barge worker spotted Partin's body near a 

boat about 1-1/2 miles west of the Anderson 
Ferry. That was about 9-1/2 miles downstream 
from the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 

 
The east-side Cincinnati native – Partin had 

graduated from Glen Este High School and 
Northern Kentucky University - was buried with full 
police honors. His funeral was held in the same 

Anderson Township church where he had been 
married 13 months before. A 5-mile procession of 

police vehicles accompanied his body across the 
river on the Combs-Hehl Bridge to the cemetery in 
Fort Mitchell. A street behind the Covington police 

station was renamed in his honor. 
 

 
Officer Mike Partin 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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The driver who ran from Kane, 20-year-old Shawnta Robertson of Cincinnati, was 
convicted of manslaughter in Partin's death. Robertson was sentenced to six years 

in prison but was paroled after two. 
 

"Two and a half years is not 
enough time for what he 

caused," Lisa Partin said. "He'll 
get out. He'll get to see his child. 
He'll get to get married. He'll get 
to have a life. Mine's going to be 

pretty much the same. I'll 
always be a widow.” 

 

https://www.stormfront.org/forum/t33317/ 

 

Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice 
Newsletter March 3rd, 2012 
https://artscience.nku.edu/content/dam/psccj/docs/newsletters/March3_Department_of_Political_Scie
nce_and_Criminal_Justice_.pdf  

 
NKU’s Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice Michael Partin Book 
Scholarship -- $500! This book scholarship was established in memory of Michael 

Partin, who was a Covington police officer and NKU alumnus, by his family and 
fellow police officers. Officer Partin died while in pursuit of a suspect in 1998.  

 
For more information about him, please see the following memorial web site: 
http://www.odmp.org/officer/15028- officer-michael-anthony-partin. To be eligible 

for the $500 scholarship, an applicant must meet the following criteria: 1. Be a fully 
admitted student in any of the majors within the Department of Political Science 

and Criminal Justice – political science, criminal justice, international studies or 
organizational leadership; 2. Be of senior standing by the end of the Spring 
semester (associate degree students must have at least 45 hours by the end of the 

Spring semester); 3. Have completed a minimum of twelve hours within the 
Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice; 4. Have a minimum 

cumulative grade point average of 3.00; 5. Have an interest in pursuing a career 
within the law enforcement field; and 6. Have a faculty member from the 
Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice endorse your application. An 

applicant must submit a 250-word typed essay describing his/her career goals and 
reasons why he/she is interested in a law enforcement career. The essay should be 

attached to the application form.  
 
The application deadline is Friday, March 30 at 5 p.m. There are two ways to submit 

an application:  
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://artscience.nku.edu/content/dam/psccj/docs/newsletters/March3_Department_of_Political_Science_and_Criminal_Justice_.pdf
https://artscience.nku.edu/content/dam/psccj/docs/newsletters/March3_Department_of_Political_Science_and_Criminal_Justice_.pdf
http://www.odmp.org/officer/15028-%20officer-michael-anthony-partin
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 Hard copy: Complete a hard copy of the application, have a faculty member write 
an endorsement and sign it, and then turn in the completed application to Dr. 

Michael Bush in 427C Founders Hall; or  
 

 Electronic application: Type your information onto the application form, save it 
and send it as an attachment to the faculty member who has agreed to endorse 
you, and ask him/her to forward the form – with his/her endorsement of you – to 

Dr. Bush (bushm2@nku.edu).  
 
The faculty’s email message will serve in lieu of a signature.  

 

 Application can be obtained at: http://psc-cj.nku.edu/students/scholarships.php 

u/students/scholarships.phphttp://psc-
http://pscedu/students/scholarships.phpcj.nku.edu/students/scholarshihttp   
 

 
Bond unchanged in Partin case 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/06/05/loc_kyshawnta05.html  

Judge won't reduce amount for Robertson 
June 5, 1998 BY JANE PRENDERGAST  The Cincinnati Enquirer  
 
COVINGTON -- The man police were chasing when Officer Mike Partin fell off a 

bridge to his death will stay behind bars, his family unable to raise his $100,000 
cash bond. 

 
Lawyers for Shawnta Robertson hoped to have the amount reduced so he might get 
out of jail while he waits for his manslaughter trial. But a judge refused to lower it, 

much to the appreciation of the officer's widow. 
 

Lisa Partin closed her eyes 
and tilted her head back, as if 
to thank God, as Kenton 

Circuit Judge Steven Jaeger 
ruled. She sat in the 

courtroom Thursday morning 
with her husband's mother 
and stepfather.  

 
Just across the courtroom 

aisle were Mr. Robertson's 
uncle, fiancee and 15-month-
old son, Shawnta Jr. 

 
Mr. Robertson, 21, spoke 

little during the hearing, 
saying only that he 

 
Lisa Partin, far left, reacts to ruling that will not 

reduce the bond of Robertson, right. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
bushm2@nku.edu
http://psc-cj.nku.edu/students/scholarships.php%20u/students/scholarships.phphttp:/psc-http:/pscedu/students/scholarships.phpcj.nku.edu/students/scholarshihttp
http://psc-cj.nku.edu/students/scholarships.php%20u/students/scholarships.phphttp:/psc-http:/pscedu/students/scholarships.phpcj.nku.edu/students/scholarshihttp
http://psc-cj.nku.edu/students/scholarships.php%20u/students/scholarships.phphttp:/psc-http:/pscedu/students/scholarships.phpcj.nku.edu/students/scholarshihttp
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/06/05/loc_kyshawnta05.html
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understood the charges against him. Attorney Ken Lawson pleaded not guilty for his 
client. 

 
Arguing for the lower bond, Mr. Lawson said Mr. Robertson had been a full-time 

psychology major at Cincinnati State Technical and Community College at the time 
of the police chase early Jan. 4. He and his fiancee live together in a Cincinnati 
apartment where they care for their son, he said. And Mr. Robertson's criminal 

record consists only of a misdemeanor in Ohio, the lawyer argued. 
 

"Everybody knows this is a unique case, a tragic case," Mr. Lawson said. "But it's a 
case where there was simply no intent to harm any officer." 
 

But Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring, suggesting that the bond remain because 
Mr. Robertson might not return to court, made his point succinctly: "We wouldn't be 

here, in fact, judge, if there wasn't a flight by Mr. Robertson last January." 
 
Officer Partin was buried two weeks ago today. He fell into the Ohio River while 

helping another officer chase Mr. Robertson. His body was discovered May 18. 
 

Mr. Robertson had been charged with possession of marijuana, disregarding a 
traffic control device and driving under the influence. But Mr. Buring said Thursday 

he did not expect to prosecute Mr. Robertson on any of the misdemeanors. 
If convicted of manslaughter, Mr. Robertson faces five to 10 years in prison. 

 

Trial Underway in Bridge Death of Officer 
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/102404164/  

Defendant charged with manslaughter  
September 17, 1998 The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

Shawnta Robertson is escorted Wednesday into Kenton Circuit Court in Covington 
before jury selection for his trial in the death of Covington Police Officer Michael 

Partin. One day after a Covington police officer's name was engraved on the 
Northern Kentucky Police Memorial, jurors began hearing the case against the man 
Officer Michael Partin was chasing when he fell to his death. At issue is whether 

Shawnta Robertson, 21, "wantonly engaged in conduct" in the early morning of Jan. 
4 that resulted in the death of the 15-month Covington police officer. The Avondale 

man whom police were chasing when Officer Partin fell 100 feet into the freezing 
waters of the Ohio River is on trial in Kenton Circuit Court on a charge of second-
degree manslaughter.  

