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11-17-2020 Puget Sound Washington - Charlie Cortez – LE Attempted 
Rescue – Washed Off Boat  

 

Police Officer Charlie Joe Cortez 
Tulalip Tribal Police Department, Tribal Police 

End of Watch Tuesday, November 17, 2020  
 

 

CHARLIE JOE CORTEZ 

 

Police Officer Charlie Cortez died after the 24-foot 
fisheries enforcement vessel he was in capsized after 

being struck by a rogue wave in the Puget Sound, 
Washington, at about 9:00 pm. 
 

 
He and his partner had just escorted a distressed 

boater into Tulalip Bay when their vessel was struck 
by the wave and capsized. A search was immediately 
initiated by tribal, local, state, and federal agencies in the area. Officer Cortez's 

partner was located in the water suffering from hypothermia near Hat Island at 
about 11:45 pm and rescued by tribal fishermen. 

 
Officer Cortez was not located and, due to cold water temperatures and adverse 
weather conditions, it was determined that Officer Cortez could not have survived. 

The search and recovery operation was suspended on November 19th, 2020. 
 

Officer Cortez had served with the Tulalip Tribal Police Department for three years. 
 

BIO 
 Age 29 
 Tour 3 years 

 Badge Not available 
INCIDENT DETAILS 

 Cause Drowned 
 Location Washington 
 Marine Patrol 

 

Coast Guard Suspends Search For Missing Tulalip Officer Thrown 
From Boat After Rogue Wave Hit 
https://www.q13fox.com/news/crews-search-for-missing-tulalip-officer-after-rogue-wave-capsizes-
fisheries-boat-near-everett 

November 17, 2020 By Franque Thompson and Q13 News Staff  
 

EVERETT, Wash. - The U.S. Coast Guard has suspended its recovery search for a 
Tulalip Tribal Police Department officer who was thrown into Puget Sound Tuesday 

night after a rogue wave hit and capsized the boat he and another officer were on. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.odmp.org/agency/7350-tulalip-tribal-police-department-tribal-police
https://www.odmp.org/media/image/officer/24959/orig/police-officer-charlie-cortez.jpg
https://www.q13fox.com/news/crews-search-for-missing-tulalip-officer-after-rogue-wave-capsizes-fisheries-boat-near-everett
https://www.q13fox.com/news/crews-search-for-missing-tulalip-officer-after-rogue-wave-capsizes-fisheries-boat-near-everett
https://www.q13fox.com/person/t/franque-thompson
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But that doesn't mean the dozens of other 
agencies involved in the search are giving 

up hope in bringing him home. Tulalip 
Tribal Police Chief Chris Sutter says the 

search will continue.  
 

According to Tulalip Tribal Police, the 
incident happened about 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday when two tribal wildlife and 
fishery officers were returning to Tulalip 

Bay Marina and the wave hit their 24-foot 
vessel. Both men were thrown 
overboard.  
 

Officer Shawn Edge, the boat's captain, was rescued near Hat Island and is being 
treated at a local hospital. Chief Sutter told Q13 News on Wednesday that Edge was 

rescued quite a ways from the shore when officials arrived. 
 

Officer Charlie Cortez, 29, is still missing and presumed dead. He's been with the 
department for three years and is the first Tulalip Tribal Police officer to die in the 

line of duty.  
 

"As our search and rescue effort 

transitions to a search and 
recovery, we are heartbroken," said 
Tulalip Chairwoman Teri Gobin. 

"Our people are connected to the 
water and we know what we risk 

when we go out. Today we lost a 
good man, a father, brother, and 

son. Our hands go up to the many 
fishermen and rescue workers who 
answered the call to find our 

missing officer. In the face of 
tragedy, our community came 

together and we will continue to 
come together as we take care of 
his family."  
 

Sutter said the conditions on the water last night were extremely dangerous and 
rough. The officers were investigating a potential poaching incident near fishing 

grounds.  
 

"They were out doing their duty protecting the fishing grounds and also 
investigating a potential poaching situation. They were diligently doing their duty. 

They do this every day, they are very well trained experts," said Sutter. 
 

Sutter acknowledged the conditions officers must work under while on the water.  

 
Officer Charlie Cortez (Photo courtesy 

Tulalip Tribal Police Department) 

Officials continue recovery efforts for a 

Tulalip Tribal officer missing in Puget Sound 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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He said the search area is extensive and that the department is committed to 
finding Cortez. He said Cortez is not just considered a coworker, but a brother and 

friend to those who worked with him, dedicated to serving his community. 
 

"He is a father, a son, and a brother to all of us. We haven’t given up hope. We’re 
praying for a miracle," said Sutter. 
 

Search Continues For Officer Missing After Rogue Wave 
Capsizes Boat 
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/crews-search-capsized-boat-off-jetty-

island/FJFOJOIHIVHIVF74QRF5P6Y6CM/  

November 18, 2020 By KIRO 7 News Staff 
Multiple agencies continue the 

search for a missing Tulalip 
Tribal officer who was thrown 
overboard after large wave hit 

his vessel while investigating a 
potential poaching incident. 

 
EVERETT, Wash. — A search 
continues for a 29-year-old 

Tulalip Police Department 
officer thrown into the water 

after a rogue wave capsized 
his boat just before 9 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

 
Two officers were aboard a 

Tulalip Police Department 
Fisheries boat trying to help a 
vessel near Jetty Island when 

a rouge wave struck their 
boat, capsizing it and sending 

both men into the water. The 
second Tulalip Police 

Department officer, a 38-year-old man wearing a life jacket, was rescued around 

11:45 p.m. by a private boat near Hat Island. 
 

He was able to talk to rescuers despite experiencing symptoms of hypothermia.  
He was taken to Providence Regional Medical Center for treatment. Tulalip police 
confirmed Tuesday morning that 29-year-old Charlie Cortez is the officer who is 

still missing. The department said he’s been an officer for three years. 
 

“We’re hoping for a miracle” the chief said. 
 

Navy Everett remained at the scene checking the water and a Coast Guard 
helicopter assisted in the search. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/crews-search-capsized-boat-off-jetty-island/FJFOJOIHIVHIVF74QRF5P6Y6CM/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/crews-search-capsized-boat-off-jetty-island/FJFOJOIHIVHIVF74QRF5P6Y6CM/
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However, rescuers asked private boats trying to help in the search on Wednesday 
night to stay away due to high winds and unsafe conditions. 

 

Officer Down: Rescue Workers Searching For Missing 
Officer Now Presumed Dead After His Boat Capsized 
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/rescue-workers-are-searching-for-missing-officer-after-his-
boat-capsized/  

November 18, 2020 by: Chris Elliot  
 

EVERETT, WA – A rogue wave is blamed for causing a police boat to capsize, 
knocking both officers on board into the water.  One officer was rescued, the 

second is still missing. 
 

Heartbreak has struck the officers of the Tulalip Tribal Police Department in 
Washington on November 17th after two officers, on a police boat, had stopped to 
assist another boater near Jetty Island around 9pm.  

At some point, a wave came out of nowhere, striking the police boat, causing it to 
capsize.  Both officers on board were thrown off of the boat and into the cold 

waters. 
 
One of the officers was wearing a life vest and was rescued by a private boat just 

before midnight near Hat Island.  
 

The officer, Shawn Edge, who seemed to be suffering from hypothermia symptoms, 
was able to speak to rescuers when pulled out of the water.  That officer was 
transported to the Providence Regional Medical Center for treatment. 

 
Sadly, the second officer, identified as 29-year-old Charlie Cortez, a three-year 

veteran of the agency, is still missing.  At this time, it is unknown if Cortez was 
wearing a life vest at the time of the incident.   
 

According to Ryan Simms from KIRO7: 
 

“Tulalip PD confirms 29-year-old Charlie Cortez is the Officer still missing after 
his rescue boat overturned last night.  They say he’s been an officer for 3 
years.  “We’re hoping for a miracle” the chief says.” 

