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03-16-1943  Michigan – Ralph Broullire – State LEO Ice Rescue  
 

Trooper Ralph Broullire 
https://www.odmp.org/officer/2318-trooper-ralph-broullire 
 

Michigan State Police, Michigan 
End of Watch Tuesday, March 16, 1943 
 

RALPH BROULLIRE 
Trooper Ralph Broullire drowned while attempting to 

rescue two boys in Saginaw Bay. 
 

After Trooper Broullire and two other rescuers made it to 
the boys, high winds and rough water capsized their boat, 
killing all five people. Trooper Broullire's body was not 

recovered until one month later when the weather began 
to calm. 

 

BIO 
 Age 28 

 Tour Not available 
 Badge Not available 

 

INCIDENT DETAILS 
 Cause Drowned 

 
 

Michigan State Police 
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStatePolice/photos/a.10150358028612216/10150748992797216/
?comment_id=10158609419207216  

 
In memory of our fallen trooper who made the 
ultimate sacrifice on this day in 1943: 

 
June 26, 1914 - March 16, 1943 

 
Tpr. Ralph L. Broullire drowned in Saginaw Bay while 
trying to rescue two boys from an ice flow. 

 
In the evening of March 16, 1943, the two young men 

became stranded on an ice flow that had been pushed 
offshore by 55 mile per hour winds. Trooper Broullire 
and two other men set out in a boat in an attempt to 

reach the boys. Another boat also started out, but was 
turned back by high winds and waves. Signals received 

from flashlights on the ice flow indicated that Trooper 
Broullire and his companions had reached the boys.  

 
Tpr. Ralph L. Broullire 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.odmp.org/officer/2318-trooper-ralph-broullire
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStatePolice/?__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStatePolice/photos/a.10150358028612216/10150748992797216/?comment_id=10158609419207216
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganStatePolice/photos/a.10150358028612216/10150748992797216/?comment_id=10158609419207216
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This was the last contact with the men. The icy waters of the bay claimed the life of 
Trooper Broullire and the four others. 

 
Storms and high winds seriously hampered the search for the victims. The body of 

Trooper Broullire was recovered on April 18, 1943. 
 
Trooper Broullire was the 14th MSP officer to die in the line of duty. 

 
 

 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/s

n88063294/1943-03-20/ed-1/seq-3/ 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn

/sn88063294/1943-04-19/ed-1/seq-7/ 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-03-20/ed-1/seq-3/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-03-20/ed-1/seq-3/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-04-19/ed-1/seq-7/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-04-19/ed-1/seq-7/
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-03-

18/ed-1/seq-1/ 

 
 
 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-03-18/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88063294/1943-03-18/ed-1/seq-1/
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-

19/ed-1/seq-7/ 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-19/ed-1/seq-7/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-19/ed-1/seq-7/
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-17/ed-

1/seq-1/ 

 
 
 

MSP HONOR?ROLL 
https://www.sentinel-standard.com/article/20120407/NEWS/304079989  
 

On the night of March 16, 1943, a Bay City man telephoned the home of local State 
Police Post Commander, Sgt. Fred Keune, to report two boys, aged 18 and 15, had 

been standing on the ice in Saginaw Bay when it cracked apart, setting them adrift. 
Sgt. Keune called the Post and Trooper Ralph Broullire, 28, assigned to the Bay City 

Post, was dispatched to the scene. 
 
A Coast Guard boatswain’s mate arrived, along with Deputies with a Sheriff’s 

Department boat. The boat was not seaworthy. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-17/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn97063183/1943-03-17/ed-1/seq-1/
https://www.sentinel-standard.com/article/20120407/NEWS/304079989
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Other Troopers attempted rescue with a State Police boat, but the waves and water 
was too rough. Through signals with flashlights, the boys, helped by 55 mph winds, 

were now about two miles out in the bay. 
 

Coast Guard officials from Tawas City and Harbor Beach were on the way. The 
urgency of rescue prompted Tpr. Broullire and two other men to use the Sheriff’s 
Department boat to attempt a rescue. 

 
Last contact from anyone was about 11:30 p.m. that evening. 

 
A State police detail remained alert on shore all night and throughout the next day. 
Coast Guard cutters arrived on March 17, but high winds and waves forced them to 

turn back. 
 

Trooper Broullire’s body was finally recovered on April 18 after it floated to shore. 
 
The other four people also perished in the event. 

 
Tpr. Broullire, who enlisted in the MSP on Dec. 18, 1937, was buried at Iron 

Mountain and was the fourteenth Trooper to die in the line of duty. 
 

Trooper Rob Herbstreith, Michigan State Police, Niles Post, is a Community Service 
Trooper available to answer readers’ questions.  
 

Email him at TrooperRob53@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
mailto:TrooperRob53@yahoo.com?subject=Question%20from%20Sentinel%20reader