 
The case inspired Kentucky's Partin law, which makes fleeing from police a felony in 

some cases. "Being a police officer is not a profession for procrastinators," Kenton 
Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring said in his opening statement Wednesday.  
 

"It's a situation of reaction. Reaction in this instance, is based solely on the conduct 
of Shawnta Robertson." Mr. Robertson's lawyer, Ken Lawson, argued that it was 

Officer Partin's conduct, not his client’s that caused the officer's death. "This is a 
tragic case, no doubt about it," he said. "Mrs. Partin has lost her husband.” 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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This morning, jurors will visit the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge where Officer Partin, 25, 

fell to his death after he tried to jump to a sidewalk where an officer was struggling 
with the suspect. Officer Partin fell through an open space on the bridge.  

 
Mr. Buring said the evidence will show that Officer Partin joined the pursuit of Mr. 
Robertson, after another officer stopped the defendant near a Covington nightspot 

on suspicion of driving under the influence. Mr. Robertson fled from police, Mr. 
Buring said. Mr. Lawson has argued that Kentucky's manslaughter law should not 

apply in his client's case because Mr. Robertson could not have known as he ran 
from police that his conduct could constitute manslaughter. 
 

However, Mr. Buring said the evidence will prove otherwise. 
 

Lisa Partin, the officer's widow", said that she will accept the jury's decision, 
whatever it may be. ' She added: "No matter what the outcome of this trial, I don't 
feel there ever will be enough justice served for Michael dying. Shawnta will go 

home one day. Michael won't.”  
 

Assistant Covington Police Chief Bill Dorsey said Wednesday he supported Mr. 
Buring's decision to charge Mr. Robertson with manslaughter. He pledged that 

Covington police "will serve as Michael's representative and voice, as (they) 
approach the court in search of justice. 
 

Bridge-fall trial begins 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/09/17/loc_kyshawnta17.html 

Officer died as he chased suspect 
September 17, 1998  BY CINDY SCHROEDER The Cincinnati Enquirer  

 
COVINGTON -- One day after a Covington police officer's name was engraved on 
the Northern Kentucky Police Memorial, jurors began hearing the case against the 

man Officer Michael Partin was chasing when he fell to his death. 
 

At issue is whether Shawnta Robertson, 21, "wantonly engaged in conduct" in the 
early morning of Jan. 4 that resulted in the death of the 15-month Covington police 
officer. 

 
The Avondale man whom police were chasing when Officer Partin fell 100 feet into 

the freezing waters of the Ohio River is on trial in Kenton Circuit Court on a charge 
of second-degree manslaughter. The case inspired Kentucky's Partin law, which 
makes fleeing from police a felony in some cases. 

 
"Being a police officer is not a profession for procrastinators," Kenton 

Commonwealth Attorney Don Buring said in his opening statementWednesday. "It's 
a situation of reaction. Reaction in this instance, is based solely on the conduct of 

Shawnta Robertson." 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Mr. Robertson's lawyer, Ken Lawson, 
argued that it was Officer Partin's conduct, 

not his client's, that caused the officer's 
death. 

 
"This is a tragic case, no doubt about it," 
he said. "Mrs. Partin has lost her husband. 

Covington has lost a good officer . . . the 
question is, did Shawnta's conduct cause 

(Officer Partin) to get out of the car, and 
not look before he leaped?" 
 

This morning, jurors will visit the Clay 
Wade Bailey Bridge, where Officer Partin, 

25, fell to his death after he tried to jump 
to a sidewalk where an officer was 
struggling with the suspect. Officer Partin 

fell through an open space on the bridge. 
Mr. Buring said the evidence will show that 

Officer Partin joined the pursuit of Mr. 
Robertson after another officer stopped 

the defendant near a Covington nightspot, 
on suspicion of driving under the influence. 
 

Mr. Robertson fled from police, Mr. Buring said. 
 

Mr. Lawson has argued that Kentucky's manslaughter law should not apply in his 
client's case because Mr. Robertson could not have known as he ran from police 
that his conduct could constitute manslaughter. However, Mr. Buring said the 

evidence will prove otherwise. Assistant Covington Police Chief Bill Dorsey said 
Wednesday he supported Mr. Buring's decision to charge Mr. Robertson with 

manslaughter. He pledged that Covington police "will serve as Michael's 
representative and voice, as (they) approach the court in search of justice." 
Lisa Partin, the officer's widow, said she will accept the jury's decision, whatever it 

may be. 
 

She added: "No matter what the outcome of this trial, I don't feel there ever will be 
enough justice served for Michael dying. Shawnta will go home one day. Michael 
won't." 

 

Fleeing suspect guilty of Partin's death 
http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/09/19/loc_kyshawnta19.html  

Jury suggests six years for manslaughter 
September 19, 1998 BY CINDY SCHROEDER and GREGORY A. HALL The Cincinnati Enquirer  

 

 
 

 
Shawnta Robertson is escorted into 

court Wednesday. 

(Patrick Reddy photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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COVINGTON -- The widow of Covington Police Officer Michael Partin shed tears 

when a jury ruled Friday that Shawnta Robertson was responsible for her husband's 
death last January when he fell into the Ohio River during a chase. 
 

Across the courtroom, Mr. Robertson shook his head in disbelief after a Kenton 
Circuit Court jury found him guilty of second-degree manslaughter. 

 
"Finally," Lisa Partin said to family 
members as the officer's 29-year-old 

widow left the courtroom Friday. 
 

The seven-man, five-woman jury 
recommended a sentence of six years, one 
more than the minimum, for the 21-year-

old Avondale man. They could have 
recommended as many as 10. 

 
Judge Steven Jaeger set sentencing for 
Nov. 2. 

 
After sitting through three days of 

testimony and visiting the bridge where 
Officer Partin died, jurors deliberated just 

over two hours before reaching a verdict. 
 
"I knew that once a jury saw the evidence, heard the evidence, they couldn't go 

any other way," Mrs. Partin said afterward. "I was hoping that Mike heard that 
guilty verdict." 

 
The jury rejected a lesser charge of reckless homicide, presented as an option to 
the manslaughter charge, in their final instructions. Mr. Robertson's attorney, Ken 

Lawson, said the verdict will be appealed. 
 

Officer Partin died in the early-morning hours of Jan. 4, while attempting to help an 
officer who had reported over his police radio that he was chasing a suspect on the 
Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. 

 
Instead of leaping from the bridge's concrete barrier to a sidewalk, Officer Partin 

slipped through a 41-inch gap, and fell 94 feet into the Ohio River. His body was 
recovered May 18. 
 

Police and prosecutors contended that Mr. Robertson caused Officer Partin's death, 
after the defendant first ran from another officer, Kenton County Officer Brian 

Kane. 
 

 
Shawnta Robertson, left, confers with 

lawyers Bridget Hofler Saunders and 

Ken Lawson Friday. 

(Ernest Coleman photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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But Mr. Robertson and his attorneys argued it was a mistake by Officer Partin, not 
Mr. Robertson's actions, that caused the police officer's death. 

 
The defense rested its case Friday, without presenting any witnesses. The 

prosecution put everyone who saw the incident on the stand, Mr. Lawson said. "This 
was a tough case." 
 

In closing, Mr. Lawson urged jurors to 
separate emotions from facts. 

 
"He did wrong that night, Shawnta, ain't 
no doubt about it," Mr. Lawson said, "but 

he didn't cause the death of Officer 
Partin." The prosecution, which had asked 

the jury to find that Mr. Robertson had 
"wantonly engaged in conduct" that led to 
Officer Partin's death, disagreed. 

 
Kenton Commonwealth's Attorney Don 

Buring said a reasonable person would not 
have driven drunk, and resisted and run 

from a police officer. 
 