 
Tulalip Police Chief Chris Sutter reported that the officers were onboard a 24 foot 

Tulalip Police Department fishery vessel and were assisting another vessel when the 
large wave struck.  The wave was large enough to cause the 24 foot vessel to 
capsize.  Sutter said: 

 
“[Cortez is] a father, a son and a brother to all of us.  We haven’t given up 

hope, we’re praying for a miracle, but we’re also realistic of how dangerous 
these waters are and how fringed they are.” 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/rescue-workers-are-searching-for-missing-officer-after-his-boat-capsized/
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/rescue-workers-are-searching-for-missing-officer-after-his-boat-capsized/
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/rescue-workers-are-searching-for-missing-officer-after-his-boat-capsized/
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/author/chris-elliot/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/crews-search-capsized-boat-off-jetty-island/FJFOJOIHIVHIVF74QRF5P6Y6CM/
https://twitter.com/RyanKIRO7/status/1329148444762537984
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/reports-tulalip-fisheries-boat-tips-over-in-rough-waters/281-d7d05abe-a828-4a56-87f9-851c2350ae7a
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The Coast Guard joined in the search and rescue efforts and have said they have 
covered 835 square nautical miles in their efforts since the boat capsized on the 

17th.  
 

In addition, neighboring agencies, Everett Police Department, and the US Navy 
have joined in the search from both the sea and air. 
 

In addition to the law enforcement and military looking, Sutter reported that 
roughly 40 tribal fisherman from the Tulalip and other tribes have joined into the 

search.  The search includes the water as well as beaches in the area. 
 
Tulalip Chairwoman Teri Gobin said: 

 
“As our search and rescue effort transitions to a search and recovery, we are 

heartbroken.  Our people are connected to the water and we know what we 
risk when we go out.” 

 

Tulalip reluctantly have admitted that they believe that Cortez is deceased due to 
the cold temperatures of the water and the number of hours since he was last seen 

alive.  If this is true, this would make him the first Tulalip Police Department officer 
to die in the line of duty.  Sutter said on the 18th: 

 
“We’ve held out hope for a miracle…[however with] the climate and the frigid 
water here in the Northwest, realistically this mission changed overnight from 

a rescue to a recovery.” 
 

Sutter continued: 
 
“Charlie was a wonderful man and officer.  We are devastated by his 

loss.  Tulalip Fish and Wildlife are often called upon to conduct searches such 
as this one.  

 
I know Charlie would have been there for you, and I can’t say thank you 
enough to the many individuals and agencies that came together to be there 

for him.  The search for our missing officer will continue until his is brought 
home.” 

 

Tulalip Tribal Police Department: Officer Down 
https://www.officer.com/command-hq/news/21163474/tulalip-tribal-police-department-officer-down 

Nov 19th, 2020 Hilary Rodela, Associate Editor 
 

Officer Down Memorial Page 
 

TULALIP TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICER DROWNS  
AFTER BOAT CAPSIZES 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/one-tulalip-officer-rescued-another-missing-after-boat-capsizes-during-stormy-weather-assist/
https://www.officer.com/command-hq/news/21163474/tulalip-tribal-police-department-officer-down
https://www.officer.com/features/by-contributor/contact/12284688/hilary-rodela-hilary-romig
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WASHINGTON-Officer Charlie Cortez, died Tuesday, November 17, after the 
enforcement vessel he was in capsized due to a large wave off of Puget Sound. 

Cortez and his partner had escorted a distressed boater that evening.  
 

Once the boat had capsized several agencies conducted a search. Cortez's partner 
was found suffering from hypothermia.  
 

The search did not come across the body of Cortez and it was determined he did 
not survive the frigid water.  

 
Officer Cortez was with the Tulalip Tribal Police Department for three years.  
 

Coast Guard Calls Off Search For Missing Tulalip Officer 
https://apnews.com/article/everett-puget-sound-9e392ec58ecc1399387bb4b7d49d4e3e 

November 19, 2020 
 

EVERETT, Wash. (AP) — The Coast Guard has suspended the search for a Tulalip 
Tribal Police Department officer who was reported missing and presumed dead after 
the boat he was in capsized when a large rogue wave walloped the vessel on 

Tuesday night, authorities said. 
 

KOMO-TV reports Officer Charlie Cortez, 29, disappeared after he and Officer 
Shawn Edge, the 39-year-old boat operator and captain, were thrown overboard 
shortly before 9 p.m. into the turbulent and 50-degree waters of Puget Sound, 

according to Everett Fire officials 
 

In a news release Wednesday, authorities said Edge was rescued near Hat Island by 
Tulalip Tribal fishermen before he was rushed to Providence Medical Center in 
Everett for treatment. A spokesperson with the medical center says Edge is in 

stable condition. 
 

Cortez was said to be the first officer to die in the line of duty with the Tulalip Police 
Department. Police said he had been on the force with Tulalip police for three years. 

The two officers were using their department’s Fisheries 26-foot skiff to help a non-
tribal boat owner in distress and were returning to Tulalip Bay when their boat 
capsized. 

 
Edge was able to call the Coast Guard for help and report their boat had overturned 

but they quickly lost contact. 
 
Crews from several rescue agencies as well as approximately 40 Tulalip tribal 

members from their fishing fleet spent 22 hours combing the waters looking for 
Cortez, but came up empty. 

 
“The Coast Guard and our Navy, state, local and Tribal partners saturated the 
waters of the Snohomish River to locate the missing police officer, but, 

unfortunately we were not able to find him after an extensive search,” said Lt. 
Zachary Kearney with the U.S. Coast Guard, Sector Puget Sound. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://apnews.com/article/everett-puget-sound-9e392ec58ecc1399387bb4b7d49d4e3e
https://komonews.com/news/local/coast-guard-suspends-search-for-tulalip-officer-missing-in-puget-sound
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“The decision to suspend a search is one of the most difficult decisions the Coast 

Guard has to make,” he said. “We search as if one of our own is missing. Our 
hearts go out to the family and friends of the missing Tulalip Tribal officer.” 

 

Relief For Tawnya and Kids 

https://gofund.me/378419dd   
 

Bree Brown is organizing this fundraiser. 
 
As some of you may have 

heard about the tragic 
incident occurring this 

morning as a rogue wave 
capsized the officers boat. 
Charlie still has not been 

located but we are only 
hoping for the very best.  

 
Tawnya Stout shares two 
young kids with Charlie who is 

still missing. We started a meal train but most help was coming via donations so we 
are transfer to go fund me for donations at this time. 

Updates (1) 
 

NOVEMBER 21, 2020 by Bree Brown, Organizer 
Tulalip Police update: 5:10 p.m. 

 
Tuesday night, Tulalip Tribal Fish and Wildlife Officer Charlie Cortez and Fish and 

Wildlife Boat Captain Shawn Edge were conducting a standard patrol investigating 
potential poaching during a crab fishery. They followed a boat into the Snohomish 
river near the 10th St. boat launch.  

 
When they began the return trip to Tulalip Bay, rapidly changing conditions, 

including the tide change, river surge, and wind out of the south, created extremely 
dangerous conditions described by experienced captains as the “perfect storm.” 
Their vessel became swamped, and when another wave hit them broadside, it 

capsized at 8:47 p.m. Both officers were thrown from the 24ft patrol vessel into the 
water. 

 
Officer Edge was found about a half-mile southeast of Hat island Marina at 11:47 
p.m., nearly three hours after being thrown from the boat. It was a miracle Shawn 

was found alive after 3 hours in 50-degree water. The vessel was found in the 
straights between Hat Island and Jetty Island. Debris from the boat was found at 

Spee-bi-dah. 
 

