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12-21-1987 South Carolina – Frank Hut – FF PSD Trapped  
 

 
DECEMBER, 1987 

 SOUTH CAROLINA 
(Credit Unknown) 

 

A 28 yoa firefighter drowned while 
attempting to recover rigging and netting 

from a shrimp boat in the ocean. The diver 
had been on the surface and was holding on 
to the side of the dive boat while fellow team 

members exchanged his tank. The diver lost 
his grip on the boat and went under with his 

face mask on his forehead. Teammates 
entered the water and found him entangled 
in an underwater line.  

 
 

 

 

 

Fire Rescue 
http://www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov/departments/fire/    

Thank you for visiting the Town of Hilton Head Island Fire Rescue website. Hilton 
Head Island Fire Rescue began operations July 1, 1993 as a consolidation of the 
former Sea Pines Forest Beach Fire Department, the Hilton Head Fire District and 

the Hilton Head Island Rescue Squad. 

 

 

Fire Service Line of Duty Deaths 
https://www.facebook.com/fireservicelineofdutydeaths/posts/67948240
8879374:0    
 

Fire Service Line of Duty Deaths 
December 20, 2016 ·  

 
December 21, 1987 – LODD 
 

Firefighter Frank Hut, 28  
 

Hilton Head Fire Department. Sea Pines, SC 
 

While on a salvage diving mission, Firefighter Hut drowned when his communication 
line got tangled up in about 60' of water. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov/departments/fire/
https://www.facebook.com/fireservicelineofdutydeaths/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/fireservicelineofdutydeaths/?ref=page_internal&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/fireservicelineofdutydeaths/?ref=page_internal&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/fireservicelineofdutydeaths/photos/a.403074613186823.1073741828.403071873187097/679482408879374/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/403071873187097/photos/403072146520403/
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Frank Hut 
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/frank-hut/  

 Sea Pines - Forest Beach Fire Department 
 South Carolina 

 Year of Death: 1987 

 
There is no profile listed for this fallen firefighter. 

 
Memorial Wall 

I heard Frank died on a Dive Training of cardiac. It’d be good to know more about 
this brother. 

– Tim Kovacs 

 

ScubaBoard Discussion 
https://www.scubaboard.com/community/threads/reducing-psd-fatalities-by-20-
and-searching-the-3rd-dimension.161676/page-3 
 

Frank Hut (age 28) died in the relatively calm waters of a South Carolina Sound. 
Frank had submerged, made a dive, and returned to the surface for another tank of 

air.  
 
Unfortunately his comm rope had wrapped under a submerged cable. When wind 

shifted the dive boat slightly, he was pulled underwater with the submerged cable 
acting as a directional pulley on his comm rope. Even though team mates 

responded promptly, they were unable to save Frank's life.  
 

Frank Hut drowned while diving in Calibogue Sound in 

1987. 
 

Hilton Head memorial for fallen firefighters in works 
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/crime/article33548451.html  
DECEMBER 3, 2013  By REBECCA LURYE  

 
A national campaign by Sears stores may help the Hilton Head Island Fire and 

Rescue Division build a memorial to its fallen firefighters. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/frank-hut/
https://www.scubaboard.com/community/threads/reducing-psd-fatalities-by-20-and-searching-the-3rd-dimension.161676/page-3
https://www.scubaboard.com/community/threads/reducing-psd-fatalities-by-20-and-searching-the-3rd-dimension.161676/page-3
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/crime/article33548451.html
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Sketches of the planned memorial. 
 

A quarter century has passed since the Hilton Head Island Fire and Rescue Division 
lost one of its own in the line of duty, and the department believes it's time to 

create a place to honor them. 
 
Two stations have been named for fallen colleagues, and several walls bear 

portraits of others who died while serving the division. 
 

Seeking a more enduring testament to their sacrifices, a captain drew up plans 
more than a year ago for an official memorial. Finding the money to build it has 
remained a challenge, but last month the division got some help. 

 
On Nov. 23, Sears launched a national Salute to Local Heroes campaign, allowing 

customers to donate to the National Volunteer Fire Council through the end of the 
year. Those donations will go to the fire station closest to each store, along with $2 
from each purchase of a Craftsman Bottle Cap Wrench. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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On Hilton Head Island, that money will go toward building a fallen-firefighters 
memorial at 40 Summit Drive, a project Chief Lavarn Lucas proposed to the town 

manager in July 2012. 
 

"It would help build a sense of community amongst the personnel that work here," 
he said. "It provides them with a connection to the past and helps motivate them 
for the future."  

 
Crew members envision the memorial -- which may feature remembrance walls, a 

fountain, park benches, flag poles and a sidewalk of donated pavers -- as a space 
for reflection. 
 

For former members of the division, the project is long overdue. Often working one 
day on and two days off, firefighters give a third of their lives to their station, said 

Allen Perry, a former battalion chief who served from 1983 to 2012. Losing a 
colleague feels like a death in the family, he said. 
 

"You come to work and maybe it'll be the last day you're there. You keep your 
guard up and do your best and hopefully everybody gets to go home, but 

sometimes that doesn't happen," Perry said. "Fortunately, we don't have a lot of 
on-duty deaths, but just one's too many." 

 
Three men have died in active service to the former Sea Pines Forest Beach Fire 
Department or Hilton Head Fire District, which consolidated in 1993. 

 
Frank Hut drowned while diving in Calibogue Sound in 1987. Volunteer Steve 

Sellars was electrocuted while extinguishing a plane fire at the Hilton Head Island 
Airport in 1976. Volunteer Henry Christian fell while rappelling down a structure in a 
training exercise in 1974. 

 
The planned memorial would also honor more than 10 personnel who died while 

working for the division or had to retire because of an illness that later took their 
lives. 
 

Three cost estimates for the memorial, taken in 2010, range from $17,500 to 
$46,500, according to a memo from Lucas to town manager Steve Riley. 

 
The division must first clear another hurdle: finding an architect to donate design 
services. Capt. Kenneth Barrett has drawn several rudimentary sketches, but the 

town requires an official site plan. 
 

For now, they'll keep planning, and Sears will keep fundraising. 
 
A few days into the campaign, some customers were already visiting the Sears 

simply to donate, store manager Ed Thierrin said. 
 

"But we've still got a long way to go." 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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To donate to the memorial, go to the Sears store at 1555 Fording Island Road near 
Moss Creek. For details about purchasing an engraved paver or donating 

architectural services, call Fire Chief Lavern Lucas at 843-682-5153. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/