"By virtue of what Shawnta Robertson did, 

and what he put in motion during those 
early-morning hours of Jan. 4, he did, in 

fact, cause the death of Michael Partin," 
Mr. Buring said. 
 

Officer Partin's mother, Ruth Evers, and Mrs. Partin both said he had trusted the 
legal system. 

 
"The system didn't fail him," Mrs. Partin said. 
 

As they had come together through the long search for Officer Partin's body and the 
25-year-old officer's funeral, police gathered once more for the trial of the man 

charged in his death. 
 
Throughout the proceedings, members of the Covington police force, including 

Officer Partin's training officer, sat in the courtroom. On the final day of the trial, 
more than a dozen uniformed officers from Covington and Kenton County were on 

hand for testimony. The presence of the police in the court and interviews given by 
Mrs. Partin and a memorial ceremony just before the trial started likely will be part 
of the appeal, Mr. Lawson said. 

 
"I don't know who was guarding the city of Covington all day, because all the 

officers were in court with us," Mr. Lawson said. Covington Assistant Chief Lt. Col. 
Bill Dorsey denied officers were packing the courtroom. 

 
Lisa Partin, widow of Covington Police 

Officer Michael Partin, talks with Mr. 

Partin's mother, Ruth Evers, Friday 

after the jury's recommendation was 

announced. 

(Stephen M. Herppich photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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"It's a public courtroom," he said, "and I as a citizen and taxpayer of this county 

will reserve the right to sit in any circuit court that I choose." 
 

The prosecution's final witness -- Kenton County Officer Kane -- struggled to 
maintain his composure Friday, as he recounted how Officer Partin tried to help him 
arrest Mr. Robertson. 

 
Officer Kane testified that he pulled over Mr. Robertson's white Volvo shortly after 2 

a.m. on Jan. 4 on suspicion of drunken driving. 
 
As he was attempting to arrest Mr. Robertson for possession of marijuana, the 

suspect fled, leading him "at a dead sprint" down Fourth Street," Officer Kane told 
the jury. After dodging heavy traffic, the two eventually made their way up the Clay 

Wade Bailey Bridge. 
 
The jury's verdict validates Officer Partin's actions, Officer Kane said afterward. The 

trial wasn't about Mr. Robertson or even himself. 
 

"It's always been about an individual who decided to dedicate his life to the service 
of others and in fulfilling his duties paid the ultimate price in giving his life for 

another human being," Officer Kane said. "For that I'll always be thankful." 
 

Parole in Partin case undecided 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1999/07/09/loc_parole_in_partin.html  

Board members to meet again 

July 09, 1999 BY JANE PRENDERGASTThe Cincinnati Enquirer 
 

LEXINGTON — Kentucky's parole board wants to talk more before deciding whether 
the man convicted of manslaughter in the death of a Covington police officer should 
get out of prison early. 

         
Part of the board met Thursday at Blackburn Correctional Complex, where Shawnta 

Robertson is imprisoned. But the members decided they wanted to discuss his 
release again Monday. 
         

It was unclear whether they would make a decision then, said Sandra Hill, a board 
spokeswoman. More information will be available Monday, she said. 

         
This is Mr. Robertson's first shot at parole. He was sentenced in November to six 
years in prison for manslaughter. But he could be released at any time — after 

serving 20 percent of his sentence, minus the 154 days he spent in jail awaiting 
trial. 

         
Covington Police Officer Mike Partin fell into the Ohio River in January 1997 while 

helping chase Mr. Robertson, 22, of Avondale, who was fleeing another officer. 
Officer Partin had been on the force 15 months. 
         

http://www.psdiver.com/
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The officer left a wife, Lisa. She met with the parole board last week to urge the 
members to keep Mr. Robertson behind bars. The board also heard from the police 

department's administration as well as the Fraternal Order of Police and members 
of Covington's neighborhood watch groups. 

 

Parole granted in death of officer 
http://enquirer.com/editions/2000/07/15/loc_parole_granted_in.html  
July 15, 2000 By Jim Hannah The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 
 Shawnta Robertson, the 
Avondale man imprisoned 

for manslaughter after a 
Covington police officer 

chasing him fell to his death, 
will be released from prison 
and returned to the 

Cincinnati area soon. 
         

Kentucky's parole board 
recommended Friday that 
Mr. Robertson, 22, be 

released after serving more 
than two years of his six-

year sentence at the 
Blackburn Correctional 

Complex in Fayette County. 
         

 The decision concludes 

an emotional case that 
ignited debate about the 

fairness of the criminal 
court system and 
prompted a new state 

law making fleeing from 
an officer a felony. 

         
The widow and some co-
workers of Officer Mike 

Partin had lobbied 
against parole and on 

Friday held a press 
conference. 
         

 “Even though we didn't 
get the verdict we want, 

we still believe in our 
system of justice,” said 

 
Robertson 

 
Partin 

 
 

LISA PARTIN AND COVINGTON ASSISTANT POLICE 

CHIEF BILL DORSEY AFTER FRIDAY'S PAROLE 

DECISION.  

(Patrick Reddy photo) 
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Bill Dorsey, Covington's assistant police chief. 
         

Mr. Robertson and his family asked attorney Kenneth Lawson, of Cincinnati, to field 
questions. 

         
“I talked to him on the telephone several minutes ago and he wants to give thanks 
to God, and all the people who have supported him throughout this ordeal,” Mr. 

Lawson said. “He is sorry the incident happened, but he does not believe he was 
the cause of the officer's death.” 

         
In January 1998, Mr. Robertson was being chased on foot by a Kenton County 
police officer when he ran across the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge in downtown 

Covington. Officer Partin joined the chase and tried to jump from the roadway to 
the pedestrian walkway. Instead he fell through the space between the two. 

         
Mr. Robertson was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to six years. The 
Kentucky General Assembly passed a law upgrading the penalties for fleeing from 

police, naming the law for Officer Partin. 
         

Mr. Lawson said he thinks the parole board recognized that Mr. Robertson was not 
100 percent responsible for Officer Partin's death. 

         
“What you have here is a kid that did something really stupid that night that 
resulted in a tragic death,” said Mr. Lawson. 

         
“The question has always been: Who should be held accountable, an officer who 

does not look before he jumps, or Shawnta?” 
         
Parole Board member Linda F. Frank, said she and the three other panelists who 

unanimously voted for release believe Mr. Robertson will abide by parole conditions 
and become “a productive member of society.” 

         
Mr. Robertson could be released in 60 to 90 days. Then he must stay out of Kenton 
County, get drug treatment and get a job. Mr. Lawson said he plans to live with his 

father in the Cincinnai area and hopes to re-enroll Cincinnati State Technical 
College. 

         
The officer's widow, Lisa Partin, said she is struggling to get on with her life. 
        

 “He gets to go home. He will get to see his family again. Good for him. He is a 
lucky guy,” she said. 

         
“We get to go out to Highland Cemetery and sit on a bench and look at Mike's grave 
and say we lost, lost the battle to keep Shawnta in jail.” 
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ROBERTSON v. COMMONWEALTH 

http://caselaw.findlaw.com/ky-supreme-court/1067068.html 

Supreme Court of Kentucky. 

Shawnta ROBERTSON, Appellant, v. COMMONWEALTH of Kentucky, 
Appellee. 

No. 2000-SC-0468-DG. 

    Decided: August 22, 2002 

Michael C. Lemke, Louisville, for Appellant. A.B. Chandler III, Attorney General, Frankfort, Samuel J. 

Floyd, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General, Criminal Appellate Division, Frankfort, 

for Appellee. 