The unified command team, including Tulalip Tribal Police, Tulalip Bay Fire, and 
Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office, assembled on Wednesday. The search began 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://gofund.me/378419dd
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over a broad area from Edmonds to Deception pass, operating on the assumption 
that Officer Cortez was wearing his PFD and was affected by the wind and tides. 

Coast Guard and the Sheriff’s office searched the water near Camano island. Search 
and Rescue teams, fire units, and many citizen volunteers searched local beaches 

and tidelands, including Hat Island and the tip of Camano Island. 
 
The search included 25 Tribal, State, and County vessels on Wednesday, including 

aircraft and approximately 40 tribal fishing vessels. When the aircraft stood down, 
drones were activated. Later Wednesday, the Incident Command received new 

information and agreed on more focused search areas, utilizing drift, tide, current, 
and wind to determine where Officer Cortez would most likely be found. 
 

Thursday, multiple search teams continued the searching the designated search 
areas and the more focused area where the accident occurred utilizing sonar 

provided by Pierce County, Seattle Police Department, and the Snohomish County 
Sheriff’s Department. Search teams conducted multiple grid search passes over the 
area then broadened the search to the north and south. NOAA began mapping the 

shelf near Jetty Island, and the U.S. Navy brought in sea bots out of Langley and 
Bangor, which map up to 500’ in-depth. 

 
Today, Friday, the search continued in the focused area where it is believed the 

vessel capsized, and north throughout the area known as the flats, between Everett 
and Tulalip. NOAA again scanned the area with their cutting-edge technology while 
Tulalip Tribal Police and Snohomish County Sheriff’s office co-coordinated grid 

searches. Seattle Police Department ran East/West, and Suquamish ran 
North/South patterns. At 2:30 p.m., at the lowest tides, we launched an aircraft to 

search from the mid-Jetty Island flats to Quil Ceda Creek and Smith Island areas. 
 
As we go forward we will continue to rotate resources to manage fatigue. We will 

continue to search. Please keep the family and community in your thoughts and 
prayers while we work to bring our fallen officer home. Additional information will 

be released as it is available. 
 

Search Continues For Body Of Overboard Tulalip Officer 
https://www.goskagit.com/scnews/news/search-continues-for-body-of-overboard-tulalip-

officer/article_0c232be9-e2a1-5c22-ac40-70b78d69e488.html  

 
Nov 22, 2020 Updated Nov 23, 2020  Evan Caldwell 
 

One officer rescued from frigid waters, recovering in hospital 
 

Authorities scaled back their search efforts for Charlie Cortez, 29, a Tulalip Police 
Department officer who went missing in the water late Nov. 17 after a rogue wave 

capsized the Tulalip Police Department Fisheries patrol boat he was on. 
 
The vessel was following a fishing boat into Everett Marina to ensure the fishermen 

reached port, Tulalip Police Chief Chris Sutter said.  
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.goskagit.com/scnews/news/search-continues-for-body-of-overboard-tulalip-officer/article_0c232be9-e2a1-5c22-ac40-70b78d69e488.html
https://www.goskagit.com/scnews/news/search-continues-for-body-of-overboard-tulalip-officer/article_0c232be9-e2a1-5c22-ac40-70b78d69e488.html
https://www.goskagit.com/users/profile/Evan%20Caldwell
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The rogue wave hit “during an extreme tide 
change and high winds,” Sutter said. After 

scouring the waters around Everett and Hat 
Island throughout the night and all day Nov. 

18, crews shifted from search and rescue to 
an effort to recover his body, he said. 
 

The incident was reported at about 8:30 p.m., 
when authorities responded to a capsized 

Tulalip Police Department Fisheries vessel 
with two occupants in the water somewhere 
off Jetty Island, according to a statement 

released by the city of Everett. 
 

Naval Station Everett had initial radio contact with the occupants on the 24-foot 
patrol boat, but they could not contact them after the initial radio transmission. 
Rescuers, navigating stormy weather and heavy seas full of debris, searched the 

area to include searching Jetty Island on foot, looking for any signs of the missing 
vessel and its occupants. 

 
At 11:10 p.m., rescuers located an overturned vessel, but they did not find any 

occupants. At 11:45 p.m., a private vessel then found one of the missing men — 
Tulalip Police Department officer Shawn Edge, 39 — near Hat Island. Edge was 
wearing a life jacket and was hypothermic but could communicate with rescuers, 

authorities said. He was taken to Providence Regional Medical Center in Everett. 
Edge was recovering at the hospital, according to a news release last week from the 

Tulalip Police Department. 
 
Cortez has still not been found. 

 
“We’ve held out hope for a miracle,” Sutter said, but with “the climate and the frigid 

water here in the Northwest, realistically this mission changed overnight from a 
rescue to a recovery. ... We’re here to find our officer and to bring him home and 
we’re not going to change that mission at all.” 

 
The missing officer is a father and a Tulalip tribal member who was born and raised 

in the area, Sutter said. 
 
“Our officer who’s missing is not just a coworker but he’s a friend and a brother, 

and our department is grieving right now,” Sutter said. “Our whole community is.” 
Cortez is the first officer to die in the line of duty with the Tulalip Police 

Department. 
 
Thirteen agencies were involved in the search for the remaining missing officer as 

of Wednesday morning, including the United States Coast Guard, Naval Station 
Everett, Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office, Marysville Fire District, Snohomish 

County Fire District #22, Tulalip Bay Fire, Camano Island Fire and Rescue, and the 
Port of Everett, as well as Tulalip fishermen and other local tribal members. 

 
Charlie Cortez 
Tulalip Tribe 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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“As our search and rescue effort transitions to a search and recovery, we are 

heartbroken,” Tulalip Chairwoman Teri Gobin said. “Our people are connected to 
the water and we know what we risk when we go out. Today we lost a good man, a 

father, brother and son.” 
 
The search efforts by the U.S. Coast Guard were suspended late Wednesday.  

“The decision to suspend a search is one of the most difficult decisions the Coast 
Guard has to make,” Coast Guard Lt. Zachary Kearney said in a statement. “We 

search as if one of our own is missing. Our hearts go out to the family and friends 
of the missing Tulalip Tribal officer.” 
 

In an online post Nov. 19,  the Tulalip Police said they “have narrowed our search 
to some key areas and are deploying new resources including side scan sonar, 

submersible cameras and dive teams. We currently have around a dozen 
government agencies, four local tribes, and countless local volunteers searching 
local beaches.” 

 
Officials said they are committed to search until they bring Cortez home. Tulalip 

Police are coordinating with volunteers to continue the search. 
 

“We are in this for the long haul,” according to a statement Sunday from the police.  
 
“We will bring Charlie home.” 

 
Search Continues For Missing Tulalip Officer 
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/search-continues-for-missing-tulalip-
officer/article_7632f3a0-2e7a-11eb-adc5-7fded4c9d250.html  
Nov 24, 2020  Christopher Andersson  
 
Officer Charlie Cortez has been missing since Nov. 17 after his Tulalip 

Tribal Fish and Wildlife boat capsized 
 

The search continues for Tulalip Tribal Fish and Wildlife officer Charlie Cortez, 
presumed dead after his boat capsized near the Tulalip Bay on Nov. 17. 
 

As of press time on Nov. 23, county and tribal crews were still working to look for 
Cortez. 

 
On Nov. 17 Officer Cortez and Tulalip Tribal Wildlife Boat Captain Shawn Edge were 
conducting a patrol and investigating potential poaching, according to Niki Cleary, 

Tulalip Tribal Police Public Information Officer. 
 

During their return trip to Tulalip Bay the boat had to battle with a changing tide, a 
river surge and dangerously high winds. 