Michael Partin, a police officer employed by the city of Covington, Kentucky, was killed when he fell 
through an opening between the roadway and the walkway of the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge and into the 
Ohio River while in foot pursuit of Appellant Shawnta Robertson.   Following a trial by jury in the Kenton 
Circuit Court, Appellant was convicted of manslaughter in the second degree for wantonly causing Partin's 
death, KRS 507.040(1), and was sentenced to imprisonment for six years.   The Court of Appeals 
affirmed, and we granted discretionary review to further consider the circumstances under which criminal 
liability can be imposed upon a defendant for injuries or death directly caused by the volitional act of 
another. 

At about 2:00 a.m. on January 4, 1998, Officer Brian Kane of the Kenton County Police Department 
attempted to arrest Appellant in Covington for possession of marijuana.   Appellant broke free of Kane's 
grasp and began running north on Fourth Street toward the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge which spans the 
Ohio River between Covington and Cincinnati, Ohio. Kane radioed for assistance and pursued Appellant 
on foot “at a sprint.”   When Appellant reached the bridge, he vaulted over the concrete barrier between 
the roadway and the walkway and began running north on the walkway toward Cincinnati. Kane, who, at 
that point, was running on top of the concrete barrier jumped down to the walkway and continued his 
pursuit. 

Meanwhile, Partin and two other Covington police officers, Steve Sweeney and Cody Stanley, responded 
to Kane's request for assistance and arrived at the bridge almost simultaneously in three separate vehicles.   
What was later determined to be Partin's police cruiser proceeded past the point where Appellant was 
running and stopped.   Appellant then also stopped, reversed course, and began running back toward 
Kane. Kane ordered Appellant to “get down,” whereupon, Appellant raised both hands above his head and 
fell to his knees in apparent submission.   Kane got on top of Appellant and pulled his hands behind his 
back so as to apply handcuffs.   While doing so, Kane thought he saw a shadowy movement or a flash in 
his peripheral vision.   He then heard a voice say that “somebody's off the bridge.” 

Partin's vehicle was the first of the three police cruisers to reach the bridge.   He stopped in the right 
northbound lane just beyond where Appellant was running on the walkway.   Stanley stopped his vehicle 
directly behind Partin's vehicle, and Sweeney stopped in the left northbound lane, also behind Partin's 
vehicle.   Sweeney and Stanley testified that they did not see either Appellant or Kane on the walkway and 
stopped only because Partin had done so.   Both saw Partin exit his vehicle, proceed to the concrete 
barrier, place his left hand on the barrier, then vault over the barrier “as if he had done it a million times 
before,” and disappear.   The concrete barrier was thirty-two inches high.   The railing of the walkway 
was forty-three inches high.   There was a forty-one-inch-wide open space between the concrete barrier 
and the walkway railing.   Partin fell through the open space into the river ninety-four feet below.   His 
body was recovered four months later. 

I. CRIMINAL CAUSATION. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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No one will ever know why Partin fell through the opening between the concrete barrier and the 
pedestrian walkway.   Perhaps, he did not realize the opening was there.   Perhaps, he knew it was there 
and miscalculated his vault.   Either way, however, his death resulted from his own volitional act and not 
from any force employed against him by Appellant.   Whether Appellant's act of resisting arrest by 
unlawful flight from apprehension was a legal cause of Partin's death requires application of the 
provisions of KRS 501.020(3) (definition of “wantonly”), KRS 501.020(4) (definition of “recklessly”), and 
KRS 501.060 (“causal relationships”). 

KRS 501.020(3) defines “wantonly” as follows: 

A person acts wantonly with respect to a result or to a circumstance described by a statute defining an 
offense when he is aware of and consciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the result 
will occur or that the circumstance exists.   The risk must be of such nature and degree that disregard 
thereof constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe 
in the situation․ (Emphasis added.) 

KRS 501.020(4) defines “recklessly” as follows: 

A person acts recklessly with respect to a result or to a circumstance described by a statute defining an 
offense when he fails to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the result will occur or that the 
circumstance exists.   The risk must be of such nature and degree that the failure to perceive it constitutes 
a gross deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the situation.  
(Emphasis added.) 

 Thus, wantonness is the awareness of and conscious disregard of a risk that a reasonable person in the 
same situation would not have disregarded, and recklessness is the failure to perceive a risk that a 
reasonable person in the same situation would have perceived. 

KRS 501.060 provides in pertinent part: 

(1) Conduct is the cause of a result when it is an antecedent without which the result in question would 
not have occurred. 

(3) When wantonly or recklessly causing a particular result is an element of the offense, the element is 
not established if the actual result is not within the risk of which the actor is aware or, in the case of 
recklessness, of which he should be aware unless: 

(a) The actual result differs from the probable result only in the respect that a different person or 
different property is injured or affected or that the probable injury or harm would have been more serious 
or more extensive than that caused;  or 

(b) The actual result involves the same kind of injury or harm as the probable result and occurs in a 
manner which the actor knows or should know is rendered substantially more probable by his conduct. 

(4) The question of whether an actor knew or should have known the result he caused was rendered 
substantially more probable by his conduct is an issue of fact. 

(Emphasis added.) 

Obviously, Appellant's unlawful act of resisting arrest by fleeing from apprehension was a “but for” cause 
of Partin's fatal attempt to pursue him by vaulting from the roadway of the bridge to the walkway.   As 
noted by the 1974 Commentary to KRS 501.060, the issue then becomes primarily one of mens rea. 

Once an act is found to be a cause in fact of a result and a substantial factor in bringing about that result, 
it is recognized as the proximate cause unless another cause, independent of the first, intervenes between 
the first and the result.   And even then the first cause is treated as the proximate cause if the harm or 
injury resulting from the second is deemed to have been reasonably foreseeable by the first actor. 
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Thus, the fact that Partin vaulted over the concrete barrier of his own volition does not exonerate 
Appellant if Partin's act was either foreseen or foreseeable by Appellant as a reasonably probable result of 
his own unlawful act of resisting arrest by fleeing from apprehension.   Robert G. Lawson and William H. 
Fortune, Kentucky Criminal Law § 2-4(d)(3), at 74 (LEXIS 1998).   And KRS 501.060(3)(a) clarifies that 
it is immaterial that it was Partin, as opposed to Kane or one of the other police officers, who fell from the 
bridge if such was a reasonably foreseeable consequence of the pursuit. 

In Phillips v. Commonwealth, Ky., 17 S.W.3d 870 (2000), cert. denied, 531 U.S. 1016, 121 S.Ct. 577, 148 
L.Ed.2d 494 (2000), we relied, inter alia, on KRS 501.060 in upholding the wanton murder conviction of 
a defendant who fired shots at an intended victim from inside a vehicle and thereby induced the intended 
victim to return fire and kill a passenger in the defendant's vehicle.   We held that it was reasonably 
foreseeable that, if shots were fired at another person from inside a vehicle, the other person would return 
fire in the direction of the vehicle, thus endangering the lives of its other occupants.  Id. at 875.   Also 
illustrative is the pre-code case of Sanders v. Commonwealth, 244 Ky. 77, 50 S.W.2d 37 (1932), which 
upheld the manslaughter conviction of a defendant who had threatened his wife with a deadly weapon 
while they were in a moving vehicle, causing her to jump from the vehicle to her death-clearly a volitional 
act by the victim but a probable and reasonably foreseeable consequence of the unlawful act of the 
defendant. 

In both Phillips and Sanders, a defendant applied unlawful force against another whose volitional 
response to that force caused the victim's death.   The case sub judice is conceptually more similar to 
Lofthouse v. Commonwealth, Ky., 13 S.W.3d 236 (2000), which reversed the reckless homicide conviction 
of a defendant who applied no force against the victim but supplied cocaine and heroin to the victim 
whose self-ingestion of those drugs caused his death.   The result reached by the plurality opinion in 
Lofthouse did not turn on the fact that the victim died as a result of his own volitional act.   Rather, in 
reversing the conviction, the opinion emphasized the absence of any evidence that the defendant knew or 
should have known that ingestion of those drugs under those circumstances would probably cause the 
victim's death.  Id. at 241.   Here, as in Lofthouse, Appellant's mens rea, i.e., what he knew or should 
have known with respect to the probable consequences of his conduct, is crucial to determining the issue 
of his criminal liability. 

 Analogous to this set of facts is the case where a person pursued by the police in a high speed motor 
vehicle chase is held criminally liable for the death of an innocent bystander accidentally struck by a 
pursuing police vehicle.   E.g., People v. Schmies, 44 Cal.App.4th 38, 51 Cal.Rptr.2d 185 (1996);  State v. 
Anderson, 270 Kan. 68, 12 P.3d 883 (2000);  State v. Lovelace, 137 Ohio App.3d 206, 738 N.E.2d 418 
(1999).   In People v. Schmies, supra, the California Court of Appeal directly addressed the effect of the 
police officers' conduct vis-a-vis the criminal liability of the defendant. 

[T]he negligence or other fault of the officers is not a defense to the charge against defendant.   The fact 
that the officers may have shared responsibility or fault for the accident does nothing to exonerate 
defendant for his role.   In short, whether the officers' conduct could be described with such labels as 
negligent, careless, tortious, cause for discipline, or even criminal, in an action against them, is not at 
issue with respect to the defendant here.   In this sense the “reasonableness” of the officers' conduct, 
focused upon their point of view and their blameworthiness for the death, is not relevant. 

The issue with respect to defendant focuses upon his point of view, that is, whether the harm that 
occurred was a reasonably foreseeable consequence of his conduct at the time he acted.   Since the 
officers' conduct was a direct and specific response to defendant's conduct, the claim that their conduct 
was a superseding cause of the accident can be supported only through a showing that their conduct was 
so unusual, abnormal, or extraordinary that it could not have been foreseen. 

Id. at 193-94 (emphasis added).   Although California does not have a statutory equivalent of KRS 
501.060, this common law analysis of causation is consistent with the principles embodied in our statute.   
Did the defendant commit an illegal act that induced the officer's response?   If so, was that response 
reasonably foreseeable by the defendant at the time that he acted?   The fault or negligence of the officer 
is not determinative of the defendant's guilt.   However, the reasonableness of the officer's response is 
relevant in determining whether the response was foreseeable by the defendant.   The more reasonable 
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the response, the more likely that the defendant should have foreseen it.   It is immaterial that the 
ultimate victim was the officer, himself, as opposed to an innocent bystander. 

 Here, the conduct that supports Appellant's conviction is not, as the Commonwealth suggests, his own 
act of vaulting over the concrete barrier.   Partin was not present when that act occurred;  thus, it was not 
reasonably foreseeable that he would have vaulted over the barrier in reliance on the fact that Appellant 
had done so without incident.  (That analysis might have been appropriate if Officer Kane had fallen 
from the bridge when he followed Appellant onto the walkway.)   The conduct that supports Appellant's 
conviction is the continuation of his unlawful flight when he obviously knew that Partin intended to 
pursue him (as evidenced by the fact that when he saw Partin's vehicle stop, he reversed course and began 
running in the opposite direction), and that, to do so, Partin would be required to cross the open space 
between the roadway and the walkway and thereby risk falling to his death.  “The question of whether 
[Appellant] knew or should have known [that Partin's death] was rendered substantially more probable 
by his conduct is an issue of fact.”   KRS 501.060(4).   There was sufficient evidence in this case to 
present that fact to a jury.  Commonwealth v. Benham, Ky., 816 S.W.2d 186 (1991). 

II. JURY INSTRUCTIONS ON CAUSATION. 

 The trial judge gave the jury the basic instructions on manslaughter in the second degree and reckless 
homicide, accompanied by the definitions of “wantonly” and “recklessly,” as set forth at 1 Cooper, 
Kentucky Instructions to Juries (Criminal) §§ 3.28 and 3.29 (4th ed.   Anderson 1993).   Appellant did 
not object to the instructions and did not request or tender a specific instruction on causation.   RCr 
9.54(2);  Commonwealth v. Duke, Ky., 750 S.W.2d 432, 433 (1988).   However, we conclude that the 
basic second-degree manslaughter and reckless homicide instructions do not sufficiently frame the issue 
of causation as defined in KRS 501.060.   The definitions of wantonly and recklessly embody the “risk” 
element of KRS 501.060(3), but not the “substantially more probable” element of KRS 501.060(3)(b).  
More appropriate instructions on the issue of causation would have been substantially as follows: 

INSTRUCTION NO. 1 

SECOND-DEGREE MANSLAUGHTER 

You will find the Defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter under this Instruction if, and only if, 
you believe from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that in this county on or about January 4, 1998 
and before the finding of the Indictment herein, he caused the death of Michael Partin by unlawfully 
fleeing from police apprehension, 

AND 

A.  That the Defendant was aware of and consciously disregarded a substantial and unjustifiable risk that 
his conduct would result in Michael Partin's death, and that his disregard of that risk constituted a gross 
deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would have observed in the same 
situation; 

OR 

B. That the death of Michael Partin occurred in a manner that the Defendant knew was rendered 
substantially more probable by his conduct. 

INSTRUCTION NO. 2 

RECKLESS HOMICIDE 

If you do not find the Defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter under Instruction No. 1, you will 
find him guilty of Reckless Homicide under this Instruction if, and only if, you believe from the evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt that in this county on or about January 4, 1998 and before the Indictment 
herein, he caused the death of Michael Partin by unlawfully fleeing from police apprehension, 
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AND 

A.  That the defendant failed to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that his conduct would result 
in Michael Partin's death, and that the risk was of such nature and degree that his failure to perceive it 
constituted a gross deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would have observed in 
the same situation. 

OR 

B. That the death of Michael Partin occurred in a manner which the Defendant should have known was 
rendered substantially more probable by his conduct. 

 Nevertheless, the instructions given by the trial court were more favorable to Appellant than those in 
the specimen instructions above because each of the trial court's instructions allowed the jury only one 
alternative for finding guilt instead of two.   Thus, they were not prejudicial to Appellant and would have 
afforded no basis for a new trial even if the issue had been preserved.  Baze v. Commonwealth, Ky., 965 
S.W.2d 817, 823 (1997), cert. denied, 523 U.S. 1083, 118 S.Ct. 1536, 140 L.Ed.2d 685 (1998). 

 The dissenting opinion, post, asserts that the respective paragraphs B of these specimen instructions do 
not accurately describe the wanton or reckless mental states necessary for convictions of second-degree 
manslaughter or reckless homicide.   In fact, the culpable mental states described in KRS 501.060(3) are 
neither inconsistent nor incompatible with those described in KRS 501.020(3) (definition of wantonly:  “is 
aware of and consciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the result will occur”), and 
KRS 501.020(4) (definition of recklessly:  “fails to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the 
result will occur”).  (Emphasis added.)   Unfortunately, KRS 501.060(3) is written in double negatives 
which may account for some confusion.   Disregarding the double negatives, however, the statute 
authorizes a finding of wantonness even if the actual result was not within the risk of which the actor was 
aware if the actor knew (was “aware,” pursuant to the statute defining “knowingly,” KRS 501.020(2)) that 
the actual result was rendered substantially more probable by his conduct;  and authorizes a finding of 
recklessness even if the actual result was not within the risk which the actor should have perceived if the 
actor should have known (“perceived”) that the actual result was rendered substantially more probable by 
his conduct.   Thus, KRS 501.060(3) contains alternative definitions of wantonness and recklessness to 
those set forth in KRS 501.020(3) and (4).   Neither KRS 507.040 (manslaughter in the second degree) 
nor KRS 507.050 (reckless homicide) requires reference to KRS 501.020 as the source of the definitions of 
wantonness and recklessness.  (The reason why we have not reached this conclusion “until today,” 
dissent, post, at 842, is because this is a case of first impression with respect to this aspect of KRS 
501.060.)   The conduct element that the dissenting opinion perceives to be missing from the specimen 
instructions is found in the first paragraph of each specimen, i.e., “he caused the death of Michael Partin 
by unlawfully fleeing from police apprehension.”   Subparagraphs A and B of each specimen contain the 
alternative definitions of the mens rea elements of wantonness and recklessness. 