 
The vessel capsized at 8:47 p.m. and both officers were thrown into the water at 
that time. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/search-continues-for-missing-tulalip-officer/article_7632f3a0-2e7a-11eb-adc5-7fded4c9d250.html
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/search-continues-for-missing-tulalip-officer/article_7632f3a0-2e7a-11eb-adc5-7fded4c9d250.html
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At 11:47 p.m. Edge was found near Hat 
Island Marina, having survived for about 

three hours in 50-degree water. 
 

The boat itself was found between Hat 
Island and Jetty Island. 
 

Multiple agencies responded with a 
coordinated search mission, including 

Tulalip Tribal Police, Tulalip Bay Fire and 
the Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office. 
The search area covered Edmonds to 

Deception Pass, as Officer Cortez could 
have been swept a long distance due to 

winds if he was wearing a personal 
flotation device. 
 

“Later Wednesday [Nov. 18], the Incident 
Command received new information and 

agreed on more focused search areas, 
utilizing drift, tide, current, and wind to 

determine where Officer Cortez would 
most likely be found,” according to Cleary. 
 

The U.S. Coast Guard suspended their search on Wednesday, but local agencies 
continued to search. 

 
On Thursday teams continued with assistance with sonar provided by Pierce 
County, the Seattle Police Department and the Snohomish County Sheriff’s 

Department. 
 

“NOAA began mapping the shelf near Jetty Island, and the U.S. Navy brought in 
sea bots out of Langley and Bangor, which map up to 500’ in-depth,” said Cleary. 
Friday, the search was focused on the area where the vessel is believed to have 

capsized between Everett and Tulalip. 
 

“NOAA again scanned the area with their cutting-edge technology while Tulalip 
Tribal Police and Snohomish County Sheriff’s office co-coordinated grid searches,” 
said Cleary. 

 
An aircraft was launched Friday during the lowest tides to search some of the 

estuary and small island areas near Tulalip Bay. 
Search crews are rotating to manage fatigue and resources, said Cleary. 
 

“We will continue to search. Please keep the family and community in your 
thoughts and prayers while we work to bring our fallen officer home,” she said. 

 

 
Tulalip Tribal Fish and Wildlife officer 

Charlie Cortez. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Tribute to Tulalip Officer Grows During A Quiet Holiday 
Week 
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/tribute-to-tulalip-officer-grows-during-a-quiet-holiday-week/ 

Thursday, November 26, 2020 By Ian Davis-Leonard 
 

As the search for Charlie Cortez 
continued, a memorial at the Tulalip 
marina collected well-wishes.  
 
TULALIP — Blue cups spell out “Cortez” in 

the holes of a chainlink fence. A light 
breeze billowed two “thin blue line” flags 

Thursday at the makeshift memorial for 
Tulalip Tribal Police officer Charlie Cortez. 
 

 
Cortez is presumed to have drowned 

after a wave capsized his vessel on Nov. 
17 near Jetty Island. He would be the first 
officer from the department to die in the 

line of duty. 
 

The boat’s captain, fisheries officer Shawn 
Edge, was rescued after three hours in 
the water by Tulalip fishermen late on 

Nov. 17, but the search for Cortez 
continues. 

 
Tulalip News reported that Fish and 
Wildlife vessels from the Tulalip and 

Swinomish tribes, along with 15 volunteer 
fishing vessels, looked for Cortez on 

Wednesday. The effort included advanced 
sonar scanning with technology provided 
by Fenn Enterprises. 

 
Private vessels assisting in the search are 

asked to call or text the incident 
command at 360-926-5059. 
 

Bouquets of flowers have accumulated at the Tulalip marina tribute to the fallen 
officer, but the marina memorial, at 7411 Tulalip Bay Drive, was quiet Thursday.  

 
Tulalip Tribes officials advised against gathering during the holiday weekend 
as COVID-19 cases continued to rise in Snohomish County and the tribal 

community. An update Monday reported 40 active coronavirus cases among the 
tribes, with about a third of the cases connected to a cluster outbreak. 

 

 
A memorial for Tulalip Tribal Police 

officer Charlie Cortez at the Tulalip 

Marina on Wednesday. 

(Olivia Vanni / The Herald) 

 
 Tulalip police vehicles drive in a 

parade to honor Officer Charlie Cortez 

on Dec. 12 who is presumed 

deceased. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/tribute-to-tulalip-officer-grows-during-a-quiet-holiday-week/
https://www.heraldnet.com/author/ian-davis-leonard/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/rescuers-search-possession-sound-for-tulalip-police-officer/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/rescuers-search-possession-sound-for-tulalip-police-officer/
https://www.facebook.com/TulalipNews/posts/3348760501920206
https://fennenterprises.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/hospitals-put-to-the-test-again-as-virus-patients-surge/
https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/2020/11/23/emergency-management-coronavirus-update-nov-23-2020/
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#1
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Faced with tragedy and difficult choices, 
Ashlynn Danielson, the tribe’s emergency 

preparedness manager, asked people to 
embrace the unique year and keep the 

community safe. 
 
“When we have so little control over our 

lives and nothing looks familiar, it’s very 
human to search for comforting rituals 

and our loved ones’ support,” Danielson 
said. “To be frank, sharing a meal over 
the Thanksgiving holiday may mean 

sharing COVID.” 
 

Community honors Officer 
Cortez 
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/community-honors-officer-
cortez/article_24c880b6-3efb-11eb-8874-4b67bbef06ca.html  

 Dec 15, 2020  Christopher Andersson 
 

Officer Charlie Cortez is a Tulalip native 
who many knew and is presumed lost at 
sea after his boat capsized on Nov. 17 
 

Tulalip community members arranged a 
parade of vehicles that drove through 

Tulalip on Dec. 12 to support the family of 
the presumed deceased Charlie Cortez. 
Officer Cortez, 29, was a member of the 

Tulalip Tribal Police's Fish and Wildlife 
Division and was out at sea on the job on 

Nov. 17 when his boat capsized. 
 
While the other officer on the boat was 

recovered, Cortez has not been found. 
Many in the community are still grieving 

the loss of Cortez, who is from Tulalip.  
 
"Charlie grew up here at Tulalip and was an active person in the outdoors, from 

motorcycle riding to hunting to geoduck diving," said Glen Gobin, vice chairman of 
the Tulalip Tribes. "He interacted with all of us down here on the water so we all 

knew him very well and watched him grow up." 
 
"To watch a man who was rising from a police officer and in my opinion would have 

been a future leader in this tribe, and then to lose him suddenly in the active 
function of his job was devastating," said Gobin. 

 
  

 
A poster board with photographs of 

Charlie Cortez at a memorial at the 

Tulalip Marina on Wednesday.  

(Olivia Vanni / The Herald) 

 
Tulalip Officer Charlie Cortez, who is 

presumed deceased, was a fan of 

outdoor recreation and many 

community members involved in 

motocross and other outdoor 

recreation came out to honor him and 

support his family during a parade on 

Dec. 12. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/community-honors-officer-cortez/article_24c880b6-3efb-11eb-8874-4b67bbef06ca.html
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/news/community-honors-officer-cortez/article_24c880b6-3efb-11eb-8874-4b67bbef06ca.html
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#2
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#2
https://2qibqm39xjt6q46gf1rwo2g1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/23449949_web1_L2-201125-Cortez-FS.jpg
https://www.northcountyoutlook.com/content/tncms/live/#2
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Gobin said his thoughts go out to the family at this time. 
 

"Unless you've experience this kind of loss before I don't think any of us can grasp 
the pain that family is going through right now," he said. 

 
Tulalip Tribal Police Chief Chris Sutter said the department is a small tribal 
department that is very close. 

 
"Our officers are really mourning the loss of their beloved co-worker, friend and 

brother. Every day we go to work honoring and remembering him," said Sutter.  
 
"Officer Cortez was the kind of guy that always took an assignment with a smile. 

Always very respectful of people. He knew everybody because he grew up in 
Tulalip." 

 
A parade organized by community members was held Dec. 12 to honor Officer 
Cortez and support his family. 