Accordingly, the judgment of conviction and the sentence imposed by the Kenton Circuit Court are 
affirmed. 

I concur with both Part I and Part II of the majority opinion.   However, I write separately concerning 
Appellant's culpability. 

Whether the act of running from an officer when one has been detained, standing alone if it results in the 
officer's death, would support a second-degree manslaughter conviction is a question we leave until 
another day.   The act of vaulting the gap between the roadway and the sidewalk is sufficiently wanton to 
support the jury's verdict in this case.   Appellant was aware of the danger of the gap and consciously 
disregarded it when he jumped.   Knowing he was being pursued by at least one officer on foot, Appellant 
had to assume any pursuing officer would attempt to follow him, also becoming susceptible to the risk.   
A gap of nearly 4 feet across a drop of 94 feet into moving water cannot be described as anything but a 
substantial unjustifiable risk.   It is certainly logical for the jury to conclude that, when Appellant 
disregarded this risk to which he was subjecting those lawfully pursuing him, he grossly deviated from the 
standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe. 

http://www.psdiver.com/


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  67 
 

MIKE PARTIN     01-04-1998                                                                                                PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

Although I agree with the majority's holding that the trial court properly denied Appellant's motion for a 
directed verdict of acquittal, I respectfully dissent from the majority's decision to affirm Appellant's 
conviction.   I would remand the case for a new trial because-to use the majority's own words-the trial 
court's homicide instructions did “not sufficiently frame the issue of causation as defined in KRS 
501.060.” 1  In addition, I am greatly troubled that the sample instructions outlined in the majority 
opinion permit a jury to find a defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter or Reckless Homicide 
without finding that the defendant acted either wantonly or recklessly as those terms are defined in KRS 
501.020.   In contrast to the majority's view that the Kentucky Penal Code's causation provisions furnish 
an “alternative for finding guilt,” 2 I believe that KRS 501.060(2) and (3) place a further limitation on the 
imposition of criminal liability in addition to the requirement of a culpable mental state.   Thus, those 
provisions “adopt criteria for determining when factual causation is insufficient for holding a defendant 
responsible for the results of his conduct (i.e., ․ ‘legal causation’).” 3  Accordingly, I challenge the 
majority's conclusion that Appellant suffered no prejudice from the trial court's failure to instruct the jury 
as to KRS 501.060's limitations on criminal liability, and I would reverse Appellant's conviction for 
Second-Degree Manslaughter and remand the case to the trial court for a new trial. 

KRS 507.040(1) defines the offense of Second-Degree Manslaughter and states, in relevant part, “[a] 
person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree when he wantonly causes the death of another 
person ․” 4 Until today, this Court has always held that “wantonly” as used in KRS 507.040(1) refers to the 
definition of the “wantonly” culpable mental state contained in KRS 501.020(3).   Because the instruction 
proposed by the majority opinion employs the disjunctive “OR” between subparagraphs (A) and (B), 
however, a jury could find a defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter under the proposed 
instruction without ever finding that the defendant was “aware of and consciously disregard[ed] a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk” 5 that his conduct would result in another's death or that “[t]he risk 
[was] of such nature and degree that disregard thereof constitute[d] a gross deviation from the standard 
of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the situation.” 6  Although subparagraph (A) 
defines “wantonly” substantially in accordance with KRS 501.020(3)-omitting, however, the “of such 
nature and degree” language-the instruction permits a jury to return a guilty verdict under subparagraph 
(B), which incorporates language from KRS 501.060 and reads “[t]hat the death of Michael Partin 
occurred in a manner that the Defendant knew was rendered substantially more probable by his conduct,” 
without determining that Appellant acted wantonly with respect to Officer Partin's death.   While 
subparagraph (B) substantially paraphrases KRS 501.020(3)'s “knowingly” culpable mental state,7 the 
culpable mental state required for Second-Degree Manslaughter is “wantonly,” not “knowingly.”   And, 
unlike the other culpable mental states in KRS 501.020, the “knowingly” mental state “cannot serve as the 
culpable mental state for an offense having a prohibited result as its essential element.” 8  While I have 
focused here upon the majority's proposed Second-Degree Manslaughter instruction, I would criticize its 
proposed Reckless Homicide instruction for the same reasons.   Accordingly, I believe that the majority's 
proposed jury instructions as well as its disposition of this appeal betray a misunderstanding of KRS 
501.060. 

KRS 501.060 defines the causal relationships for which the Kentucky Penal Code permits the imposition 
of criminal sanctions: 

(1) Conduct is the cause of a result when it is an antecedent without which the result in question would 
not have occurred. 

(2) When intentionally causing a particular result is an element of an offense, the element is not 
established if the actual result is not within the intention of the contemplation of the actor unless: 

(a) The actual result differs from that intended or contemplated, as the case may be, only in the respect 
that a different person or different property is injured or affected or that the injury or harm intended or 
contemplated would have been more serious or more extensive;  or 

(b) The actual result involves the same kind of injury or harm as that intended or contemplated and 
occurs in a manner which the actor knows or should know is rendered substantially more probable by his 
conduct. 
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(3) When wantonly or recklessly causing a particular result is an element of an offense, the element is not 
established if the actual result is not within the risk of which the actor is aware or, in the case of 
recklessness, of which he should be aware unless: 

(a) The actual result differs from the probable result only in the respect that a different person or 
different property is injured or that the probable injury or harm would have been more serious or more 
extensive than that caused;  or 

(b) The actual result involves the same kind of injury or harm as the probable result and occurs in a 
manner which the actor knows or should know is rendered substantially more probable by his conduct. 

(4) The question of whether an actor knew or should have known the result he caused was rendered 
substantially more probable is an issue of fact.9 

KRS 501.060's provisions relating to legal causation were adapted from Model Penal Code § 2.03, and, 
KRS 501.060(2)(b) and (3)(b), like the corresponding provisions in the Model Penal Code,10 are designed 
“to exclude situations in which the manner in which the actual result occurs, or the nature of the actual 
result, is so remote from the actor's purpose or contemplation that it should have no bearing on the 
gravity of the offense for which he is convicted.” 11  The 1974 Commentary to KRS 501.060 reflects that 
the drafters of the Kentucky Penal Code recognized that, under some circumstances, an actor with a 
requisite culpable mental state could, under a “but-for” analysis, factually “cause” a prohibited result, but 
should not be criminally sanctioned for that result: 

This section deals with one of the most difficult problems in criminal law, that of causation.   For an 
intelligible description of this provision and its purposes, a general statement of the law of causation to 
serve as a frame of reference is essential.   That statement should begin with this proposition:  any 
antecedent which contributes to a given result can be said as a matter of fact to have caused that result.   
For example, the birth of a person can be said to have caused his death even though the immediate death-
causing act was one of shooting.   In distinguishing between antecedents which should receive juridicial 
consideration as a cause in penal law and those which should not, the courts have classified causes as 
remote and proximate with only the latter sufficing for criminal liability.   To be classified as a 
“proximate cause,” generally recognized as a flexible standard, an antecedent must constitute a 
“substantial factor” in bringing about the result in issue․ 

Once an act is found to be a cause in fact of a result and a substantial factor in bringing about that result, 
it is recognized as the proximate cause unless another cause, independent of the first, intervenes between 
the first and the result.   And even then the first cause is treated as the proximate cause if the harm or 
injury resulting from the second is deemed to have been reasonably foreseeable by the first actor. 