 
"It's difficult to take the next steps after these kind of losses so this type of event is 

very healing," said Gobin. 
 

Police and fire departments from around the county, including Marysville, Arlington, 
Lynnwood and Monroe, participated in the parade with some of their emergency 
vehicles. 

 
Many who knew Cortez or know one of his family members also came out to watch 

the parade. 
 
"I work with his aunt and I came down to support the community and the family," 

said local Tami Runyon. 
 

Gobin said that outside support is important at a time like this. 
 
"The community came together to put this parade together to show support for the 

family and show them that they're not alone and they feel their pain," he said. 
"Sometimes you feel all alone at times like this, but the outpouring of support from 

everywhere has been phenomenal." 
 
Search and rescue groups are still working to recover the body of Cortez. 

"Today we had the King County Search and Rescue team with their specially trained 
K-9 teams out on the water," said Sutter, who added that many local county and 

city agencies have helped search during the last three weeks. 
 
"We've had private boats doing highly advanced sonar, we've used underwater 

drones, aircraft, helicopters, aerial drones and we greatly appreciate all the tribal 
fisherman who go out and look for officer Cortez," said Sutter. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Civilians have also helped scour beaches as well, he said. "We've had many 
neighborhood associations and private individuals walking the beaches looking for 

any evidence of Officer Cortez or of the boat debris," said Sutter. 
Gobin said the tribe plans to continue searching. 

 
"We're still searching today and will continue active searching until we deem we 
can't do it any longer, but right now we're committed to keep going," he said. 

Sutter and Gobin thanked the many local organizations and individuals who have 
helped with the search. 

 
"The government organizations, the different municipalities, state and federal 
agencies, other tribal entities, have been tremendous and it has been non-stop," 

said Gobin. 
 

One Rescued, Massive Search Continues After Tulalip 
Fisheries Boat Capsizes Off Jetty Island 
https://myeverettnews.com/2020/11/18/one-rescued-massive-search-continues-after-tulalip-
fisheries-boat-capsizes-off-jetty-island/  

November 18, 2020 Everett Fire 

 
Editor’s Update 1:15 PM 

Wednesday. The search continues and 
has transitioned from rescue to 
recovery. The Tulalip Tribes have 

identified the missing officer as Charlie 
Cortez. The boat operator was identified 

as Officer Shawn Edge.  
 
Both went into the water after a rogue 

wave hit their vessel. Edge was 
recovered about three miles away from 

where the incident occurred. He was 
transported to Providence Regional 
Medical Center and is expected to 

recover. Private boats, fishing vessels 
and craft from multiple law enforcement 

and fire and rescue companies in 
Snohomish, Island and Skagit counties 
continue to search for Charlie Cortez. 

 
Editor’s Update 8:30 AM 

Wednesday: The search continues for 
the missing officer, a 29-year-old Tulalip 

Tribal Police Officer. Tulalip Bay Fire is now coordinating the search effort from 
Tulalip Bay Marina. 
 

As of 1:30 AM Wednesday November 18th here is what we know after a 
Tulalip Fisheries Boat took a hit from a wave and capsized off Jetty Island. 

A private boat searches in the area 

south of Jetty Island Wednesday 

morning. 

Marine 2 heading out toward Jetty 

Island 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://myeverettnews.com/2020/11/18/one-rescued-massive-search-continues-after-tulalip-fisheries-boat-capsizes-off-jetty-island/
https://myeverettnews.com/2020/11/18/one-rescued-massive-search-continues-after-tulalip-fisheries-boat-capsizes-off-jetty-island/
https://myeverettnews.com/category/everett-fire/
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Boat-search-wed-.jpg
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/boat-search-Marine-2-scaled.jpg
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Around 9 PM Tuesday evening 
Snohomish 911 received reports of a 

boat that had flipped over in the water 
somewhere off Jetty Island. 

 
There were two people reported to have 
been thrown off the boat into the water. 

The boat belonged to the Tulalip Tribes 
and had two fisheries officers on board. 

Both were presumed to be wearing life 
jackets. 
 

According to reports provided to 
MyEverettNews.com by Everett Fire, the 

two fisheries officers had just finished 
assisting a vessel in distress off Jetty 
Island when their boat was hit by a 

rouge wave and flipped sending the 
officers into the water. Radio contact 

was made with one of the officers. 
 

Both Marine 1 and Marine 2 launched 
with police and firefighters from Everett. 
The Navy and Coast Guard also 

launched boats as well as a boat with 
Sheriff’s divers from Snohomish County 

Search and Rescue. 
 
Another boat came from Camano Island 

Fire and Rescue and there were at least 
a dozen private boats with Tulalip tribal 

members joining in the search. There 
was also a helicopter from the Coast 
Guard and a second helicopter based on 

Whidbey Island. 
 

In addition to searching from the air and 
water, crews from Everett Fire landed on 
Jetty Island and worked a search of the 

perimeter of the Island. 
 

Shortly after 11 PM the capsized boat 
was spotted by the Coast Guard 
Helicopter off Jetty Island. Marine 2 was 

able to secure a line to the boat. About 
45 minutes later a private vessel 

located one of the fisheries officers 
floating in the water south of the Hat 

 
A crew from Everett Fire on Marine 1. 

 

A U. S. Coast Guard Chopper searches 

off Jetty Island 

One of the many fishing boats heading 

out to assist in the search 

Marine 33 from the Sheriff’s Office 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/boat-search-AA.jpg
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/boat-search-CG-Helicopter-scaled.jpg
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/boat-search-private-2-scaled.jpg
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/boat-search-Marine-33-scaled.jpg
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Island Marina. 
 

The officer was wearing a life jacket and 
was able to talk with the crew on the 

private vessel. They took the officer to 
the Tulalip Marina where a Marysville 
Medic unit began treatment for 

hypothermia and transported the officer 
to Providence Regional Medical Center in 

Everett. We have no word at this time 
on his condition. 
 

At this writing there are about a dozen 
boats operated by both emergency 

crews and private vessels still searching 
for the second fisheries officer. Crews with Hat Island Fire are searching the 
shoreline around the island. A secondary search and command post has been 

established at the Tulalip Marina and a drone is being brought in to assist there. 
The search is expected to continue for several hours. 

 
We’ll update as more information is made available. 

 

Officer Who Was Tossed Overboard Presumed To Be Dead 
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/rescuers-search-possession-sound-for-tulalip-police-officer/  

November 19, 2020 By Ben Watanabe and Zachariah Bryan 
 

Hours after their patrol boat capsized, a second officer was rescued late 
Tuesday near Hat Island. 
 

UPDATE, 4:38 p.m. Thursday: The search by the U.S. Coast Guard for the 
missing Tulalip tribal police officer was suspended late Wednesday. But members of 

the Tulalip Tribes and various other government agencies were continuing to look 
for him, the Tulalip News reported in a Facebook post. 

 
“The decision to suspend a search is one of the most difficult decisions the Coast 
Guard has to make,” Coast Guard Lt. Zachary Kearney said in a statement. “We 

search as if one of our own is missing. Our hearts go out to the family and friends 
of the missing Tulalip Tribal officer.” 

 
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of officer Charlie Cortez is asked to 
call Sector Puget Sound at 206-217-6001. 

 
Original story below:. 

 
  
EVERETT — A day after two Tulalip Tribes police officers were thrown from a boat 

by a rogue wave near Jetty Island, a massive search was conducted for one of the 
men Wednesday. 

 
Some of the private boats docked at the 

10th street Marina that were assisting 

in the search. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/rescuers-search-possession-sound-for-tulalip-police-officer/
https://www.heraldnet.com/author/ben-watanabe/
https://www.heraldnet.com/author/zachariah-bryan/
https://www.facebook.com/TulalipNews/posts/3332526973543559
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2ad41da
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.150.47/8bc.1a4.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Boat-rescue-10th-street-006-2-scaled.jpg
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The missing officer was identified as Charlie Cortez, 29. He is presumed to have 

drowned, the tribes said. He would be the first officer from the department to die in 
the line of duty. 