In attempting to deal with this law and the problem it represents.   KRS 501.060, in its first subsection, 
starts with a simple rule of causation and an underlying judgment that many of the matters now treated as 
“causation” questions should be dealt with as problems of mens rea.   The reason for this judgment can 
be best shown by use of the first example of the second preceding paragraph.   It can be said that a person 
who gave birth to the victim of a homicide caused the death of that victim even though the immediate 
death-causing act was committed by another.   Without the birth of the victim, the result in question 
would not have occurred.   However, under no theory of mens rea can it be said that the mother of the 
victim had a criminal state of mind in causing the death.   By treating such matters as mens rea 
problems, subsection (1) eliminates the need of distinguishing between “remote” and “proximate” causes 
and the difficulty inherent in the distinction. 

Subsection (2) deals in specific terms with the situation in which an actual result of criminal conduct 
varies from the result intended by a defendant.   It first establishes a general principle that when such 
variation exists, “intentionally,” as the essential element of culpability, cannot be shown.   Then the 
subsection creates two exceptions to the general principle.   The first of which provides for two instances 
in which a variation between actual results and intended results is inconsequential:  when the variation is 
that a different person or different property than intended is injured or affected by the criminal act (e.g., 
D. shoots at A with intent to kill him but instead kills B);  and when the variation involves an actual injury 
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or harm less serious or extensive than what was intended (e.g., D. shoots at V, intending to kill him, but 
instead only injures him).   The second exception to the general principle deals with the situation where 
an actual injury is the same as an intended injury but occurs in an “unintended” manner.   To illustrate: 
 suppose that D shoots his wife with intent to kill;  that while in a hospital for treatment she contracts an 
unrelated disease, and that she ultimately dies as a result of that disease.   Under pre-existing doctrine, 
D's responsibility for this result depended upon whether the disease was considered an “independent 
intervening cause” and, if so, whether the result it caused was considered to have been “reasonably 
foreseeable.”   Under this subsection, D's responsibility depends on whether the triers of fact find that his 
wife's death occurred in a manner which he knew or should have known was rendered substantially more 
probable by his conduct.   With this change in approach there is an express acknowledgment [subsection 
(4) ] that the ultimate responsibility for determining whether an actual result is too far removed from an 
intended result to impose criminal liability must be left for the triers of fact. 

Subsection (3) deals in specific terms with the situation in which an actual result of criminal conduct is 
outside a risk of which an actor was aware, if he acted wantonly, or of which he should have been aware, if 
he acted recklessly.   It has the same general principle and the same exception as contained in subsection 
(2);  therefore the matters stated in the preceding paragraph are equally applicable to this subsection.12 

I believe it is important to emphasize that KRS 501.060 acts as a limitation on criminal liability in 
situations where a defendant otherwise intentionally, wantonly, or recklessly causes another person's 
death or physical injury or damage to property.   KRS 501.060 represents a legislative policy 
determination that “[w]hen the requirement of ‘proximate causation’ dissociates the actor's conduct from 
a result of which it is a but-for cause, ․ the actor's culpability with respect to the result ․ is such that it 
would be unjust to permit the result to influence his liability or the gravity of his offense.” 13  In other 
words, “legal causation,” although now conceptualized by KRS 501.060 as an issue of mens rea or 
culpability, nevertheless operates to exclude criminal liability in cases where the defendant would 
otherwise have committed an offense, but “common sense notions of responsibility for the occurrence of 
results” 14 dictate that the imposition of criminal liability is inappropriate. 

In Lofthouse v. Commonwealth,15 this Court observed that KRS 501.060(3) frames the issue of causation 
“in terms of whether or not the result as it occurred was either foreseen or foreseeable by the defendant as 
a reasonable probability.” 16  For instance, a defendant who shoots a rifle at his wife with the intention of 
killing her will-absent some other consideration such as a belief in the need to resort to self-protection-be 
liable for Murder if a bullet strikes and kills her.   KRS 501.060(2)(b), however, would likely exclude 
homicide liability in many cases where the defendant's aim was poor, but the defendant's conduct was 
nonetheless technically a “but-for” cause of his wife's death-e.g., where, because of the defendant's 
attempt upon her life, the wife vacates the marital residence and moves to a new home in the country and 
is later killed in a fall from a horse 17 or perishes in a fire when her new home burns down.18  And, while a 
drunken driver may commit Second-Degree Manslaughter by consciously ignoring the risk that he might 
kill the occupants of another vehicle in a collision if a collision and death occur, KRS 501.060(3)(b) 
requires a jury to address foreseeability issues if the drunken driver collides with another vehicle without 
causing injury to the second vehicle's occupants, but those occupants are pinned within their vehicle and 
later devoured by a passing ravenous bear.19 

Accordingly, where the evidence at trial presents an issue of fact as to whether the manner in which a 
prohibited result occurred was different from that intended or wantonly or recklessly risked-and only 
where the evidence presents such an issue-the trial court's instructions must frame the foreseeability issue 
for the jury.   Because I believe the jury instructions proposed in the majority opinion are erroneous, I 
believe that the trial court in this case should have instructed the jury substantially as follows: 

INSTRUCTION NO. 1 

SECOND-DEGREE MANSLAUGHTER 

You will find the defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter under this Instruction if, and only if, 
you believe from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that in this county on or about January 4, 1998 
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and before the finding of the indictment herein, he caused the death of Michael Partin by fleeing from 
police apprehension, 

AND 

That in so doing: 

A.  The Defendant was aware of and consciously disregarded a substantial and unjustifiable risk that his 
conduct would cause Michael Partin to fall to his death through the opening between the roadway and the 
bridge, and that this risk was of such nature and degree that the Defendant's disregard of it constituted a 
gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the situation. 

OR 

B. (1) The Defendant was aware of and consciously disregarded a substantial and unjustifiable risk that 
his conduct would result in Michael Partin's death in some manner other than a fall through the opening 
between the roadway and the bridge, and that this risk was of such nature and degree that the Defendant's 
disregard of it constituted a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would 
observe in the situation. 

AND 

(2) Michael Partin's death occurred in a manner which Defendant knew or should have known was 
rendered substantially more probable by his conduct. 

INSTRUCTION NO. 2 

RECKLESS HOMICIDE 

You will find the defendant guilty of Reckless Homicide under this Instruction if, and only if, you believe 
from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that in this county on or about January 4, 1998 and before 
the finding of the indictment herein, he caused the death of Michael Partin by fleeing from police 
apprehension, 

AND 

That in so doing: 

A.  The Defendant failed to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that his conduct would cause 
Michael Partin to fall to his death through the opening between the roadway and the bridge, and that this 
risk was of such nature and degree that the Defendant's failure to perceive it constituted a gross deviation 
from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the situation. 

OR 

B. (1) The Defendant failed to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that his conduct would result 
in Michael Partin's death in some manner other than a fall through the opening between the roadway and 
the bridge, and that this risk was of such nature and degree that the Defendant's failure to perceive it 
constituted a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the 
situation. 