 
“As our search-and-rescue mission transitions into a search and recovery, we are 
heartbroken,” tribal Chairwoman Teri Gobin said in a statement. “Our people are 

connected to the water and we know the risk when we go out. Today we lost a 
good man, a father, brother and son.” 

 
The boat’s captain, fisheries officer Shawn Edge, was rescued late Tuesday from the 
frigid water by Tulalip fishermen. 

 
Cortez and Edge were on patrol in the 

Tulalip Police Department fisheries vessel 
when a surprise wave capsized the 24-
foot boat around 8:30 p.m. They called 

for help, but the radio transmission was 
lost after first contact, according to the 

Everett Fire Department. 
 

Through heavy rain, choppy water and 
gusts up to 45 mph, first-responders 
searched along Jetty Island and 

eventually found the overturned boat 
around 11:10 p.m. The officers were 

nowhere nearby. 
 
Fishermen on a private boat found Edge, 

39, floating around 11:45 p.m. near Hat 
Island — 3½ miles west of Jetty Island. 

He was wearing a life jacket and was 
hypothermic but conscious. He spoke with 
rescuers and was taken to the Tulalip Bay 

Marina for initial care, then to Providence 
Regional Medical Center Everett. He was 

recovering at the hospital. 
 
Law enforcement agencies congregated at the marina Wednesday. In the distance, 

boats patrolled the waters under a slate-gray sky as a helicopter circled above. 
Wind and rain had died down considerably. 

 
Camano Island Fire and Rescue, Everett Fire, Everett Police, the Snohomish County 
Sheriff’s Office, Marysville Fire, Naval Station Everett, Port of Everett, Snohomish 

County Fire District 22, Tulalip Bay Fire and Tulalip Police aided in the search. 
Combined, teams searched 835 square nautical miles by sea and air as of 

Wednesday afternoon, U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Brett Ettinger said. 
 

 
Charlie Cortez (Tulalip Tribes) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/life/
https://2qibqm39xjt6q46gf1rwo2g1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/23367843_web1_S-Cortez-201118.jpg
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Authorities believed they pinned down an approximate area where the boat 
overturned — in fairly shallow water, as the officers were trying to navigate back to 

the Snohomish River for shelter from the storm. They were broadsided by the 
wave. 

 
Gobin said she appreciated the outpouring of help, which included 13 agencies. 
“Our hands go up to the many fishermen and rescue workers who answered the call 

to find the missing officer,” she said. “In the face of tragedy, our community came 
together and will continue to come together as we take care of his family.” 

 
Tulalip Police Chief Chris Sutter described Cortez as “a wonderful man and officer.” 
Cortez was an enrolled member of the Tulalip Tribes. 

 
“We are devastated by this loss,” Sutter said in a statement. “Tulalip Fish and 

Wildlife are often called upon to conduct searches such as this one. I know Charlie 
would have been there for you, and I can’t say thank you enough to the many 
individuals and agencies that came together to be there for him. The search for our 

missing officer will continue until he is brought home.” 
 

Crews planned to keep searching through the night Wednesday if the weather 
stayed calm enough. 
 

Reporters Caleb Hutton and Eric Stevick contributed to this story. 

Zachariah Bryan: 425-339-3431; zbryan@heraldnet.com. Twitter: @zachariahtb. 

 

Coast Guard suspends search for missing Tulalip Tribal 
Officer 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2ad41da  

U.S. Coast Guard sent this bulletin at 11/19/2020 02:24 AM EST 

News Release 

  
U.S. Coast Guard 13th District Pacific Northwest 

Contact: 13th District Public Affairs 

Office: (206) 220-7237 
After Hours: (206) 819-9154 

13th District online newsroom 
 

Coast Guard suspends search for missing Tulalip Tribal Officer 

 
SEATTLE — The Coast Guard has suspended its search for a Tulalip Tribal Police 

Department Officer missing in the waters near Naval Station Everett on the 
Snohomish River. 
 

Of the two crew members who went missing after their vessel capsized in rough 
waters, only one has been recovered.  

 
At 8:48 p.m. Tuesday, watchstanders at Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound received 

notification from Officer Bernie Edge that a two-man crew had capsized their 26-

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/home/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2ad41da
http://www.news.uscg.mil/News-by-Region/13th-District-Pacific-Northwest/
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foot work skiff. Officer Edge said that the vessel was heading out of the jetty when 
they reported the seas were rough and that they were taking water over the bow. 

 
Navy Whidbey Island Search and Rescue located the capsized vessel submerged 

approximately 2 feet below the water line. 
 

 

. 
At 11:50 p.m. one survivor was recovered near Hat Island by a civilian vessel 

participating in the search. The survivor reported that he last saw his partner 30 
minutes prior to being recovered. He was transported to emergency service 

technicians for medical care. 
 
Multiple federal, state, local and Tribal crews searched for more than 22 hours. 

 
Crews involved in the search included: 

 
 Coast Guard Station Seattle; 
 Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles; 

 Coast Guard Cutter Sea Lion; 
 Tulalip Tribal Police Department; 

 Navy Whidbey Island Search and Rescue; 
 Naval Station Everett Security Teams; 
 Everett Fire Department Marine Units ; 

 Everett Police Dive Units; 
 Snohomish County Sheriffs Department Marine Units; 

 Washington State Ferry Service; 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/1076367/cutter-sea-lion
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 Approximately 40 good 
Samaritan vessels from the 

Talulip Tribal Fishing Fleet 
 

"The Coast Guard and our Navy, state, 
local and Tribal partners saturated the 
waters of the Snohomish River to locate 

the missing police officer, but, 
unfortunately we were not able to find 

him after an extensive search," said Lt. 
Zachary Kearney, the Sector Puget Sound 
command duty officer.  

 
"The decision to suspend a search is one 

of the most difficult decisions the Coast 
Guard has to make. We search as if one of 
our own is missing. Our hearts go out to 

the family and friends of the missing 
Tulalip Tribal officer." 

 
The search is suspended pending further 

developments. If anyone has information 
regarding the whereabouts of the Tulalip 
Tribal officer, please call Sector Puget Sound at 206-217-6001. 

-USCG- 
 

Family reviving search for Tulalip officer missing at sea 
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/family-reviving-search-for-tulalip-officer-missing-at-sea/ 
May 25, 2021 By Zachariah Bryan 
 

Charlie Cortez is presumed drowned. Very low tides during the day bring a new 
opportunity to find him. 
 

TULALIP — Six months after a rogue wave hit his boat near Jetty Island, Tulalip 
Tribes fish-and-wildlife officer Charlie Cortez is still lost at sea. 

 
Presumed drowned, he is the first Tulalip tribal officer who has died in the line of 

duty. 
 
Now, with warmer weather and with lower tides during the day, his family wants to 

renew the efforts to find him. 
 

On Nov. 17, 2020, Cortez and fellow Tulalip tribal officer Shawn Edge were thrown 
overboard when their 24-foot fisheries vessel capsized. Through heavy rain, choppy 
water and gusts up to 45 mph, first responders found the overturned boat, but the 

officers were gone. 
 

 
Charlie Cortez (Tulalip Tribes) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/family-reviving-search-for-tulalip-officer-missing-at-sea/
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Fishermen on a private boat found Edge, 39, hypothermic but conscious, floating 
near Hat Island later that night — 3½ miles west of Jetty Island. 

 
The ensuing search for Cortez has been extensive, covering hundreds of miles of 

sea and shoreline, including sloughs, harbors, around islands and at least one 
shipwreck. First responders from throughout the region, tribal fisherman and other 
volunteers pitched in to help. Boats, helicopters, underwater drones and specially 

trained dogs have been brought out to help. 
 

To this day, there has been no sign of 
Cortez. 
 

His mother, Paula Grenier-Cortez, said 
she gained renewed hope of finding him 

when she was recently at Mission Beach. 
It was low tide and she could see kids 
playing in the sand far out into the 

distance. The tides lately have been 
similar to the ones when Cortez was lost, 

his mother said. 
 

“I just know we will learn something,” she 
said. 
 

Maybe the tides will stir something up, 
Grenier-Cortez said, or at least the lower 

tides give people a better opportunity to 
search farther out. People have been 
asked to keep an eye out and report any 

clothing that may have belonged to 
Cortez.  

 
He was wearing a department-issued 
uniform, including a black stocking cap, a 

black zip-up bulletproof vest, a dark-blue shirt, a dark-blue coat, dark-blue pants, 
black boots and a black UnderArmour T-shirt. His name and a gold star is 

embroidered in some of the clothing. 
 
With the bulletproof vest and the duty belt, Cortez likely had enough weight on him 

that he would still be near where he went down, according to his mother. She said 
search volunteers have been trying to figure out how far he drifted from his vessel. 

 
“We’re hopeful that with all the boaters and beach walkers … that they just keep 
their eyes out, be watchful for anything that might wash ashore (or) that might 

surface on the waters,” Grenier-Cortez said. 
 

Cortez left behind two children: a son, 8-year-old Dominic, and a daughter, 5-year-
old Peyton. 

 
Charlie Cortez with his children 

Dominic and Peyton. 

(Family photo) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://2qibqm39xjt6q46gf1rwo2g1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/25260306_web1_S-CortezKids-EDH-210526.jpg


Charlie Cortez          11-17-2020                                          PSDiver Magazine                                                                        
 

PSDiver Magazine                                           www.PSDiver.com                                                                Page  23 
 

 
He would have turned 30 on Friday. 

 
On Saturday, the End of Watch Ride to Remember, featuring a trailer with the 

names and pictures of fallen officers, including Charlie Cortez, will make its way 
through Tulalip. 
 

Charlie Cortez receives Medal of Honor 
https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/2021/05/27/charlie-cortez-receives-medal-of-honor/  

Posted on May 27, 2021 by Kim Kalliber 
 

As the search for fallen 
Tulalip Police Officer Charlie 
Cortez continues, the law 

enforcement community is 
taking measures to 

commemorate the late 
officer’s name for 
generations to come. Police 

agencies around the country 
are paying tribute to both 

Charlie and his family, by 
speaking his name at roll 
calls during remembrance 

ceremonies and vigils, as 
well as engraving his name 

into memorial walls that are dedicated to officers who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
while on the line of duty.  
 

Most recently, Charlie’s family received a package from the American Police Hall of 
Fame, a posthumous award of the highest degree, the Medal of Honor. The medal 

fits perfectly on the memorial wall his loved one’s set-up at his family’s home, 
complete with photographs of the tribal officer, and displayed next to his many 

accolades. “We got a letter from the American Police Hall of Fame mentioning that 
his name is going to be etched into the marble at the Hall of Fame Memorial Wall 
with 8,000 other police officers that have fallen in the line of duty,” said Charlie’s 

mom, Paula Cortez. “We’re so proud of him but at the same time our hearts break 
that he’s no longer here with us. The law enforcement world has been phenomenal 

at making sure that he’s honored and that he’ll always be remembered. That’s 
special for our family and for his kids who will be able to go and visit those 
memorials. And in the future, they can share that with their kids, it’s something 

that will be there forever.” 
 

At the end of the month, on May 29th, a nation-wide traveling event is coming to 
Tulalip to honor Charlie and all of the officers who transitioned to their next journey 
while protecting and serving their communities. A large trailer will make-it’s-way 

throughout the reservation to raise awareness and honor the officers and their 
families, beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the Tribal Justice Center and ending at the 

 
By Kalvin Valdillez, Tulalip News 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/2021/05/27/charlie-cortez-receives-medal-of-honor/
https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/author/kim-kalliber/
https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Medal-of-honor-1.jpg


Charlie Cortez          11-17-2020                                          PSDiver Magazine                                                                        
 

PSDiver Magazine                                           www.PSDiver.com                                                                Page  24 
 

Tulalip Marina. The 
trailer is a project 

known as ‘Beyond the 
Call of Duty’ and 

features the photos and 
the names of all the 
fallen officers over this 

past year. 
 

 
The Beyond the Call of 
Duty trailer will be 

accompanied by the 
End of Watch 

Motorcycle Club, which 
was created in memory 
of those officers who dedicated their life to the badge and are no longer with us. As 

it happens, the event takes place one day after Charlie’s birthday, so in addition to 
the convoy, the local police department and Charlie’s family will be throwing a BBQ 

celebration for the young, fallen officer at the Marina shortly after the motorcade.  
 

Thank you for keeping Charlie’s family and the Tulalip Police Department in your 
prayers.  
 

A Moving Tribute To Fallen Law Enforcement Heroes Takes Off 
https://www.q13fox.com/news/a-moving-tribute-to-fallen-law-enforcement-officers-heroes-takes-off  

May 29 Updated May 31 By Hana Kim Q13 FOX 
 
Tulalip, WASH –  
 

A profound procession of 
motorcycles followed by 

a bus rode into Tulalip 
on Saturday. 

 
The display would grab 
anyone’s attention 

nearby and that is the 
point. 

 
"It’s heartwarming, it 
touched my heart," 

Paula Cortez said. 
A heart still with a 

gaping wound. Paula’s 
son, Tulalip Tribal Police 
Officer Charlie Cortez, is on the side of the bus along with so many other law 

enforcement officers across the country who died in the line of duty recently. 

 
A moving tribute to fallen law enforcement heroes 

takes off and A profound procession of 

motorcycles followed by a bus rode into Tulalip on 

Saturday. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.tulalipnews.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Medal-of-honor-2.jpg
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"I work down in this bay I have to look out at this water every day I cry wondering 

where he is at," Charlie’s dad Alan Cortez said. 
 

Charlie’s body has yet to be found after waves threw him out of his boat in 
November while on duty. There is no closure but there is a lot of support. 
 

Dozens of people showed up to honor Cortez on Saturday. The event was organized 
by the group known as Beyond The Call of Duty. They just kicked off their ride 

across America covering 22,500 miles and 194 different departments. The group 
honoring not just Cortez but after Tulalip they traveled to Bothell to remember 
Officer Jonathan Shoop who was also killed last year. 

 
"Allowing the survivors to know they are not alone and being able to connect 

survivors together," Founder Jagrut Shah said. 
 
Shah started the moving nationwide tribute something Paula and Alan Cortez will 

never forget. 
 

The community will also never forget Charlie’s and Jonathan's service and sacrifice. 
 

Six Months, And Still No Sign Of Tulalip Officer Who 
Drowned 
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/six-months-and-still-no-sign-of-tulalip-officer-who-drowned/  

June 9, 2021 By Zachariah Bryan 
 

Other officers and volunteers won’t stop searching for Charlie Cortez 
until they can bring closure for his family. 

 
JETTY ISLAND — It was a tide similar to the day a 

Tulalip tribal officer went missing at sea half a year 
ago. 
 

On the west side of Jetty Island, the mud flats on May 
28 stretched seemingly for miles. The low tides were 

some of the lowest of the year, presenting the best 
conditions for searching since Tulalip fish and wildlife 

officer Charlie Cortez’s boat capsized in November. 
  

Unlike the night Cortez was lost, this low tide took place 
during the daytime. The waves, while somewhat active, 
didn’t have any surprises for boaters. And the sun peeked 
through an overcast sky, offering a gentle sunburn to 
anyone who didn’t bother to put on protection. 
 