AND 

(2) Michael Partin's death occurred in a manner which Defendant knew or should have known was 
rendered substantially more probable by his conduct. 
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By proposing instructions that permit a jury to return a guilty verdict upon a finding only that the manner 
in which the result occurred was either foreseen or foreseeable to the defendant, however, the majority 
apparently interprets KRS 501.060(3)'s “the element is not established ․ unless” language as an 
alternative formulation of the culpable mental states defined in KRS 500.020(3) and (4).   Stated 
differently, the structure of the majority's proposed instructions reflects either that the majority has 
either:  (1) overlooked the necessity of requiring a wanton or reckless culpable mental state;  (2) concluded 
that a defendant who acts “knowingly” also acts “wantonly” despite every indication to the contrary in the 
Kentucky Penal Code;  or most likely, (3) has interpreted KRS 501.060(3)'s curious grammar as if it read 
“the element is established ․ when ” and has equated Appellant's actual or imputed knowledge that the 
manner in which Michael Partin's death occurred “was rendered substantially more probable by his 
conduct” with wantonness and recklessness.   I find a number of problems and pitfalls with the majority's 
interpretation. 

First, other provisions and commentary to the Kentucky Penal Code caution against such an 
interpretation.   Specifically, KRS 500.010(1) defines “culpable mental state” as “ ‘intentionally’ or 
‘knowingly’ or ‘wantonly’ or ‘recklessly’ as those terms are defined in KRS 501.020.” 20  KRS 501.050 
states that a person can be guilty of a criminal offense “without having one (1) of the culpable mental 
states defined in KRS 501.020 ” 21 only when the offense is a violation or misdemeanor without a defined 
culpable mental state 22 or when the offense is defined outside of the Kentucky Penal code and “the statute 
clearly indicates a legislative purpose to impose absolute liability for the conduct described.” 23  Second-
Degree Manslaughter does not fall within either exception.   In addition, the 1974 Commentary to KRS 
501.020 reads:  “[n]either ‘wantonness' nor ‘recklessness' can be used to impose criminality upon conduct 
unless the following two elements are shown to exist:  a substantial and unjustifiable risk that a result 
described in a penal statute will occur ․ and a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a 
reasonable person would observe in the situation.” 24  As subparagraph (B) of each the majority's 
proposed jury instructions permits a jury to find a defendant guilty of Second-Degree Manslaughter or 
Reckless Homicide without finding that the defendant acted wantonly or recklessly with respect to the 
victim's death, I believe those instructions are erroneous.   Simply put, the language of KRS 
501.060(3)(b) and KRS 501.020(3) are not interchangeable-a defendant's conscious disregard or reckless 
ignorance of a risk he or she knows or should know is rendered substantially more probable by his or her 
conduct does not necessarily “constitute[ ] a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a 
reasonable person would observe in the situation.” 25  Accordingly, the majority's proposed instructions 
short-circuit the KRS 501.020 definitions of wantonly and recklessly. 

Second, although the specific issue before the Court appears to be a question of first impression, the 
courts in Arizona-the other jurisdiction that adopted the alternative Model Penal Code version of 
Subsections (2)(b) and (3)(b)-have conceptualized the “legal causation” inquiry as distinct from the 
determination of whether the defendant possessed a culpable mental state.26 

Finally, and perhaps most important, I believe the majority's interpretation of KRS 501.060(3)'s “the 
element is not established ․ unless” language overlooks KRS 501.060's identical provision for result 
offenses requiring an intentional mental state.   If, standing alone, actual or imputed knowledge that a 
result will occur in a manner rendered substantially more probable by the defendant's conduct constitutes 
“wantonness” or “recklessness,” what of KRS 501.060(2)(b)?: 

When intentionally causing a particular result is an element of an offense, the element is not established if 
the actual result is not within the intention or the contemplation of the actor unless: 

(b) The actual result involves the same kind of injury or harm as that intended or contemplated and 
occurs in a manner which the actor knows or should know is rendered substantially more probable by his 
conduct.27 

Stated otherwise, if the majority correctly interprets KRS 501.060(3)(b)' s “the element is not established ․ 
unless” language as an alternative articulation of the “wantonly” and “recklessly” culpable mental states, 
the same must hold true for KRS 501.060(2)(b), and an actor with actual or imputed knowledge that the 
manner in which the result actually occurred was rendered substantially more probable by his conduct 
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would also have acted “intentionally.”   And, if that is the case, the same jury finding as to foreseeability 
could constitute two or three different culpable mental states.   The logical response to this paradox is 
that, while the two inquiries are no doubt interrelated, a KRS 501.060(2)(b) or (3)(b) finding is neither 
interchangeable nor co-extensive with the jury's determination of the defendant's culpable mental state.   
In my opinion, the 1974 Commentary to KRS 501.060 illustrates that the jury's subsection (2)(b) or (3)(b) 
foreseeability determination occurs subsequent to its determination of whether a defendant possessed a 
culpable mental state by intending or risking a prohibited result: 

To illustrate:  suppose that D shoots his wife with intent to kill;  that while in a hospital for treatment she 
contracts an unrelated disease, and that she ultimately dies as a result of that disease․ Under this 
subsection, D's responsibility depends upon whether the triers of fact find that his wife's death occurred in 
a manner which he knew or should have known was rendered substantially more probable by his 
conduct.28 

As such, KRS 501.060(2)(b) and (3)(b) require an independent jury determination of foreseeability only 
after a factual determination has been made that the defendant intended (or wantonly or recklessly 
risked) the same kind of injury or harm in a different manner.   And, as defined by statute, the 
foreseeability inquiry is the same-whether the defendant “knew or should have known” that the 
prohibited result was rendered substantially more probable by his conduct-regardless of whether the 
culpable mental state necessary for a result offense is “intentionally,” “wantonly,” or “recklessly.” 

Because I view KRS 501.060(3)(b) not as an “alternative for finding guilt,” but as a separate limitation on 
the imposition of criminal liability for wantonly or recklessly risked results that occur in unforeseen 
manners, I disagree with the majority's conclusion that the trial court's failure to instruct the jury as to the 
foreseeability question was harmless.   KRS 501.060(4) establishes that the question of whether the 
manner in which Officer Partin was killed was within the foreseeable risks created by Appellant's conduct 
“is an issue of fact” 29appropriate for jury resolution.   However, the trial court's instructions in this case 
neither required nor permitted the jury to answer this factual question, and “[w]hen a jury is not told that 
it must find that the victim's death was within the risk created by the defendant's conduct an element of 
the crime has been erroneously withdrawn from the jury.” 30  The central question at trial in this case was 
whether Appellant was criminally liable for Officer Partin's death, and, by omitting the inquiry required 
by KRS 501.060(3)(b), the trial court's jury instructions simply failed to present that issue adequately to 
the jury.   As such, the jury could easily have predicated its finding of guilt on its belief that Appellant 
consciously disregarded not the risk that Officer Partin would fall to his death, but rather a risk that 
Officer Partin or another officer would be killed in another manner-e.g., by automobile traffic on the 
bridge (a theory the Commonwealth's brief advances as support for the trial court's ruling on Appellant's 
motion for directed verdict).   Although Appellant did not tender proper jury instructions or otherwise 
preserve this error for our review, I believe “a substantial possibility exists that the result would have been 
․ different” 31 if the trial court had properly instructed the jury.   Thus, I would reverse the judgment of 
the Kenton Circuit Court and remand this indictment to the trial court for retrial on the charge of Second-
Degree Manslaughter under proper instructions. 
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COOPER, Justice. 

GRAVES, JOHNSTONE, and WINTERSHEIMER, JJ., concur. GRAVES, J., also concurs by separate 
opinion. KELLER, J., dissents by separate opinion, with LAMBERT, C.J., and STUMBO, J., joining that 
dissenting opinion. 
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