Out toward the edge of the sandbar, a crew of eight 
Tulalip officers and volunteers jumped out of a shrimping boat and into the waist-high 

Charlie Cortez 
(Photo courtesy of Tulalip 

Tribes 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/six-months-and-still-no-sign-of-tulalip-officer-who-drowned/
https://www.heraldnet.com/author/zachariah-bryan/
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water, wearing waders from Walmart and Cabela’s. They spread about 10 feet apart 
from one another and trudged through the muck, their boots being sucked beneath the 
sand with each step. 
 
With the water so low, at least one boater got stranded during the retreating tide. Birds 
bobbed nearby, and a seal peeked its head out to take a look at the strangers. Eagles 
hovered overhead. 
 
The water on this day was brown and cloudy and impossible to see through as the tide 
and wind stirred up the sediment. All the searchers could hope for was to hit something 
with their feet — maybe a boot or a piece of clothing. Anything, at this point, would be 
helpful. 
 
Usually, though, the officers and volunteers found crabs and clam shells. A flounder 
slithered through officer Robert McCracken’s legs, causing him to jump and yelp — and 
making a Herald reporter suddenly concerned for his safety. 

 

At one point, Shawn Edge stepped 
into a soft spot and sank waist deep. 
He wriggled his way out and decided 
it was a good time to take a break. 
Shawn Edge was on the boat with 
Cortez. He pointed south, where he 
said he and Cortez had fallen off on 
Nov. 17, 2020. 
 
They were on a routine visit to the 
Everett Marina, he said. The water 
hadn’t been bad that day, and they 
had no trouble getting there. But after 
making a quick stop to talk to 
someone, Puget Sound became 
ferocious. 
 
Very large waves battered their 24-foot fisheries boat, capsizing it and throwing the pair 
overboard. 
 
Edge, wearing a life jacket, was picked up by fishermen near Hat Island, about 3½ miles 
west of Jetty Island. He said it took three of them to haul him on board. He was 
hypothermic but conscious. 
 
Cortez was never found, despite an extensive search that included the U.S. Coast 
Guard, several police agencies, fishermen, helicopters, underwater drones and 
specially trained search dogs. 
 
Hundreds of square miles of water were scoured. 

 
Shawn Edge pulls a clam from the sandbar 

as they walk along and feel for any hard 

objects on May 28 in Possession Sound. 

(Olivia Vanni / The Herald) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Since then, Tulalip officers and 
volunteers have searched 
those same hundreds of 
square miles again and again, 
hoping for any sign of Cortez. 
 
His gear, including a 
bulletproof vest and his duty 
belt, could have been heavy 
enough to weigh down Cortez 
and keep him from floating to 
the surface. Search volunteers 
have been trying to figure out 
how far he drifted from his 
vessel before he went under. 
 
So far, searchers have found 
nothing. A couple of potential 
items — like a set of work keys that looked similar to the ones used for Tulalip buildings, 
and a pair of boots — ended up being unrelated to Cortez.. 
 
It was no different on May 28, the day Cortez would have turned 30. After an hour or so 
of wading through the water, the officers and volunteers once again came back to the 
boat empty-handed. 
 
Bernie Edge then drove the boat over to Hat Island, where locals hang anything that 
washes ashore on a large stump. Officer Beau Jess got out to take a look. Mostly flip-
flops, he said, and a few boots, but nothing Cortez would’ve worn while on duty. 
 
As the group headed back to shore, Tulalip officer Bernie Edge — Shawn Edge’s father 
— weaved through a flotilla of logs and debris that had been picked up by the tide. 
 
This wasn’t the last day these officers would look for Cortez. They have no plans of 
quitting until he’s found, and until they can offer some kind of closure for the family. 
“He was like one of my kids,” Bernie Edge said. 
 
He said he was the one who pushed hard to recruit Cortez, while the young man was 
still working at the marina. With a background in hunting, fishing and diving, Cortez was 
a natural fit for the job. 
 
Bernie Edge recalled asking him, “Hey, have you done anything stupid?” 
Cortez said he hadn’t. 
 
Sure enough, he had clean record. 
 

 
Beau Jess walks on a sandbar as people get out of 

the boat to start their search for Charlie Cortez on 

May 28 in Possession Sound.  
  (Olivia Vanni / The Herald) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Cortez’s mother said she never had any issues with him, either — even as a teen, when 
some parents might have trouble with their kids. They kept him busy, she said. 
 
“Charlie was someone I was proud of as a parent,” Paula Grenier-Cortez said. 
 
Cortez picked up dirt-biking as a kid and became an accomplished motocross racer in 
his teenage years. 
 
Then he got into hunting and would often go to the mountains. He didn’t like to say 
where his favorite spots were. 
 
“He would tell me it was ‘No Tell ’Em Ridge,” Grenier-Cortez said.  
 
Cortez also was a clam digger, a crabber and a geoduck diver. As an officer, he was the 
only Tulalip fish and wildlife officer trained for diving. Had it been anyone else who was 
lost in the water, Cortez would have been the one to go after them. 
 
He shared his love of the outdoors with his son and daughter, 8-year-old Dominic and 5-
year-old Peyton. He had recently bought a travel trailer so he could take them on more 
adventures, and he was thinking of buying a boat, his mother said. 
“He was an awesome dad,” Grenier-Cortez said. 
 
Cortez was planning for the 
upcoming Christmas, too. After 
he was lost at sea, he still had 
Amazon packages showing up 
to his porch. 
 
“He never thought that 
anything like this was going to 
happen, and you can tell that 
by the way he lived,” Grenier-
Cortez said. 
 
June is bringing some more of 
the lowest daytime tides of the 
year, and more opportunities 
to search for clues of Cortez’s 
whereabouts. People have 
been asked to keep an eye out and report any clothing that may have belonged to 
Cortez. 
 
He was wearing a department-issued uniform, including a black stocking cap, a black 
zip-up bulletproof vest, a dark-blue shirt, a dark-blue coat, dark-blue pants, black boots 
and a black UnderArmour T-shirt. His name and a gold star is embroidered in some of 
the clothing. 

 
Volunteers make their way back to the boat after 

their search on May 28 in Possession Sound. 
(Olivia Vanni / The Herald) 
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A memorial for Cortez has been scheduled for 1 p.m. Aug. 17 at Angel of the Winds 
Arena in Everett. The public is invited. 
 
Grenier-Cortez said she is trying to keep her hopes up, that her son will one day be 
found. She struggles to think what went through his mind in his final moments. 
 
“We definitely look at the water in a different way,” Grenier-Cortez said. “Not like I hate 
the water. It’s just different, because we know he’s out there.” 
 

Fallen Tulalip Officer Charlie Cortez Honored At Memorial 
Service 
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/tulalip-officer-charlie-cortez-memorial-service/281-
3d7caea8-dd27-4eac-a115-58b59ff09bda  

August 17, 2021 KING 5 Staff 

 
The public honored the 
life of fallen Tulalip 

Tribal Police Officer 
Charlie Cortez during a 

procession and 
memorial service 
Tuesday. 

 
EVERETT, Wash. — 

Fallen Tulalip Tribal 
Police Officer Charlie 
Cortez was honored at 

a memorial service 
Tuesday. 

 
Cortez, 29, was killed last November when his patrol boat was hit by a large wave 
and capsized while responding to a call. His body was never recovered. 

 
A public memorial service took place at the Angel of the Winds Arena. 

 
A procession along Marine View Drive was held prior to the service. 

 
Gov. Jay Inslee directed all U.S. and Washington state flags at all state agency 
buildings to be lowered to half-staff on Tuesday in honor of Cortez. 

 
Cortez leaves behind a family, including two young children. 

  

WATCH LIVE: Memorial service for Tulalip Tribal Police 
Officer Charlie Cortez 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRXFlyjnYDI  
Streamed live on Aug 17, 202 
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